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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, August 10, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

At the private audiences held at the Vatican, we often see the Holy Father and heads of state exchange gifts at
the conclusion of their meeting. This is part of diplomatic protocol, but it also expresses mutual respect and the
bonds of friendship between nations.

In January 2024, when Fr. Khoa and I had the opportunity to meet with the late Pope Francis, he gifted each of
us a Rosary engraved with the emblem of his pontificate. As for Our Lady of La Vang Vietnamese Parish in San
Jose, the Holy Father gave a very special gift: the white zucchetto he was wearing. He took it off, placed it in
our hands, and signed his name inside with tender affection for the Vietnamese faithful living abroad. Today, this
zucchetto is reverently kept in the sacristy of our church as a cherished and sacred memento.

In fact, the culture of gift-giving is nothing foreign to the Vietnamese. When guests visit a home, the host doesn’t
just welcome them with words but often offers a meal. When visiting the sick, people typically bring fruit or
flowers. Among friends, it’s common to see people competing to pay the bill at a meal—not out of showiness,
but out of affection. I remember during my university years, even though we were all poor students, we would
still try to pay as a way to show care for one another.

Offering a small gift at the start of a journey can sometimes make a driver more attentive and kind throughout
the trip. Unfortunately, in today’s society, the practice of giving gifts has sometimes been distorted into a tool
for bribery. Someone might gift an official two ornamental plants, only for “someone else” to later come by and
buy them for billions of dong. “They’re my trees, I can sell them”—a twisted abuse of a beautiful tradition.

A gift—when it comes from the heart—is always an expression of love. On the Cross, at the height of His love,
Jesus gave humanity a priceless gift: His own Mother. He said to John, “Behold, your mother” (John 19:27), and
through John, He entrusted us to Mary: “Behold, your son” (John 19:26b). From then, a sacred bond was
formed—and Mary has never ceased to give: her maternal intercession, her protection in times of trouble, her
peace in moments of confusion, and her tender mercy when we lose our way—she comes, gently yet
persistently, to bring us back.

But what do we have to offer in return? Most often, it’s flowers—beautiful, fresh bouquets. Yet even the
loveliest flowers will eventually fade. So what are the “spiritual flowers” most pleasing to Our Lady? They are:
The willingness to listen and follow Jesus each day—something that surely brings joy to Mary’s heart. Rosaries
prayed with trust, for she is our “source of hope and refuge.” A humble and grateful heart, especially in moments
of success, recognizing that all is grace.

This weekend, we will enter the three days of the 2nd Marian Days of La Vang in San Jose. I invite all of you to
review the schedule and participate wholeheartedly. I firmly believe: Our Lady of La Vang will give each of you
a gift—one suited to your needs, your longings, and what she knows 1s most necessary for your soul.

Come to her in faith, and she will respond with love—and no one will leave empty-handed.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhit, ngay 10 thang 8 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong céc budi tiép kién tai dién Vatican, chiing ta thudng thdy Pic Thanh Cha va cdc nguyén thii qudc gia trao ting qua cho
nhau sau budi giip g&. D6 12 mot phin ctia nghi thiic ngoai giao, nhung ciing 12 mot biéu hién cu thé ctia su ton trong va tinh thian
gitta cic dan tdc.

Théng Giéng ndm 2024, khi t6i va cha Khoa c6 dip dugc vao tiép kién Diic ¢d Gido Hoang Phanxico, ngai da trao ting cho mdi
ngudi chiing t6i mot chudi Man Cbi c6 khic huy hiéu tridu dai ctia ngai. Riéng gido xt Viét Nam Pic Me La Vang tai San Jose
dd dudgc ngai ting chinh chiéc mii so tre“ing (zucchetto) ma ngai dang ddi. Ngai thio ra, ddt vao tay ching tdi, va ky tén bén trong
v6i tit ca sy triu mén danh cho cong doan ngudi Viét xa xi. Chiéc mii hién dudc trin trong luu giti tai Phong Ao ciia nha thd nhu
mot ky vat thiéng liéng.

Thét ra, vin hod tdng qua khong hé xa la véi ngudi Viét Nam. Khédch dén nha, cht nha khong chi tiép chuyén ma con mdi dn
com. Khi di thim ngudi bénh, ta cling hay mang theo trdi cdy, binh hoa. Trong tinh ban, ngudi ta thudng tranh nhau tra tién moi
khi di 4n - khong phai vi pho truong, ma vi tinh nghia. Tdi nhé hdi hoc dai hoc, dit nghéo rach mdng toi, dita ndo ciing ¢& danh
phan tra tién nhu mdt cdch ching to tinh than.

Ting mdt mén qua nhd diu chuyén xe, d6i khi khién bic tai trd nén 4n cAn va niém nd ca hanh trinh. Pang tiéc, trong x4 hoi hom
nay, viéc ting qua doi khi bi bién dang - tr& thanh cong cu ctia sy héi 1§. C6 ngudi ting cho nha quan chiic hai chau ciy cénh, roi
sau d6 “c6 ngudi” dén hdi mua véi gid vai ty ddng. Cay cla toi thi t6i ban. D6 1a sy méo mé ctia mot gid tri dep.

Ting qua - khi xuét phat tii con tim chan thanh - ludn 12 biéu hién cu thé ctia tinh yéu thuong. Trén thap gid, trong gio phiit tot dinh
cta tinh yéu, Chuia Giésu ciing di ting mot moén qua vo gid cho nhan loai: chinh 1a Me Maria. Khi Chiia néi v6i Gioan: “Day la
me ctia anh” (Ga 19,27), va ciing qua Gioan, Chiia trao phé chiing ta cho Me: “Pay 12 con clia Ba” (Ga 19,26b). Tit gidy phiit 4y,
mot méi lién két thiéng lieng dudc thiét 1ap - va Me khong ngiing trao ban: sy ning &6 Am thAm, 15i chuyén ciu tif mAau, su che chd
trong gian truan, su binh an giiia xdo dong, va ca long thuong xét khi ta lac duding - Me dén, nhe nhang ma kién tri, d€ kéo ta vé.

Con chiing ta, c6 gi dé dang ting cho Me? Phan 16n 12 nhitng d6a hoa tudi thim - nhung hoa nao rdi ciing da tan. Vay dau I nhiing
“bong hoa thiéng liéng” dep long Me nhat? Chinh 1a:

- Biét ling nghe va budc theo Chia trong ddi song mdi ngay - diéu ay chic chin 1am Me vui long.
- Nhiing chudi Man C6i dang 1én trong niém tin théc, vi Me la “ngudn cdy trong va hy vong”.
- Tam 10ong khiém nhudng va bi€t on, nhat Ia khi thanh cong, vi nhan ra tat c4 déu 1a hdng an.

Cui tuan ny, chiing ta sé cting nhau budc vao ba ngay Pai Hoi Thanh MAu La Vang K II tai San Jose. Xin m&i anh chi em xem
k¥ chuong trinh va tham dy dong da. Tai tin chic: Pic Me sé ting qua cho tiing ngudi trong anh chi em - m&i ngudi moét mén,
tlly theo nhu ciu, ndi khit khao, va nhiing gi Me thay can thiét nhat cho tim hdn chiing ta.

Chiing ta @&n v6i Me bing long tin, Me s& ddp lai bing tinh yéu - va khong ai ra vé tay tring.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng

Chénh xt
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