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Sunday, July 6, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

This year, the United States celebrates 249 years since the Declaration of Independence—a historic
milestone marking the beginning of a nation founded on the ideals of freedom, democracy, justice, and
human dignity. For Americans, the Fourth of July is not just a celebration—it is also an occasion to honor
the sacrifices of the past and reflect on the responsibilities of the present.

As Vietnamese Catholics living in the United States, we have a duty to thank God for granting us a second
homeland—a place where we can freely live our faith, contribute to society, and dream of a better future.
At the same time, we are called to learn from the founding fathers: their patriotism above personal
interest, their ability to unite people of diverse backgrounds, and their courageous commitment to the
common good.

The United States is a progressive nation, with exceptional achievements in science, education, human
rights, and religious freedom. Yet, it also faces serious challenges: social division, a decline in religious
faith, fractured family life, and an increasingly individualistic lifestyle. In other words, we have freedom,
but often lack solidarity; we have independence, but not enough unity.

These challenges are also reflected within the life of the Church. Today’s youth sometimes joke, with a
hint of sadness: “They’re best friends—but each to their own.” Unfortunately, this sentiment is also
present in our Vietnamese Catholic community. We have great potential, but limited collaboration. We are
devout, but often disconnected. We have heart, but lack collective effort.

The upcoming Second La Vang Marian Congress in San Jose is an initiative to gather Vietnamese
Catholics across Northern California. Behind this grand vision, however, is a humble organizing
team—consisting almost entirely of the pastoral staff and parishioners of Our Lady of La Vang
Vietnamese Catholic Church. Why is that? Because we lack bridges. Because many communities still
choose to “take care of their own.” Because other events scheduled in Vietnamese parishes at the same
time have unintentionally weakened the power of a united community that is otherwise full of zeal.

I write this letter as a heartfelt appeal to the lay leadership of Our Lady of La Vang Parish. We choose to
move forward—mnot to showcase ourselves, but to serve. Not because we have enough resources, but
because we can no longer wait. We do this to honor Our Lady of La Vang. To preserve the fire of faith. To
kindle hope for a more united community in the future.

Our Lady of La Vang is called a Viethamese parish—not merely because of language, but because of
mission. We hope to become a true motherly home, open to welcome all Vietnamese Catholics, no matter
where they come from. May this Independence Day inspire us to remain independent without becoming
isolated, to stay united without losing our identity, and to belong to one another in the charity and faith of
those who share one mission, one calling.

Let us keep each other in prayer.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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Chda Nhat, ngay 6 thang 7 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Nim nay, Hoa Ky miing 249 nim ngay Tuyén ngoén Doc 1ap - mot ddu mdc lich st khéi dau cho hanh trinh dung
xay mot qudc gia 14y ly tu6ng ti do, dén chu, cong 1y va nhan phidm 1am nén tang. V6i ngudi dan My, ngay 4
thdng 7 khong chi 1 1€ hoi - ma con 14 co hdi d€ ghi on nhiing ngudi di trudc va suy tu vé trach nhiém ctia minh
hoém nay.

La ngudi Cong Gido Viét Nam song tai Hoa Ky, chiing ta ¢6 bon phin cdm ta Chia vi da ban cho chiing ta mot
qué huong thii hai - noi chiing ta dugc song niém tin mot cach tu do, duge déng gép, va dudc mo uéc. Nhung
ddng thdi, chiing ta ciing dugc mdi goi hoc ndi cdc vi 1ap qudc: 1ong yéu nude vugt 1én trén quyén 1gi c4 nhan,
kha niing két noi nhiing con ngudi khac biét, va tinh than can dam dan than cho cdng ich.

Hoa Ky Ia quéc gia tién bod, v6i nhiing thanh tuu vugt troi vé khoa hoc, gido duc, nhan quyén, tu do ton gido. ..
Nhung ciing dang do6i dié€n nhieu thach do: chia ré trong xa hoi, suy giam dic tin, doi song gia dinh ran v3, va
101 song ich ky ca nhan héa. Néi cach khac: ching ta ¢6 ty do, nhung thi€u lién ddi; c6 ddc 1ap, nhung khdng da
hiép nhat.

Thuic trang iy ciing phéan chiéu trong doi sdng Gido Hoi Cong Gido. Gidi tré hom nay d6i khi néi vui ma chua
chat: “Ho 12 ban than, nhung than ai ndy lo.” Va diéu d6 ciing dang xay ra trong Cong Pdng Cong Gido Viét
Nam ching ta. Ching ta day tiém ning, nhung thigu két ndi. C6 1ong dao, nhung thi€u phdi hgp. C6 tam, nhung
thi€u chung stic.

Sap t6i ddy, Pai hdi Thanh MAu La Vang Ky II tai San Jose sé dudc t& chiic nhu mot nd luc quy tu ngudi Cong
gido Vlet Nam viing Bic California. Nhlmg ding sau chuong trinh c6 vé 16n lao Ay, lyc lugng t6 chic lai rat
khiém ton - g6i gon trong nhén sy va g1a0 dan Gido xt Viét Nam Dtic Me La Vang. Vi sao? Vi thiéu nhiing nhip
cAu. Vi nhiéu noi van chon “than ai niy lo”. Vi nhlmg su kién khac G cac cong doan Vit Nam & céc xti khac dién
ra tring thdi diém - 1am gidm di stic manh ctia mot cong ddng von di khong thiéu long st sing.

T6i viét thu nay nhud mot tAm tinh mong dgi sy cdng tdc va hy sinh cta doi ngii 1anh dao gido dan trong gido xi
Viét Nam Pic Me La Vang. Chiing ta vin chon budc téi - khong phai dé thé hién, ma dé phuc vu. Khong phai
vi c6 di, ma vi khong thé chd dgi thém. DE ton vinh Diic Me La Vang. D& giit 14y ngon ltia dic tin. D€ thip 1én
hy vong vé mot cdng ddng hiép nhit hon trong tuong lai.

Gido xi Diic Me La Vang dugc goi la gido xi Viét Nam - khong chi vi ngdn ngtt, ma vi si mang. Chl’mg ta udc
mong tr6 nén mdt ngdi nha Me, md 1ong dén nhan moi nglidl Viét Cong Gido, bat ké tit dau dén. Uéc gi, trong
tinh than ctia ngay 1€ Doc 1ap nay, chung ta bi€t doc 1ap ma khong cd lap, biét doan ké&t ma khdng mat ban sic,
va biét thudc vé nhau trong tinh than 4i cia nhiing ngudi cling mot niém tin, mot s mang.

Cau nguyén cho nhau.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xu

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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