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Sunday, July 5, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

This weekend, our nation marks a historic milestone: the 250th Anniversary of the United States of
America. It is a fitting moment to pause and give thanks—not only for the blessings we enjoy today, but
also for the vision, courage, and sacrifices of those who founded this nation.

What makes the United States unique? President Ronald Reagan once observed that when a person moves
to France, he does not become French; when he moves to Germany, he does not become German. But
when people come to America, they can become Americans. Whether our roots are in Vietnam, the
Philippines, Mexico, Europe, Africa, Asia, or any other part of the world, this nation welcomes us into a
common identity and a shared future.

America's strength has never been found in uniformity. Our strength comes from diversity united by
common values. Different cultures, languages, traditions, and experiences enrich our nation and make it
stronger. We are many peoples, yet one nation.

The Founding Fathers a country built upon the conviction that rights come not from rulers but from God.
At the heart of that unity is faith. The motto “In God We Trust” was first placed on American coins during
the Civil War in 1864 and was later adopted by Congress as the official motto of the United States in 1956.
Those four simple words remind us that a nation’s true strength does not come merely from wealth,
military power, or political influence. It comes from recognizing that we are accountable to a higher
authority and dependent upon God's providence.

As we celebrate 250 years of freedom, we honor the founders who gave us this nation and the generations
who preserved it. We also give thanks for the countless refugees and immigrants who found a home here.
For many Vietnamese, Filipinos, Mexicans, Europeans, and others from around the world, America
opened its doors and offered hope, opportunity, and freedom. We are gratetul for this land that became our
home, this land of liberty, and this nation that has never been afraid to acknowledge the importance of
faith in public life.

As America begins its next chapter, may we never take these blessings for granted. Let us preserve what
is best in our heritage, strengthen our communities, welcome those in need, and continue to place our trust
in God. If we remain faithful to the ideals of freedom, human dignity, and trust in divine providence, then
the story of America will not end at 250 years. With God's grace, it will continue to inspire future
generations for centuries to come.

May God bless America, and may America always remain one nation under God.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280




Gido Xu Viét Nam Piic Me La Vang
Our Lady of La Vang Parish

Nin Lhong Linkk Mue Ghinh Xt - Office of the Rastor
e Cla Clink o

Chtia Nhat, ngay 5 thang 7 nam 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chij Em:

Cudi tudn nay, dit nudc ching ta hin hoan miing ky niém 250 nim thanh lap Hop Chiing Qudc Hoa Ky. Pay 1a dip dé
chuing ta duing lai, nhin lai chang dudng di qua va dang 16i cam ta vi nhiing phic lanh ma ching ta dang dudgc hudng hom
nay, dong thdi tri An tim nhin, 1ong can ddm va nhiing hy sinh ctia c4c vi khai qudc cong than d dit nén méng cho qudc
gia nay.

Diéu gi 1am cho Hoa Ky trd nén dic biét? C8 Téng thong Ronald Reagan tling ndi ring: néu mot ngudi d&n sdng & Phép,
ho khong tr thanh ngudi Phdp; néu dén song & Diic, ho khong trd thanh ngudi Dic. Nhung khi mot ngudi dén Hoa Ky,
ho tré thanh ngudi My. Dui ngudn gdc clia chiing ta 1a Viét Nam, Phi Luat Tan, Mexico, cic qudc gia Au Chéu, hay bét ct
ndi ndo trén thé gidi, dat nudc nay md rong vong tay d6n nhan chiing ta vao mot ciin tinh chung vi mot tuong lai chung.

Stic manh ctia nuéc M§ chua bao gid nim & sy @dng nhat, nhung & su da dang dugc lién két bsi nhiing gia tri chung. Nhiing
nén vin héa, ngdn ngii, truyén thong va kinh nghiém song khéc nhau da 1am phong phii qudc gia nay va gép phan 1am cho
dat nu6c manh mé hon. Ching ta 1a nhiéu déan toc, nhung 12 mot qudc gia.

Céc vi 1ap qudc da xay dung mot dat nude dua trén mot niém xdc tin ring cdc quyén ciin ban clia con ngudi khong dén tit
chinh quyén nhung dén tit Thién Chia. O trung tAm cta sy hiép nhat 4y 12 ddc tin. Khiu hiéu “In God We Trust” (Chiing Ta
Tin Théac Vao Thién Chia) 1an du tién dugc in trén tién xu Hoa Ky vao nim 1864 gitta thdi Noi Chién, va dén nim 1956
dugc Qudc Hoi chinh thiic cong nhan 1a khiu hiéu qudc gia. Bon chit don so 4y nhic nhé ring stic manh dich thuc ciia mot
qudc gia khong chi dén tli su gidu c6, stic manh quan sy hay anh hudng chinh tri. Stic manh Ay d&n tit viéc nhin nhén ring
chiing ta 1& thudc vao su quan phong ctia Thién Chia va phéi séng theo nhiing gid tri cao ca Ngudi di ban.

Trong dip miing 250 nim nay, chiing ta tdn vinh céc vi 1ap qudc da khai sinh dat nudc, ddng thoi tri an biét bao thé h¢ da
bdo vé va phat trién nhiing gid tri tot dep 4y. Ching ta ciling dic biét biét on dit nudc nay dd md rong vong tay dén nhan
nhiing ngudi ti nan va di dan. D&i vé6i biét bao ngudi Viét Nam, Philippines, Mexico, Au Chau va tit khip noi trén thé gidi,
Hoa Ky da tr§ thanh qué huong méi, mang lai co hoi, hy vong va ti do. Ching ta cidm ta vi dat nudc da cho chiing ta mot
méi nha, vi viing dat ctia ty do, va vi mot qudc gia van ludn danh chd cho niém tin vao Thién Chda trong doi song cdng
dong.

Khi nuéc My budc vao ching dudng méi sau 250 nim, udc gi chiing ta dling bao gid coi nhiing 4n phic nay 1a diéu duong
nhién. Xin cho chiing ta biét gin giif nhiing gid tri tot dep ma cha 6ng da dé lai, xay dung cdc cdng ddng viing manh, rong
md véi nhitng ngudi dang cin gidp d6, va tiép tuc dit niém tin noi Thién Chida. Néu chiing ta trung thanh véi nhiing 1y tudng
vé tu do, phdm gid con ngudi va long tin thac vao Thién Chia, cAu chuyén clia nudc M§ sé& khong diing lai & cdt mdc 250
nim, nhung sé& ti€p tuc 12 ngudn cdm hiing cho nhiéu th& hé mai sau.

Xin Thién Chia chdc lanh cho nuéc M§. Va xin cho nuéc M§ ludn 1a mot quéc gia ddt minh dudi sy hudng dan va quan
phong ctia Thién Chda.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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