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Sunday, January 26, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

The Year of the Snake (At Ty) is approaching everyone, everywhere, both in Vietnam and abroad. Our parish
will have four days to celebrate the traditional Lunar New Year: the New Year’s Eve Mass, the First Day of the
New Year for praying for peace in the coming year, the Second Day for praying for ancestors, grandparents, and
parents, and the Third Day for asking for blessings on work and endeavors. On the afternoon of the Second Day,
the parish will gather at the main church of Our Lady of La Vang to celebrate the New Year as a community. So
we can say to one another: “This year, our parish is truly celebrating Tét.”

Then, we will have the “Tét Festival 2025, organized by the Vietnamese Ministry Office of the Diocese of San
Jose, on behalf of the Vietnamese Catholic Communlty in San Jose. The location of the Tét Festival for the Year
of the Snake will be at San Jose History Park.

Celebrating 50 Years in Exile. The Vietnamese Catholics are organizing the Tét Festival, not just for the
Catholic community but for all the Vietnamese diaspora to come and enjoy the Lunar New Year. This year is
particularly special as it marks the 50th anniversary of Vietnamese refugees abroad. Hence, it is called the “Tét
Festival of the Vietnamese Diaspora with Our Mother.” During the first few days of Tet when Vietnamese
people come together to celebrate Tét, it brings the warmth of fellow countryman/countrywoman sentiment, a
sense of home away from home, and Joyful reunions — truly embodying the spirit of “joyful like Tét.”

Tét Festival with Our Mother. The theme of this year’s festival is “Tét Festival of the Vietnamese Diaspora
with Our Mother.” The story of the Wedding at Cana teaches us that with Our Mother, it will always feel like
Tét, even if it isn’t. For in her presence, we are loved, protected, and guided. We don’t only seck Our Mother
When in need but always stay close to her. The newlyweds in the Cana story didn’t know their wedding would
run out of wine. They didn’t invite Mary and Jesus to solve a problem but as honored guests. However, the story
shows that having Mary with us ensures that all will be well. Pilgrims of Hope. This year, we celebrate Tét
within the context of the Jubilee Year 2025. The theme of the Jubilee is “Pilgrims of Hope.” During Tét,
Vietnamese people traditionally exchange wishes for the New Year, expressing beautiful aspirations. These
wishes are hopes for a prosperous year ahead. As Vietnamese Catholics enter the Year of the Snake, we carry the
heart of hopeful pilgrims. Of course, the journey in the Year of the Snake may include moments of fatigue, but
we will continue forward in hope and love. As Pope Francis says: “I prefer the weariness of those moving
forward to the lethargy of those standing still.”

“Lord, You have taught me to live wisely like a serpent but also gentle as a dove. This means my wisdom in the
new year of At Ty 2025 must be guided clearly and precisely to discern what is most important, to know what
is most necessary, and to choose the right path. Help me focus my time, money, resources, and talents wisely,
investing in what truly matters for my eternal salvation. Lord, enlighten me. Help me choose wisely. Bless me,
and bless all my work in this new year to be favorable and to flourish. Amen.” (Fr. Peter Nguyén Vin Mén —
Diocese of Long Xuyén)

Wishing you and your family a happy, joyful, and peaceful Tét!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 26 thing 1 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Tét At Ty dang dén v6i moi ngudi, moi nha, & Qué Nha 1n & Hai Ngoai. Gido xit chiing ta s& ¢6 bon ngay dén Tét CS
Truyén: L& Giao Thita, Mong Mot Tét Cau Binh An Nim Mdi, Mdng Hai Tét Cau Cho T4 Tién, Ong Ba, Cha Me, va
Mdng Ba Tét Xin Thanh Hod Cong An Viéc Lam. Riéng chiéu Mdng Hai Tét thi gido xd s& qui tu vé& nha thd chinh Diic
Me La Vang dé miing Tét Cong Poan. Vay la chiing ta ¢6 thé néi v6i nhau: “Nim nay gido xi ching ta c6 Tét.”

