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Sunday, August 2, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

The famous statue known throughout the world as the Black Madonna of Montserrat is kept in the
Benedictine monastery of Montserrat, high in the mountains near Barcelona, Spain. The Basilica of
Montserrat has been one of Europe's greatest Marian pilgrimage sites for nearly a thousand years,
welcoming millions of pilgrims who come to seek the Blessed Mother's intercession.

For centuries, this beloved image has been affectionately called La Moreneta—*the Little Dark One.”
Most people naturally assume that she has always been black. Yet scientific studies have revealed a
fascinating story.

The wooden statue, carved in the twelfth century from white poplar, was originally painted with
light-colored skin. Over many centuries, smoke from candles and incense gradually darkened the surface.
During restorations in the sixteenth century and again in the early nineteenth century, artists repainted the
face a darker brown and eventually black, giving the statue the appearance we recognize today.

Perhaps even more remarkable is what the studies also confirmed: despite these changes in color, the
statue preserved at Montserrat is still the original medieval sculpture that generations of pilgrims have
loved and venerated for hundreds of years.

The story of the Black Madonna reminds us to remain humble. Truth often requires patience. It asks us to
listen, to learn, and to allow others to share what they know. When we approach life with humility instead
of certainty, we often discover something far more beautiful than our first impressions.

This spirit of discovery is one of the reasons we warmly invite everyone to our Marian Days 2026, from
August 13—16 at Eastridge Mall in San José. This year's theme, “Loved by Mary to Love Like Mary,”
reminds us that we first receive the Blessed Mother's love so that we, in turn, may love as she loved—with
humility, faith, and complete trust in Christ.

We are especially honored to welcome Bishop Joseph D& Quang Khang of Bic Ninh, Vietnam, a gifted
preacher who will preside at our liturgies and help us deepen our understanding of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and her role in leading us to her Son. He will also host a question-and-answer session, offering
everyone an opportunity to explore various aspects of our Catholic faith.

Whether you have attended Marian Days for many years or this will be your first time, come with an open
heart. You may arrive expecting one thing, but leave having discovered something far greater. Like the
pilgrims of Montserrat, let us come to Mary—not merely to admire an image, but to encounter the Mother
who always leads us to Jesus Christ.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 2 thang 8 ndm 2026

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em:

Bric tugng ndi tiéng dugc ca thé gidi biét d&n véi tén goi Piic Ba Pen Montserrat hién dudc ton kinh tai Pan vién
Bién Pic Montserrat, trén ngon ntii Montserrat gin thanh phd Barcelona, TAy Ban Nha. Vuong cung Th4nh dudng
Montserrat tit 1au dd 12 mot trong nhiing trung tim hanh huong kinh Piic Me ndi tiéng nhét ciia chau Au, dén tiép
hang triéu tin hitu d&n cAu nguyén va tim ngudn ning dd thiéng liéng.

Sudt nhiéu thé ky, bic tugng dugc ngudi dan triu mén goi 1a La Moreneta - nghia 1a “Me Nhé Da Sim Mau”. Hau
hét moi ngudi déu nghi ring Dic Me von dd ¢6 mau da den tii ban dau. Thé nhung, céc nghién cdu khoa hoc di cho
thdy mot cau chuyén rat thd vi.

Biic tugng bing gb bach duong tring (white poplar), dudc tac vao thé ky XII, nguyén thily c6 nudc da sang. Trai qua
nhiéu thé ky, khéi tii nén va huong tram di 1am 16p son dan din sim mau. Trong nhiing 14n trung tu vao th& ky XVI
va dau thé ky XIX, cdc nghé nhan tiép tuc son lai khuén mit v6i mau nau ddm rdi den nhu ching ta thdy ngay nay.

Diéu dang ngac nhién hon nita 1a cic chuyén gia ciing xdc nhan: miic dit mau sic di thay d6i theo dong thdi gian, biic
tugng hién dang dugc ton kinh tai Montserrat van chinh 12 biic tugng nguyén thiy ctia thdi Trung C6 ma biét bao th&
hé tin hitu ¢ d&€n cAu nguyén sudt hang trim nim qua.

CAu chuyén vé Diic Ba Pen Montserrat nhic nhé ching ta biét song khiém nhudng trude sy that. Su that doi hoi ching
ta phai biét 1ing nghe, biét hoc héi va biét md long dén nhan nhiing diéu ngudi khdc ¢6 thé gitip minh hi€u rd hon.
Chinh trong thdi d§ khiém t6n ay, ching ta thudng kham pha ra nhiing diéu ky diéu vugt xa nhiing gi minh tiing nghi.

Vé6i tam tinh d6, gido xi xin mdi quy dng ba va anh chi em tham du Pai Hoi Thanh MAu La Vang San José Ky 111,
s& dudc t6 chiic tii ngiy 13 dén 16 thang 8 nim 2026 tai khu thuong x4 Eastridge vé6i cht dé “Pudc Me Yéu Pé Yéu
Nhu Me.”

Dic biét nim nay, ching ta han hanh dugc dén ti€p Pic Cha Giuse P56 Quang Khang, Gidm muc Gido phan Bic
Ninh, mdt nha giang thuyét dugc nhiéu ngudi yéu mén. Piic Cha Bic Ninh s& chi su cic cti hanh phung vu, chia sé vé
tinh yéu ctia Pidc Trinh Nii Maria va huéng din chiing ta hoc noi Me céch yéu mén Chiia Kit6 ciing nhu yéu thuong
tha nhan. Ngoai ra, Dtic Cha con c¢6 budi hoi dap dc tin, gitip moi ngudi cling tim hi€u nhiéu van dé trong ddi song
Cong gido.

Du c4c tin hitu @ vai 14n tham dy Dai Hoi Thdnh MAu tai san Jose hay ddy méi 13 1in ddu tién, xin hiy d&n v6i mot
tam hon rong md. Biét dau, cling nhu ciu chuyén vé Diic Ba Montserrat, chiing ta s& khim pha ra mot diéu méi mé,
mot gée nhin sdu sic hon, hay mot hdng an ma trude ddy minh chua tiing nhan thay. Va trén hét, chiing ta s& gip gd
Diic Maria - Ngudi Me ludn yéu thuong chiing ta va khong ngling dan dua chiing ta d&n vé6i Con ctia Me 1a Chda
Giésu Kitd.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng

Chanh xu
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