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Sunday, February 9, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

The opening ceremony at the Hoi Xuan Tha Huong Bén Me, organized by the Vietnamese Catholic
Community in San Jose at the San Jose History Park, gathered many federal, state, San Jose city, and Santa
Clara County officials. The ceremony included saluting the flags of the United States and the Republic of
Vietnam. Some attendees noticed and wondered why, during the U.S. flag salute and the playing of the U.S.
national anthem, many people placed their right hand over their left chest and stood solemnly. However,
when saluting the Republic of Vietnam flag, both Americans and Vietnamese stood respectfully but did not
place their hand over their chest. Why is there this difference?

The act of Americans placing their hand over their chest when saluting the U.S. flag is part of a formal
gesture to express respect and patriotism. This action is guided by the United States Flag Code. Specifically,
when the U.S. flag is raised, lowered, or when the national anthem is played, citizens are instructed to stand
upright and place their right hand over their heart as a sign of loyalty and respect for the nation.

However, when facing the flag of another country, Americans do not perform this gesture because:

* Tt is not the American flag: The national flag represents the country, and placing the hand over the heart
1s an act tied to loyalty to the United States. When it comes to another nation’s flag, Americans also show
respect but do so by standing straight and solemnly acknowledging the flag without the hand-over-heart
gesture. In short, placing the hand over the chest is a unique symbol of patriotism and loyalty to the U.S.
and 1s not applied when saluting the flags of other nations.

Respect for international customs: Placing the hand over the heart is a specific American custom for the
U.S. flag. In international settings, each country has its own protocol for showing respect to their flag.
Americans respect the flags of other countries in a manner that does not impose their own customs.

What should Vietnamese people in the U.S. do when saluting both flags? The United States is our second
homeland, and sooner or later, most Vietnamese refugees and immigrants will obtain U.S. citizenship.
Becoming an American citizen means following U.S. customs, including the Flag Code. So, what should we
do when saluting the Republic of Vietnam flag? If we also place our hand over our chest, how do we explain
the rule of “loyalty to the U.S.”? But if we don’t, is that a problem? In reality, not placing the hand over the
chest doesn’t mean we are any less loyal to the beloved flag of Vietnamese refugees. The yellow flag with
three red stripes of the Republic of Vietnam resides deeply in the hearts of the Vietnamese diaspora.

On this occasion, we also want to express our deep appreciation for the American officials who stood
respectfully when saluting the Republic of Vietnam flag.

Wishing you and your family a peaceful week.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy C)ng Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Budi 1& khai mac tai Hoi Xuan Tha Huong Bén Mg, do Cong Déng Cong Gigo Viét Nam tai San Jose t6 chiic

tai San Jose Hlstory Park, da qui tu nhleu vi dan ct lién bang, tiéu bang, thanh pho San Jose va quan hat Santa
Clara. Trong d6 c6 nghi thiic chao qudc ky Hoa Ky va Viét Nam Cong Hoa. C6 vai ngudi d€ y ky va thic mic
tai sao ldc chao qudc ky Hoa Ky va bai quéc ca Hoa Ky vang Ién thi ¢6 nhiéu ngudi dit tay phdi Ién nguic tréi va
diing trang nghiém chao cd. Con khi chao quéc ky Viét Nam Cong Hoa thi cdc ca ngudi My 14n ngudi Viét déu
ding trang nghiém chao cd nhung khong dat tay phai 1én nguc nita. Tai sao c6 sy khac biét d6?

Viéc nguidl My @it tay 1én nguc khi chao quéc ky Hoa Ky la mot phan trong nghi thdc bay td long ton kinh va
1ong yéu nude. Day 1a hanh dong dugc hudng dan trong BO quy tic quoc ky Hoa Ky (United States Flag Code).
Cu the khi quoc ky Hoa Ky dugc kéo 1én, ha xudng hoic trong lic quoc ca qudc gia dugc hét, ngudi dan dudc
yeu cAu ding thing, dit tay phai 1én nguc trai nhu mot biéu hién ctia long trung thanh va su ton trong d6i véi
quéc gia.

Nhung khi d6i mit véi qudc ky clia cdc qudc gia khéc, ngudi My khong thuc hién nghi thic nay béi vi:

1. Khong phai qudc ky chia ngudi My: Qudc ky 1a biéu tugng quoc gla va viéc ddt tay 1€n nguc 1a mot hanh
dong gin lién véi 10ng trung thanh ddi véi Hoa Ky. Con véi qudc ky ctia qudc gia khéc, ngudi My ciing bay t6
su ton trong nhung bang cich ding thang va nghlem trang chao cd cua nude ban. Tom lai, hanh dong dat tay 1én
ngyc l1a biéu tugng rleng cta long yéu nudc va trung thanh véi Hoa Ky, nén né khong dudc ap dung khi chao
qudc k¥ cua cac quoc gia khac.

2. Ton trong quy tic quoc té: Viéc dit tay 1én ngyc la mdt nghi thic riéng clia nguoi My (’101 véi quoc ky Hoa
Ky. Trong bdi canh quoc t&, mdi qudc gia c6 nghi thiic rleng dé thé hién long ton trong qudc ky ctia ho. Ngudi
MY ton trong qudc k¥ clia cdc nuide khac theo cach khdng 4p dit nghi thic riéng ctia minh.

Dboi véi ngudi Viét 6 Hoa Ky, ching ta nén phai lam gi khi chao hai qudc ky? Dat nuéec Hoa Ky la qué huong
thd hai cta chung ta, khong sém thi muon, hau hét nhiing ngIIdl Viét sang My dinh cu déu vao qudc tich Hoa
Ky Trd thanh cong dan Hoa Ky thi phai theo quy tic dng xi ciia Hoa Ky, trong d6 c6 cung cdch chao cd. Vay
161 khi chao quoc ky Viét Nam Cong Hoa thi ching ta pha1 lam sao? Néu ciing dit tay trén ngyc thi s€ giai thich
sao vé quy tic “long trung thanh d6i v6i Hoa Ky”’? Con néu khong dit tay thi c6 van dé gi khong? That ra khong
dit tay 1én nguc khong c6 nghia 12 it trung thanh ddi véi 14 cd than yéu clia ngudi Viét ti nan. L4 cd vang ba soc
d4 ctia Viet Nam Cong Hoa @3 nim trong con tim ctia ddng bao Hai Ngoai.

Nhan day ciing phai n6i mot diéu rat tran trong d6i c4c vi dan cti ngudi My, khi ho vui vé diing chung véi chiing
ta v4i phong cach trang nghi€m khi chao 14 quoc ky cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Cau chiic anh chi em va gia dinh mot tuan an lanh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
Chanh xi
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