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Sunday, March 22, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Unlike previous years, today’s anniversary Mass is no longer a Mass offered for the repose of the soul, because
Pope Leo XIV, on December 19 of last year, signed the decree clevating Father Diép to the rank of Blessed, and
set the date for his beatification on July 2 of this year in Tac Say, Vietnam. “Blessed” means one who is among the
saints in heaven. Of course, through the many testimonies of people who have received favors through Father Diép
over the years, it is clear that through his intercession he is already with God in heaven.

Today I would like to share three brief reflections about Blessed Francis Xavier Truong Biru Diép.

Love without borders. It was not only after his martyrdom that Father Diép loved everyone. Many non-Christians
who lived in the area have testified how the pastor of Tac Say helped and protected them in times of need. His
kindness and his refusal to discriminate created deep respect and affection among the local people at that time.

Even today Father Diép continues to reach out to non-Christians as well. Even though, one might say, the
“religious market” has many competitors. Once I walked into a shop and saw the owner placing Father Diép’s
picture on the altar. On the floor below was a statue of the God of Wealth. A Buddhist monk, Venerable Thich Phap
Hoa, once mentioned in a talk that some Buddhists pray repeatedly to Guanyin without success, but when they
pray to Father Di¢p, their request is granted. Someone trying to sell a house prayed to Father Di¢p—and the house
was sold.

The definition of love. Years ago, if Father Di¢p had followed the advice of the dean and left the parish to escape
the danger, he might not have lost his life. But he did not do that. Instead he said a simple but powerful sentence:
“I live among my tlock, and if I must die, [ will die among my flock. I will not go anywhere.” That was not merely
the statement of a priest; it was the heart of a true shepherd, someone willing to remain with his people in their
most dangerous moment. Where did Father Diép learn such love?

Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, the former prefect of the Dicastery for the Service of Charity at the Vatican, once
recalled a piece of advice from Pope Francis: “If at some point you do not know what to do, ask the Lord: What
would You do if You were in my place?” And here is the Lord’s answer: “There is no greater love than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:13) People could kill Father Di¢p, but they could not kill the love of a
true shepherd.

Do not only thank Father Diép. Today many people run to Father Diép asking for favors: a job, selling a house,
healing from illness, and many other intentions. There is nothing wrong with asking. But something still feels a bit
incomplete. We must remember something more important: Father Diép is not the one who grants the grace. God
is the one who gives every blessing. Sometimes people pray fervently to Father Diép when they are in need. But
once their prayer is answered... they forget about God. It is like calling a taxi: when you need it, you keep calling;
once you reach your destination—you simply get out and that’s it!

And this is the true way to live in thanksgiving to God: to trust God more, to live better, to love more deeply, and
to be transformed into a new person. Yesterday we were hot-tempered; today we become gentle. There was a
woman who once caught her husband walking with his mistress. She calmly approached him and simply said:
“Finish your business, then come home for dinner this evening.” Just that gentle sentence—and the husband
actually came home and never left again.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 22 thang 3 nam 2026

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Khéc v6i nhiing ndm trudc, 1€ gid hom nay khdng con 1a 1& ciu hon, vi Dic Thanh Cha Leo XIV, vao ngay 19 thdng
12 nim ngodi, da ky sic 1énh nang Cha Diép 1én bac Chan Phudc, va 4n dinh ngay tuyén phong s& vao ngay 2 thing
7 nim nay tai Tc Sdy, Viét Nam. Chan Phudc c6 nghia 1a A Thanh. Di nhién véi biét bao chiing tif clia nhidu ngudi
chiu on cha Diép trong nhiéu nim qua, da chiing minh nho 18i chuyén cAu ctia cha, ¢6 nghia la cha d4 6 Thién Dang.

Hom nay tdi mudn chia sé ba tim tinh ngén gon v& Chan Phuéc FX. Truong Biiu Diép.

Yéu thuong khong c6 bién gidi. Khong phai sau khi chiu tif dao cha Diép mdi yéu thuong hét thay moi ngudi, ma

nhiéu nhan chiing “luong dan” di ké 12 cha sé ho dao Téc Sdy di ctiu ho hay gitip d5 ho thé nio. Chinh vi 1ong nhan
4i, khong phan biét d6i xii da tao nén sy quy mén ddi v6i nhiéu ngudi dan dia phuong thdi bay gio.

Ngay nay cha Diép van tiép tuc d&n véi luong dan. Du thi trudng c¢6 nhiéu d6i thd. C6 1an tdi vao mot ciia tiém, toi
thay chi tiém dé€ hinh cha Diép thd. Roi duéi dat thi d€ tugng 6ng Than Tai. Su thdy Thich Phap Hoa bén Phat Gido
trong mot budi thuyét phap da chia sé su thit ring c6 nhiéu phat tl vai Quan Am hoai khong dudc xoay qua vai cha
Diép thi dugc, ban nha vai cha Diép 1a ban dugc.

Dinh nghia tinh yéu - Nidm xua, néu cha Diép nghe theo 15i khuyén ctia cha Quan Hat ma rdi bé ho dao di 14nh nan,
thi ¢6 1& cha da khong mat mang. Nhung cha da khong 1am nhu vay. Cha n6i mot cau rit don so nhung dy sdc manh:
“T6i song gitta doan chién, va néu c6 chét ciing chét gitta doan chién. Tdi khong di dau hét.” D6 khong chi la 16i néi
ctia mdt linh muc, ma 12 tAm tinh cia mot muc tii that su, mot ngudi san sang & lai véi doan chién cia minh trong gid
phiit nguy hi€ém nhat. Cha Diép hoc tif dau ra?

Diic Hong y Konrad Krajewski, nguyén Téng truéng Bo Phuc vu Béc 4i ctia Toa Thanh, ké lai mot 19i khuyén ctia
Diic Thanh Cha Phanxico: “Néu ¢6 lic con khong biét phéi 1am gi, hdy héi Chiia: Chia s& 1am gi néu & vao vi tri
clia con?” Va day 1a ciu tra 16i cia Chida: “Khong c6 tinh yéu nao cao ca hon tinh yéu clia ngudi hy sinh mang séng
minh vi ban hitu.” (Ga 15,13) Ngudi ta c6 thé giét cha Diép, nhung ho khong thé giét dugc tinh yéu clia mot muc ti.

Diing chi ta on Cha Diép. Ngay nay rat nhiéu ngudi chay dén xin cha Diép: xin viéc lam, xin bdn nha, xin hét bénh,
xin db thid. Xin nhu vay khong sai. Nhung van c6 cdi gi “sai sai”. Piing quén diéu quan trong hon: Cha Diép khong
phdi 12 ngudi ban on. Thién Chia méi 12 PAng ban moi on lanh. C6 ngudi khi cin thi chay d&n khan cha Diép rat s6t
sing. Pé&n khi dugc on rdi... thi quén mait Chia! Gidng nhu goi taxi: khi can thi goi lién tuc, d&n noi rdi thi... xuéng
xe la xong!

Va day 1a cdch dé s6ng tAm tinh ta on Chia; D6 12 biét tin tudng vio Thién Chida hon, s6ng tot hon, sdng yéu thucng
hon, va bién ddi thanh con ngudi méi. Hom qua néng nay, hom nay hién hoa. C6 ba kia bit gip 6ng chong di véi co
bd nhi. Ba tién t6i néi 1i tif ton véi 6ng chong: “Anh lo cong chuyén xong chiéu vé nha &n com.” Néi vy thoi ma
ong chong vé that va khdng di nita.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chénh xd
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