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Dear parishioners and friends:

In today’s world, differences are often seen as a source of division. Differences in opinions can lead to
arguments. Differences in culture can create misunderstandings. Differences between generations can widen
the gap between people. Even within families, parishes, and communities, differences can sometimes become
obstacles to unity.

Yet Stephen R. Covey, author of The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, offers a very different perspective.
In his sixth habit, “Synergize,” he teaches that “differences are strengths, not weaknesses.”

Indeed, God did not create us to be identical. Each person has been given unique gifts, experiences, talents,
and perspectives. If everyone thought alike, acted alike, and viewed the world in exactly the same way, life
would be unimaginably poor. Diversity is part of the beauty of God’s creation.

Saint Paul used the image of the human body to describe the Church. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I do
not need you.” Nor can the head say to the feet, “You are of no use to me.” Every part is different, yet each
contributes to the life and health of the whole body. The Church is no different. Every member has a unique
vocation and role, but all are called to work together in building up the Body of Christ.

We see this reality in parish life every day. Some people are gifted in prayer and spiritual leadership. Others
excel at organization and administration. Some bring wisdom gained through years of experience, while
others offer youthful energy and fresh ideas. Some serve quietly behind the scenes, while others take visible
leadership roles. If everyone expected others to think and act exactly as they do, parish life would become a
competition rather than a collaboration. But when we appreciate the gifts that others bring, our community
becomes richer and stronger.

Unfortunately, when we hear an opinion different from our own, we may immediately look for reasons to
reject it. When we encounter someone whose perspective challenges ours, we may assume they are wrong. Yet
true maturity requires the humility to listen. Another person may see something that we have overlooked.
Their experience may help us understand an issue more deeply. Through respectful dialogue, a better solution
may emerge than either person could have discovered alone. This is the essence of synergy. In synergy, one
plus one becomes more than two. Together, people can accomplish far more than they ever could separately.

This lesson is especially important as the Church continues to embrace the spirit of synodality. Walking
together does not mean thinking alike. It means listening to one another with respect, openness, and trust in
the Holy Spirit. Often, God speaks to us through people who see the world differently from we do, through
voices we might not expect, and through experiences we ourselves have never had.

May we learn to see differences not as threats, but as gifts. For when we welcome one another’s unique talents
and perspectives with charity and humility, we discover that God can accomplish far greater things through us
together than through any one of us alone.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong xi hoi hdm nay, ngudi ta thudng xem su khac biét 1a nguyén nhan ctia chia ré. Khéc biét vé quan diém din dén tranh cii.
Khic biét vé vin héa dan dén hiéu 1Am. Khac biét vé th& hé din dén khoang cdch. Ngay ca trong gia dinh, gido xt hay cong doan,
nhiing khdc biét @i khi tré thanh 1y do khién ngudi ta xa cdch nhau.

Tuy nhién, Stephen R. Covey, tic gid cuén 7 Théi Quen Ciia Ngudi Thanh Pat, lai dua ra mot cdi nhin hoan toan khac. Ong goi
d6 1a nguyén tic “Hiép Luc” (Synergize) va khing dinh: “Khéc biét 1a siic manh, khong phai trd ngai.”

That vay, Thién Chiia khdng tao dung con ngudi gidng hét nhau. Mdi ngudi dudc ban nhiing kha ning, kinh nghiém, tinh cich
va 4n sting khic nhau. Néu moi ngudi déu suy nghi nhu nhau, 1dm viéc nhu nhau v nhin moi su nhu nhau, thé gidi s& ngheo nan
bi€t bao. Chinh sy da dang lam nén vé dep clia cong trinh sdng tao.

Thénh Phaold da dung hinh anh than thé dé néi vé Hoi Thanh. Mit khong thé néi véi tay ring: “To6i khong can anh.” PAu ciing
khong thé néi véi chan ring: “Anh khong c6 ich gi cho tdi.” M&i bd phan déu khac nhau, nhung tt ca ciing gép phin 1am cho
than thé dugc song dong va phat trién. Hoi Thanh ciing vay. M&i ngudi mot on goi, mot vai trd, mot kha ning riéng, nhung tat ca
cling cong tic dé xay dung Nhiém Thé Chiia Kitd.

Trong ddi song gido xd, ching ta d& nhan thiy diéu nay. C6 ngudi gidi cAu nguyén, c6 ngudi gidi td chiic. Cé ngudi c6 kinh
nghiém, c6 ngudi ddy nhiét huyét tudi tré. C6 ngudi Am tham phuc vu phia sau, c6 ngudi ddm nhan nhiing céng viéc trude cong
chiing. N&u ai cfing mudn ngudi khic phéi gidng minh, gido xi s& trd thanh ndi canh tranh hon 13 cong tdc. Nhung khi biét trin
trong nhiing khdc biét va nhin nhan gid tri ndi nhau, cong doan s& trd nén phong phi hon rat nhiéu.

Diéu ddng ti&c 1a khi nghe mdt y kién trdi v6i minh, chiing ta voi tim cdch bac bd. Khi gdp mot ngudi c6 16i suy nghi khac, ching
ta d& két luan riing ho sai. Thé nhung, sy trudng thanh doi hdi ching ta biét Iing nghe vé6i tim hdn rong mé. C6 thé ngudi khéc
dang nhin thiy diéu ma chiing ta chua thdy. C6 thé kinh nghiém clia ho sé gitip chiing ta hiéu siu hon v& mot van dé. C6 thé chinh
tll nhiing khéc biét Ay ma mot giai phép t6t dep hon sé& xuat hién. D6 chinh 12 y nghia ctia “hiép luc”. Khi d6, mot cdng mot khdng
con bing hai nita, nhung trd thanh ba, bon hay nhiéu hon thé.

Trong bdi canh Gido Hoi dang dugc mai goi song tinh than hiép hanh, bai hoc nay cang tré nén can thiét. Hiép hanh khong c6
nghia 12 moi ngudi phai giéng nhau, nhung 14 cling budc di véi nhau trong sy ton trong va ling nghe. Chinh Chia Thanh Thin
thudng hoat ddng qua nhiing con ngudi khéc vé6i ching ta, qua nhiing ti€ng néi ma chiing ta it ngd t6i, qua nhiing kinh nghiém
ma chung ta chua tling trai qua.

Ué6c mong mbi ngudi chiing ta biét nhin su khac biét khong nhu mdt méi de doa, nhung nhu mdt hdng an Chia gtii d&n. Bai I8,
khi biét d6n nhan va cong tic véi nhau trong tinh yéu thuong, chiing ta s& khdm ph4 riing nhiing gi c6 thé thyc hién chung ludn
16n lao hon rét nhiéu so vé6i nhiing gi mdi ngudi ¢6 thé 1am mot minh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
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