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Sunday, October 25, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

On June 13, 2026, Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, a French missionary of the Paris Foreign Missions Society and
currently the Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh, was awarded a prestigious honorary title by Buddhist leaders in
Cambodia in recognition of his longstanding contributions to the Buddhist community.

According to the American Catholic news network EWTN, Bishop Olivier has, over the years, supported
educational, humanitarian, and community development initiatives benefiting Buddhist communities. These
efforts include building a primary school, constructing a road connecting a Catholic community to a Buddhist
temple, providing relief during the COVID-19 pandemic, and assisting families displaced by border conflicts.
Other reports suggest that he also provided financial support for the construction of Buddhist temples, Buddha
statues, residences for monks, and other Buddhist religious activitics. However, these particular claims require
further verification.

This event has sparked mixed reactions. Many have praised it as a beautiful witness to fraternity and interreligious
dialogue. Others, however, have raised an important question: Should a Catholic bishop financially support the
construction of places of worship for another religion? If donations from Catholic faithful were used for such
purposes, would this be consistent with the Church's responsibility to administer its resources faithfully? Of
course, there is currently no confirmed evidence that any funds were used improperly.

This story reminds me of a charming example from the Mekong Delta in Vietnam. A Buddhist temple and a
Catholic church stand across the street from one another. During the Buddhist celebration of Vu Lan, the Catholic
church opens its parking lot to Buddhists attending ceremonies at the temple. At Christmas, the Buddhist temple
returns the kindness by allowing Catholics to park there while attending Mass. What a beautiful expression of
neighborly friendship and mutual respect!

Supporting one another and promoting interreligious dialogue are certainly commendable. The Second Vatican
Council, through its declaration Nostra Aetate, encourages Catholics to recognize and appreciate the goodness and
spiritual values found in other religions, while remaining faithful to Jesus Christ.

Nevertheless, we must distinguish between helping people of other religions and directly financing their religious
worship. Building schools and hospitals, assisting the poor, and providing disaster relief are works of charity fully
consistent with the mission of the Catholic Church. However, using Church resources to construct places of
worship for other religions requires careful discernment.

We do not need to build a Buddhist temple to demonstrate our love for Buddhists, just as Buddhists do not need to
build a Catholic church to show their respect for Catholics. Sometimes, simply opening our gates so that our
neighbors can park their cars is enough to express genuine fraternity.

We can work together to accomplish many good things for humanity and society without necessarily financing the
religious worship activities of other faiths. At the same time, we must respect the intentions of those who
contribute financially and, above all, remain mindful that the proclamation of the Gospel continues to be the
fundamental mission of the Church.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 25 thang 10 ndm 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 13 thang 6 nam 2026, Dic cha Olivier Schmitthaeusler, ngudi Phap, thuoc Hoi Thuia sai Paris, hién la Pai di€n Tong toa
Phnom Penh, di dugc gidi 1anh dao Phat gido Campuchia trao ting mdt danh hiéu cao quy nhim ghi nhin nhiing déng gép lau
dai cta ngai cho Gido Hoi Phat Gido.

Theo hing thdng tdn Cong Gido EWTN clia My, trong nhiéu nim qua, Dic cha Olivier da hd trg c4c hoat dong gido duc, nhan
dao va phit trién Gido Hoi Phat Gido, nhu x4y dung trudng tiéu hoc, 1am dudng ndi cdng doan Céng Gido v6i mdt ngdi chiia, ctiu
trg trong dai dich COVID-19 va gitp dd nhiing gia dinh phai di tan vi xung dot bién gii. Mot s6 thong tin khac con cho ring
ngai da ho trg tai chinh x4y dung chiia, tugng Phat, ndi cu trii ctia cdc nha su va cdc sinh hoat clia bén Phat Gido, tuy nhién nhiing
chi tiét nay cn dugc kiém ching thém.

Su kién nay da gy ra nhiing ¥ kién trdi chiéu. Nhiéu ngudi ca nggi day 1a mot ching td dep vé tinh huynh dé va ddi thoai lién ton.
Nhung ciing ¢6 nguoi dit cau hoi: Mot vi Gidm muc Cong Gido ¢6 nén tai trg cho nhiing cong trinh thd phugng cla ton gido khic
khong? Néu sti dung tién dang cling ctia gido dan, liéu diéu d6 c6 phit hop véi trach nhiém quén 1y thi san ctia Gido Hoi Cong
Gi4o? Di nhién, hién chua c6 bing chiing xdc nhan ngudn tai chinh dudc sit dung khong ding muc dich.

Cau chuyén nay khién t6i nhé @& mot hinh 4nh rat dé thuong & mién Tay, Viét Nam. Mot ngdi chiia va mot nha thd nim d6i
dién nhau, chi cich mdt con dudng. Vio dip 1€ Vu Lan ctia Phat Gizo, nha thd Cong Gido md ctia cho c4c Phat tii vao dau xe dé
di chuia. Pén L& Gidng Sinh thi nha chiia lai mé ciia cho gido dan Cong Gido vio diu xe d& tham dy Thénh 1&. That 13 mdt hinh
4nh dep vé tinh nghia ldng giéng va sy ton trong 14n nhau!

HJ trg nhau va ¢6 vo lién ton 1a diéu dang khich 1&. Cong ddng Vatican II, qua Tuyén ngdn Nostra Aetate, khuyén khich ngudi
Cong gido tran trong nhiing gid tri tot dep noi c4c ton gido khic, nhung ddng thdi phai trung thanh véi ddc tin vao Dic Giésu Kito.

Tuy nhién, cin phan biét gilia viéc gidp dd nhiing ngudi khdc ton gido va viéc truc tiép tai trg cho nhiing hoat dong thd phugng
cta hg. Xiy trudng hoc, bénh vién, gidp ngudi ngheo hay ciu trgd thién tai 1a nhiing viéc bac ai phu hdp véi sit mang cla Gido
Hoi Cong Gido. Nhung viéc st dung tai san Gido Hoi dé xAy dung cic cong trinh thd phugng ctia ton gido khdc thi cAn dudc phin
dinh than trong.

Chiing ta khong cin xay mot ngdi chiia & chiing minh riing minh yéu thuong ngudi Phat gido, ciing nhu ngudi Phat gido khong
cAn x4y mdt nha thd @& chitng minh ho t6n trong ngudi Cong gido. Poi khi, chi cAn mé canh céng cho ngudi hang x6m du xe
cling dd no6i 1€n tinh huynh dg.

Chiing ta c6 thé cting nhau l1am nhiéu diéu t6t dep cho con ngudi va xa hoi, ma khong nhét thiét phai ti trg cho nhiing sinh hoat
thd phugng clia cdc ton gido khéc. DPdng thdi, cling can ton trong muc dich ctia nhiing ngudi déng gép va nhat 12 ludn ¥ thic ring
st mang loan bdo Tin Miing van 1a dinh huéng cin ban ctia Gido Hoi.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
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