Sau dé, ching ta s€ c6 Hoi Xuan Tha Thuong Bén Me, do Vian Phong Muc Vu Viét Nam tai gido phén San Jose nhan
danh Cong Pdng Cong Gido Viét Nam tai San Jose diing ra t3 chiic tai San Jose History Park (k& bén Vuon Nhat trén
dudng Senter).

Ky Niém 50 Niam Tha Huong. Ngudi Cong Gido t6 chiic Hoi Xuén At Ty, nhung khong phai cho riéng khéi Cong Gido
ma 12 cho moi ngudi dong huong d&n vui xuan. Dic biét ndm nay ky niém 50 nidm ti nan clia ngudi Viét tai Hai Ngoai.
Cho nén mdi goi 12 Xuan Tha Huong Bén Me. Trong nhiing ngay dau xuan ma ngudi Viét d&n dugc vdi nhau dén Tét,
thi qua that mang 14y sy &m 4p cla tinh ddng huong, xa Qué Huong nhung van qui tu lai v6i nhau va nd nhiing nu cudi,
tay bit mit miing thi d6 chinh I “vui nhu Tét”.

Xuén Tha Hueng Bén Me. Cht dé ctia Hoi Xuén nim At Ty 12 Xuan Tha Huong Bén Me. Cau chuyén Tiéc Cudi Cana
day cho chiing ta biét & bén Me thi khong Tét ciing s& Tét. Vi dudc yéu thuong, dudc che chd, dudc din dit. Khong phai
lic can Me mdi 6 bén Me. D6i tan hon trong cAu chuyén dau biét 1a tiéc cuéi sé thiéu rugu. Ho khong mdai Pic Me va
Chiia Giésu dé ctiu nguy, ma 12 Thuong Khach. Cau chuyén ciing cho thdy ring c6 Me & bén chiing ta thi moi su s& &n.

Nhiing ngudi hanh huong hy vong. Nim nay chiing ta d6n Tét 10ng trong nhiing ngay dau ctia Nam Thénh 2025. Cht
dé ctia Nim Thanh 12 “Nhiing NgUGi Hanh Huong Cta Hy Vong” Trong nhiing ngay Tét, ngudi Viét thudng chic tudi
nhau véi nhiing udc nguyen tot dep. Nhiing 13i chiic 12 nhiing niém hy vong trong nim méi. Khi ngudi Cong Gido goc
Viét budc vao ndm mdéi At Ty, thi ching ta mang 18y tAm tinh ctia nhung ngudi hanh huong hy vong. Di nhién hanh trinh
trong ndm At Ty s& ¢6 nhiing lic ngudi hanh huong cAm thdy mét mdi, nhung chiing ta vin tlen budc trong hy vong va
tin yéu. Nhu 16i Dtc Thanh Cha Phanxico: “Cha thich sy mét moi clia nhiing ngudi dang ti&n vé phia trude, chit khong
phéi sy budn chén ctia nhiing ngudi ding yén”.

“Lay Chua, Chda da day con hay song khon ngoan nhu con rin, nhung Chiia ciing day con hiy s6ng hién lanh nhu chim
bd cau. Nghia 13 su khon ngoan ctia con trong nim méi At Ty 2025 nay, phai dugc dlnh hlIdng sao cho that rd rang, sao
cho that chinh x4c nhat, @€ biét du 1a diéu quan trong nhat, dé biét dau 1a didu can thiét nhat, dé lua chon diéu ding
nhat, @ con con lo tip trung dAu tu thdi gian, tién bac, clia cai, cong stic, tai ning vao d6, d& dau tu cho phan rdi doi doi
ctia con. Xin Chua soi sdng cho con. Xin Chua gitip con Iga chon. Xin Chta chiic lanh cho con, va xin Chia ciing chic
lanh cho moi cong #n viéc 1am ctia con trong nim mdi ndy, dugc thuan 1gi, va dudc tién trién mot c4ch tot dep. Amen.”
(Lm. Phéro Nguyén Vin Mén - GP Long Xuyén)

Cau chiic anh chi em va gia dinh nhiing ngay Tét hanh phiic, vui vé va binh an.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
Chanh xd
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