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Sunday, February 22, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Thirteen years ago, on February 28, 2013, Pope Benedict X VI stepped down from the papacy—the first
pontiff to do so in nearly six centuries. His stated reason was clear and humble: declining strength no
longer allowed him to carry the weight of the Petrine ministry as it should be carried. In plain terms, he
knew he was old and physically weak, though his mind remained lucid and alert. History proved the
wisdom of that decision. He lived another ten years in quiet peace, prayer, and dignity—serving the
Church in a different but no less profound way.

A few weeks ago, Cardinal Timothy Dolan stepped down as Archbishop of New York at the age of 76. In
obedience to canon law, he had submitted his resignation upon turning 75, and it has now been accepted.
What is striking is not his age, but his condition: humorous, energetic, healthy—by all appearances,
capable of continuing for several more years.

And yet, this is precisely the point. There is an art to stepping down while one is still healthy.

To pass the staft to another—often younger—is not a loss of relevance, but a profession of faith: this is
the Church of Christ. Without us, He still governs. Leadership in the Church is stewardship, not
ownership. Letting go at the right moment is an act of humility and trust.

Retirement or resignation does not mean being finished. Christ may still use a bishop or priest through
writing, teaching, mentoring younger clergy, assisting parish priests, or simply praying for the Church.
For many shepherds, today’s responsibilities feel like a heavy burden. To be released from them can be a
blessing from God. “Come to me, all you who labor... for my yoke is easy and my burden light.” (Mt
11:28-30)

The temptation, however, is to hold on too long—to remain in position until renewal is delayed, reforms
are stalled, and yesterday’s chapter tries to answer today’s challenges. An old chapter cannot fully address
a present reality. What begins as dedication can quietly turn into obstruction.

We see this temptation clearly in world leaders who cling to power. Many once stood as national heroes,
only to fall so far out of step with their people that crowds eventually take to the streets demanding their
departure. What could have been a graceful exit becomes a painful collapse.

To step aside at the right time is not retreat—it is wisdom. It allows new leaders to rise, the Church to
breathe, and the mission to continue unburdened. True greatness is not measured by how long one stays,
but by knowing when to entrust the work to others—and to rest, confident that God’s work never depends
on us alone.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 22 thang 2 nam 2026

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Mudi ba nam trudc, vao ngay 28 thang 2 ndm 2013, Dic Gido hoang Bénédicté6 X VI da tit nhi€ém st vu Gido hoang -
trd thanh vi Gido hoang diu tién 1am diéu nay sau gin sau thé ky. Ly do ngai dua ra rat rd rang va khiém ton: stc luc
thé 1y khong con di dé chu toan sit mang Phérd nhu st mang Ay doi hoi. Néi cdch khéc, ngai y thiic minh di gia va
y&u vé thé xdc, du trf tué vAn minh mAn va sdng sudt. Lich st di chiing minh su khon ngoan ctia quyét dinh d6. Ngai
s6ng thém gan mudi nim trong binh an, thinh ling va cAu nguyén - ti€p tuc phuc vu Hoi Thanh theo mdt céch khic,
Am tham nhung khong kém phan siu xa.

Vai tuln trudc, Pic Hong y Timothy Dolan di chinh thiic r8i nhiém vu Téng Gidm muc New York & tudi 76. Theo
gifo luat, ngai da dé don xin tif nhiém khi tron 75 tudi, va nay Diic Gido hoang d chap thuin. Piéu dang chii y khdng
phai 12 tudi tdc, ma 12 tinh trang clia ngai: vui tudi, ddy sinh Ivc, khde manh - xét theo bé ngoai, ngai hoan toan cé thé
ti€p tuc thém vai nim niia.

Vi chinh diéu d6 1am ndi bat y nghia sdu xa clia viéc nay.

Trao lai cAy gdy muc tli cho ngudi khdc - thudng 12 tré hon - khong phdi 1a ddnh mat vai trd, ma 12 mot 16i tuyén xung
ddc tin: day 12 Hoi Thanh ctia Pic Kitd. Khong c6 chiing ta, Ngudi vAn cai quan. Quyén lanh dao trong Hoi Thanh 1a
su Uy théc, chd khong phai sé hitu. Biét budng ding lic 1a mot hanh vi khiém nhudng va tin théc.

Tl nhiém hay nghi huu khong c¢6é nghia 12 két thiic. Pic Kitd van c6 thé dung cdc gidm muc hay linh muc qua viéc
viét Iach, giang day, ddng hanh vé6i hang linh muc tré, trg gitp cdc cha xd, hay don gian 1a cAu nguyén cho Hoi Thénh.
Dai vé6i nhiéu vi chi chin, trach nhiém muc vu ngay nay 1a mot ganh niing 16n. Pudc gidi thoét khoi nhiing bon phan
niing né Ay c6 thé 12 mot An hué ctia Thién Chia. “Hiy d&n vé6i Ta, h&i nhiing ai dang vat va v mang ganh ning né...
vi 4ch cuia Ta thi €m 4i va ganh cta Ta thi nhe nhang.” (Mt 11:28-30)

Cam db nim & chd mudn tiép tuc nim giit chiic vu qua 1au - cho dén khi viéc canh tan bi tri tré, cai t6 bi bod 15, va
chuong cfii ¢6 trd 16i cho nhiing thdch d& ctia hién tai. Mot chuong cii khong thé gidi quyét tron ven nhiing vin dé mdi.
Diéu khéi dau bing long tan tuy c6 thé Am thAm trd thanh luc can.

Cém db Ay ciling thay rit rd noi cdc nha lanh dao thé gidi. Nhidu ngudi tiing dugc ton vinh nhu anh hiing dan toc,
nhung din dan trd nén xa rdi dan chiing, d€ rdi c6 ngay ngudi dan xudng dudng doi ho phai ra di. L& ra d6 c6 thé 1a
mdt cudc lui buée trong danh du, thi lai trd thanh mdt su sup d6 dau dén.

Biét rit lui diing liic khong phai 1a thdo chay - ma 12 khon ngoan. Piéu @6 mé dudng cho thé hé méi trdi ddy, gitip
Hdi Thanh dudc thd, va st mang tiép tuc tién budc nhe nhang hon. Su vi dai dich thiic khong dugce do bing thdi gian
nim giit chiic vu, nhung bing kha niing biét trao lai cdng viéc cho ngudi khic, va nghi ngoi trong niém xic tin ring
cOng trinh cta Thién Chia khong bao gid 1€ thudc vao riéng mot con ngudi nao.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xd
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