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Dear parishioners and friends:

It’s hard not to shake your head at some of the lawsuits surfacing in our society today — lawsuits that seem
to defy reason, responsibility, and even basic human decency.

Take the case of a neurologist — a highly educated medical professional — who is suing a Thai restaurant in
Los Gatos. Her claim? That an appetizer called Dragon Balls, clearly labeled as spicy, was so hot it caused
chemical burns to her vocal cords, esophagus, and even the inside of her nostril.

You would expect a neurologist to understand her own tolerance for spicy food and make informed choices.
If she knew she was sensitive, why choose something named Dragon Balls, advertised as extremely spicy?
Are we now living in a culture where people make reckless choices and then turn around to sue others for the
consequences?

If this case succeeds, it could set a dangerous precedent — where people order food they know they shouldn’t
eat and blame the restaurant afterward. Imagine someone with a known shrimp or nut allergy ordering a dish
containing those ingredients, then suing for having a reaction. Where does personal responsibility end?

Another troubling example: a beloved Vietnamese American-owned coffee shop in San Jose — once a vibrant
hub for politicians, community leaders, and neighbors — was forced to shut down after a long legal battle. The
owner was sued under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) because a man in a wheelchair couldn’t
enter the shop due to a few steps at the entrance. Though his friend bought him a coffee, he later filed a
lawsuit.

The owner acknowledged her nearly 100-year-old building needed improvements. But the suit was one of
over 1,400 filed by the same lawyer, who made a career out of targeting small businesses not in full ADA
compliance — not to improve access, but to extract settlements. Many minority-owned shops were forced to
close. Only after he was caught faking a disability for profit did the truth come out.

These lawsuits aren’t about justice. They’re about money — exploiting the law without regard for the human
cost. No compassion. No intention to help. Just personal gain at others’ expense.

As Christians, we’re called to seek justice with mercy. These cases distort the spirit of the law. They punish
good-faith business owners while promoting a culture of blame and entitlement. They turn accountability into
a weapon, and compassion into a casualty.

In the end, this isn’t just about a restaurant or a coffee shop. It’s about the kind of society we’re creating —
one where blame replaces wisdom, and litigation replaces conscience. If we don’t ask ourselves what kind of
culture we’re building, we may wake up to a world where no small business survives, and no act of good will
goes unpunished.

In charity and truth.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chtia Nhat, ngay 20 thang 7 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy f)ng Ba va Anh Chi Em:

That khé dé khong cim thay viia budn cudi vira dau long tridc mdt sé vu kién trong xa hoi ngay nay - nhiing vu kién dudng nhu
di ngudc lai 1y tri, trach nhi€ém cd nhin va ca luong tim con ngudi.

M6i @y, mot béc si chuyén khoa thn kinh - ngudi ma ai ciing nghi phai dt hiéu biét d Iua chon mén in phit hgp - di nop don

kién mot nha hang Thai & Los Gatos. Ba cho ring mén khai vi tén Dragon Balls, von dudc quang céo ro rang 1a “cay”, d qud cay
dén miic gy bong héa hoc & ddy thanh quén, thuc quan va ci trong 16 miii bén phai clia ba.

Mot ngudi c6 trinh @6 y khoa cao, 1& ra phai hiéu & mic dd chiu dung ctia ban than ddi véi thic in cay, lai chon mdt mén c6 tén
20i va md ta rd rang nhu thé - @& rdi quay lai d6 15i cho nha hang? Phai chiing chiing ta dang s6ng trong thdi dai ma con ngudi
hanh xif thi€u suy nght, rdi lai bt ngudi khéc chiu thay hau qua?

Nguy hiém hon, néu vu kién nay dudc xi thing, né c6 thé tao tién 1& dé ngudi ta vo tu goi mén - dit biét minh di Gng hay khong
chiu dudc - 16i quay lai kién nha hang. Nhu thé mdt ngudi di ing tom hay hat ¢t goi mén c6 tdm hay hat, r6i doi bdi thudng vi...
chinh lga chon ctia minh.

M@t trudng hop dang budn khac: mot quan ca phé nhd & San Jose - do mdt ngudi My gdc Viét 1am chi, tiing 13 diém hen clia gidi
chinh tri, doanh nhan, va cong ddng - da budc phai déng ctia sau mdt vu kién vi vi pham luat ngudi khuyét tat (ADA). Mot ngudi
ngdi xe 1in khdng vao dugc vi ¢é vai bac thém. Du ban 6ng vio mua gitip ca phé, 6ng van ndp don kién.

Ngudi chii quan thita nhan tda nha gan 100 nim tudi can cdi thién. Nhung vu kién nay 1a mot phan trong lan séng kién tung c6 hé
théng, do mot luat su chuyén “sin” cdc co s chua dat chuin dé doi tién bdi thudng. Mot minh ba ta dd dé trinh hon 1.400 vu kién
khép mién Nam Vinh. Nhiéu doanh nghiép nho di bi ddy dén bs pha san. Chi dé&n khi chdng ba 4y bi phat hién gia mao khuyét
tat d€ doi dan xé&p nhanh, sy that méi 16 r6.

Nhiing hanh vi nhu th& khong c6 1ong nhan. Khong phai 13 cong ly. Khong xuét phét tii thién chi cai thién x4 hoi. Chi 12 10i dung
luét phép d€ tryc 1¢i - bat chap hau qua.

La Kitd hiiu, chiing ta dugc mdi goi séng cdng bing nhung ddy 1ong thuong x6t. Néu thidu trai tim, cong 1y ciing c6 thé trg thanh
cong cu giy bat cong. Nhiing vu kién nhu thé bép méo tinh thin luit phip, khong bao vé ngudi yéu thé, ma chi cd vii 16i song
vO trach nhiém.

Diéu ding lo khong chi 12 vai quén #n bi déng cilia - ma 12 x hoi dang 1éch huéng. Mot xa hoi dé dang d6 16i, nhung khé long
tha thi. Mot xa hoi noi ngudi ta quén ring: ty do di d6i véi trach nhiém.

N&u chiing ta khong dit cau hoi: “Ching ta dang tao nén xa hoi kiéu gi?” - thi e ring sé dén lic khong con doanh nghiép nhd nao
tdn tai, va khong con chd cho luong tim trong ddi song chung.

Bic 4i trong sy that.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
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