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Sunday, December 14, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

KWTX-TV in Waco recently reported a heartbreaking story: a 12-year-old Texas boy came home from
school to find his apartment completely emptied. His mother and her boyfriend had packed up their
belongings and moved out—without him. According to the police affidavit, the child told officers that
“his family packed up and moved and left him there.” The apartment was described as “completely
barren.” A neighbor reported that the couple had kicked the boy out on previous occasions, and the child
said they had mentioned they might move soon.

When officers reached the mother, Erica Renee Sanders, and her boyfriend, Keven Dwyane Adams,
Adams stated that Sanders had moved in with him—but her son “was not welcome in his home.” Sanders
told police that her brother was supposed to pick up the boy after school, but she refused to provide
contact information. Hours later, police finally reached the uncle, who said he knew nothing about such
an arrangement. Both Sanders and Adams were arrested and charged with abandoning or endangering a
child without intent to return.

Children’s greatest fear is not the dark. It’s not monsters. It’s being left behind—unwanted, forgotten, or
abandoned. Even small actions can leave deep wounds: leaving a child waiting to be picked up, joking
about leaving them behind, or making them feel like a burden. Every child needs one thing more than
anything else: the assurance that they belong, that they matter, that someone will always come for them.

This Christmas season, our parish’s Caritas Group is launching the Giving Tree, a beautiful tradition that
collects gifts for poor and vulnerable children in Vietnam. Each tag on the tree represents the Christmas
wish of a child who has very little—sometimes nothing at all.

Why do we give? Because generosity restores dignity. It tells a child, “You are not forgotten. Someone
across the world sees you and cares.” A simple shoe box, a toy, a warm jacket, or a school supply kit can
do more than meet a physical need—it can heal the deeper wound of feeling invisible.

For these children, many of whom live in poverty, loss, or family instability, a Christmas gift becomes a
sign of hope. It teaches them that goodness exists, that kindness crosses oceans, and that God’s love finds
them even where life feels hardest.

In a world where some children are abandoned, forgotten, or left behind, we are called to be the opposite:
to show up, to lift up, to love without counting the cost. Every gift we give, every act of kindness we offer,
whispers a holy truth to a child— “You are loved. You are remembered. You matter.” And perhaps that is
the most beautiful way to prepare our hearts for Christmas:

by making sure that no child—near or far—ever feels alone.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 14 thang 12 ndm 2025

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

KWTX-TV & Waco gin diy dua tin vé mot ciu chuyén dau long: mot ciu bé 12 tudi & Texas di hoc vé thi thay cidn hd
ctia minh da bi don sach tron. Me ciu va ban trai ctia ba da thu don hét @4 dac va don di - bd lai cAu mot minh. Theo
ban tudng trinh clia canh sét, cau bé néi véi cic si quan ring “gia dinh da thu don db dac, chuyén di va bd chdu lai.”
Ciin hod duge md ta 12 “tréng tron hoan toan.” Mot ngudi hang xém cho biét cip d6i nay da tliing dudi cau bé ra khoi
nha trude diy, va cau bé ciing néi ring ho da tling néi s& chuyén di trong mot ngay gin day.

Khi canh sat lién lac dudc véi ngudi me, Erica Renee Sanders, va ban trai cia ba 1a Keven Dwyane Adams, Adams
néi ring Sanders d3 don dén sdng véi 6ng ta - nhung con trai ba “khdng dudc chio d6n trong nha 6ng ta.” Sanders néi
v6i canh sit ring anh trai ba s& d6n ciu bé sau git hoc, nhung ba tl chdi cung cip thong tin lién lac. Nhiéu gio sau,
khi c4nh st tim dugc ngudi chd, 6ng cho biét 6ng hoan toan khong biét gi vé viéc nay. C4 Sanders va Adams déu bi
bét va bi budc toi bé roi hodic gdy nguy hiém cho tré em véi ¥ dinh khong quay lai.

Nbi s¢ 16n nhat clia tré em khong phai 12 bong t8i. Khong phai 12 qudi vat. Ma 12 bi bo roi - trd nén khong ai mudn,
bi quén lang, hoic bi chdi bd. Ngay ca nhiing hanh dong nhd ciing c6 thé dé lai vét thuong sau: dé tré chd don lau,
dlia gidn vé viéc bo lai chiing, hoic khién chiing cAm thdy minh 12 ganh ning. M&i dida tré cAn mot diéu hon tat ca: su
chic chén ring chiing thudc vé, riing chiing c6 gid tri, va ring ludn c6 ai d6 sé dén vi chiing.

Mua Gidng Sinh ndm nay, Nhém Caritas cua gido xi ching ta khéi dong chuong trinh Cay Gidng Sinh Yéu Thuong,
mdt truyén thong that dep nhim quyén gép qua cho nhiing tré em ngheo va dé tén thuong tai Viét Nam. Mdi tAm thiép
treo trén ciy 12 mot uc mong Gidng Sinh clia mdt em nho gan nhu ching ¢6 gi - thAm chi 1a chang c6 gi ca.

Tai sao chiing ta cho di? B&i vi long quang dai khdi phuc phdm gid. N6 néi véi mot dda tré ring: “Con khong bi quén
lang. C6 ngudi bén kia dai duong nhin thay va yéu thuong con.” Mot hop qua nhd, mot mén dd choi, mdt chiée 4o
Am hay vai dung cu hoc tip khdng chi ddp ting nhu ciu vat chat - ma con chita 1anh vét thuong vo hinh ciia cdm gidc
bi bo quén.

Déi vé6i nhiing em nhd séng trong canh nghéo khé, mat mat hoiic gia dinh bat &n, mdt mén qua Gidng Sinh trd thanh
d&u chi ctia hy vong. N6 day céc em ring sy thién hdo vin con trong thé gidi ndy, ring 1ong nhan 4i c6 thé vugt dai
duong, va ring tinh yéu ctia Chia vAn tim dén véi cdc em ngay ca gifia nhiing hoan canh khé khin nhat.

Trong mot thé gidi noi ¢ nhiing dia tré bi bo roi, bi quén lang, hodc bi bo lai phia sau, ching ta dugc mdi goi lam
diéu ngudc lai: hién dién, ning d3 va yéu thuong khong tinh todn. Mbi mén qua ching ta trao di, mdi cli chi nhan 4i
chiing ta thyc hién, déu thi thAm mot chén 1y thanh thiéng vao 1ong tré tho - “Con dugc yéu thuong. Con dugc nhé
dén. Con c6 gid tri.” Va c6 1€ d6 1a cach dep nhat @& chudn bi tim hdn chiing ta dén Chiia Gidng Sinh: bio ddm ring
khong mot dida tré nao - gan hay xa - phai cam thdy c6 don.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xu
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