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Sunday, October 4, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

The Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith of the Holy See held a press conference a few weeks ago to provide an update on the
Vatican’s position regarding the Medjugorje Pilgrimage Center. It is said that a miracle of the Virgin Mary’s apparition occurred
there in 1981, now referred to as “Our Lady of Medjugorje.” In short, the Vatican acknowledges the spiritual fruits received by
pilgrims who visit Medjugorje. The Vatican permits and even encourages pilgrimages by the faithful from around the world to
Medjugorje. However, during the press conference, the Vatican neither refuted nor officially recognized the apparition of the Virgin
Mary at Medjugorje.

Usually, in places where people claim that the Virgin Mary has appeared, the Vatican either recognizes or refutes the events after
thorough investigation. For instance, the Virgin Mary appeared at La Salette in France in 1846, and the Vatican investigated and
recognized it in 1851. Then, the Virgin Mary appeared at Lourdes, also in France, in 1858, and the Vatican recognized it in 1862.
Next, the Virgin Mary appeared at Fatima in 1917, and the Vatican recognized it in 1930. In the case of Medjugorje, it is somewhat
unusual and has taken a long time. After 43 years of investigation, the Vatican still has not reached a conclusion. If the Vatican has
not officially recognized it, this means that the apparition of the Virgin Mary at Medjugorje is not sufficiently convincing.
However, the Vatican still supports pilgrims traveling there because “as long as Christ is proclaimed” (Philippians 1:18b).

What about the apparition of the Virgin Mary at La Vang in Quang Tri in 1798? There is a clear story surrounding the context in
which the Virgin Mary appeared to the faithful there. La Vang has now become the National Marian Center. However, the Vatican
has never officially recognized the miracle there, even though devotion to Our Lady of La Vang has long been promoted by the
Vietnamese Bishops’ Conference. In 1961, the church of Our Lady of La Vang was even elevated to the rank of Minor Basilica by
Saint Pope John XXIII. Unfortunately, that basilica was destroyed by bombs during the summer of 1972. During the time of Saint
Pope John Paul 11, he also mentioned Our Lady of La Vang during an audience with Vietnamese bishops on their Ad Limina visit
in 1996: “I entrust you to the maternal protection of the Mother of Christ, Our Lady of La Vang, whom you will soon celebrate on
the 200th anniversary in August 1998. May she enlighten you and your faithful on the path to Jesus, her Son...”

Whether a place is officially recognized by the Vatican or not, or a place is venerated out of longstanding devotion as at La Vang,
one clear truth is that the spiritual benefits for Catholics or even non-Catholics who call upon the Virgin Mary are real. The Virgin
Mary always consoles, protects, heals, and enlightens her children on earth. Those who come to Our Lady of Peace in Santa Clara,
to Our Lady of La Vang in our parish, and many other places, even at the altar in each family’s home, where the Virgin Mary
“appears” by being “present,” receive many spiritual and physical blessings. Above all, they realize that they are always loved and
they continually give thanks to the Virgin Mary.

This coming Saturday, our parish will honor 26 statues and images of the Virgin Mary under various titles from different nations.
The Virgin Mary will “appear” to us once again. I hope to see you all that evening. Come to be with Our Mother.

Through Mary to Jesus.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 6 thadng 10 ndm 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em:

Thanh Bd Gido Ly Diic Tin clia Toa Thanh vai tuan trudc da td chiic cudc hop bdo cip nhit vé quan diém clia Toa Thanh
d6i véi Trung TAm Hanh Huong Medjugorje. Noi d6 ngudi ta néi ring c6 phép la Piic Me hién ra vao nim 1981, ma ngay
nay chiing ta goi 1a “Piic Me M& Du”. T4t mot 151, Toa Thanh cong nhén nhiing hoa trai thiéng liéng ma céc tin hitu hanh
huong dén Medjugorje nhan dugc. Toa Thanh cho phép va tham chi khuyén khich nhiing chuyén hanh huong ctia cic tin
hitu trén thé gi6i dén M& Du. Tuy nhién, trong budi hop bdo, Toa Thanh khong phan bac ma ciing van khong cong nhan
chinh thidc sy ki€én Dic Me hién ra tai Medjugorje.

Thudng thi & nhiing noi ma ngudi ta néi 1a ¢6 phép la Pidc Me hién ra, Toa Thanh cong nhén hoic 12 phan bac sau khi diéu
tra k§ cang. Ching han nhu Piic Me hién ra tai La Salette bén Phdp vao nim 1846, Toa Thanh d tién hanh diéu tra va
cong nhan vao nim 1851. Rdi Diic Me hién ra tai Lo Diic cling bén Phdp vao nim 1858, Toa Thanh d cong nhan vao nim
1862. Tiép d&n 1a Diic Me hién ra tai Fatima vao nim 1917 va Toa Théanh da cong nhan vao nim 1930. Con & Medjugorje
thi hai la va hoi 1au. Sau 43 nim diéu ra ma Toa Théanh van khong dua ra dugc két luan. Ma néu Toa Thanh khdng chinh
thdc cong nhan, thi ¢6 nghia 12 hién tugng Dic Me hién ra tai Medjugorje chua du tinh thuyét phuc. Nhung ma Toa Thanh
van ting ho cdc tin hitu di hanh huong dén d6, vi “mién sao Chda Kitd dugc rao gidng” (Philip 1:18b).

Thé con bién ¢ Piic Me hién ra tai La Vang & Quang Tri vao nim 1798 thi sao? Ndi d6 ¢6 cau chuyén hin hoi vé bdi canh
ma Pic Me hién ra véi c4c tin hitu. La Vang ngay nay da trd thanh Trung TAm Thanh MAu Toan Qudc. Nhung Toa Thénh
chua bao gid cong nhan chinh thic vé phép la & d6. Du 1ong sting kinh Piic Me La Vang di dugc Viét Nam Hoi Pong Gidm
Muc Viét Nam c6 vo tli 1au. Vao nam 1961 nha thd Ddc Me La Vang con duge Thanh Gido hoang Gioan XXIII nang 1én
bac Tiéu Vuong Cung Thanh Pudng. Tiéc ring ngoi thanh dudng d6 d bi bom phé huy bdi chién tranh vio miia he 1972.
Dén dsi Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II thi ngai ciing nhic dén Pic Me La Vang trong 14n ti€p kién cdc Giam Muc
Viét Nam di Ad Limina vao ndm 1996: “T6i xin ph6 dang anh em noi su che chd hién mau ctia Me Chia Kito, Piic Me La
Vang, Pang ma céc anh em sip miing ky niém 200 nim vio thang 8-1998. Ché gi Me s& soi sang cho anh em va cho cdc
tin hifu ctia anh em trén con dudng din t6i Chda Giésu, con cia Me...”

DU c6 noi dugc Toa Thanh cong nhin hodc chua, hay c6 noi do 1ong sting kinh 1au ddi nhu 6 La Vang, thi mot diéu rd
rang 1a on ich thiéng liéng cla nhiing ngudi Cong Gido ho#ic khdng theo dao Cong Gido, khi chay dén kéu cau Dic Me 1a
chuyén c6 that. Bic Me hing an i, chd che, chiia 1anh va soi sdng cho con céi tran gian. Nhiing ai d&n véi Pic Me Hoa
Binh & Santa Clara, rdi Dtic Me La Vang & gido xi chiing ta, réi nhiéu ndi khic niia, ngay ca tai ban thd trong nha ctia mbi
gia dinh, 13 nhiing noi Pic Me “hién ra” bing cch “hién hitu”, déu nhan dugc nhiéu on lanh hdn xéc, nhat 1a ho nhin ra
ring ho 1udn dugc yéu thuong va ho hiing ta on Pic Me. Thi Béy t6i ddy, gido xd sé ton vinh 25 anh tugng DPic Me dudi
nhiéu tudc hiéu ctia nhiéu qudc gia. Pic Me s& lai “hién ra” vé6i ching ta. Mong gip anh chi em trong budi chiéu hom dé.
Hay dén bén Me.

Cau chdc anh chi em va gia dinh mot tuan 1€ an lanh.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
Chanh xu
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