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Sunday, November 1, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

A 27-second video showing 12 American Catholic bishops praying with and blessing the President at the White House
has gone viral on social media in recent days, sparking considerable controversy. The bishops insisted that their meeting
was not intended as an endorsement of any political candidate or party. The primary purpose of their visit was to discuss
issues of concern to the Catholic Church, including religious freedom, school choice, religious visas, and pro-life
policies.

However, the meeting took place just 12 days before the U.S. midterm elections, prompting many to question the
political implications of the images released to the public.

When the Pope meets with a head of state, it certainly does not mean that he endorses that leader’s political positions.
Diplomacy does not mean endorsement. Nevertheless, the Holy See has traditionally exercised great caution about
papal visits during election seasons. There is surely wisdom behind such prudence. Even when visitors have no
intention of taking sides politically, their hosts may still use photographs or videos of the encounter to advance their
own political interests.

In the business world, when a celebrity appears holding a coffee cup displaying a particular brand, the public may
perceive it as an endorsement, even if that was never the celebrity’s intention. Companies are willing to pay enormous
sums simply to have famous personalities appear with their products. For example, when Lisa, a member of the South
Korean girl group BLACKPINK, appeared with a Labubu toy, her influence helped turn the collectible into a
worldwide shopping sensation.

The bishops involved have undoubtedly learned something from this experience. Archbishop Jeffrey Grob of
Milwaukee acknowledged that he went to the White House with one purpose, but the meeting took an unexpected turn.
He admitted, “I did not go without reservations. I wish I had heeded them.” Bishop William Joensen of Des Moines
likewise acknowledged that he should have been wiser and more cautious about the possibility that the meeting could
be exploited for partisan political purposes.

There are two helpful lessons we can learn from this incident.

The first is prudence in discernment. Prayer and careful reflection are essential before making important decisions, but
sometimes they are not enough. We must also be willing to seek counsel from trusted advisers, especially when our
decisions could be misunderstood or exploited by others. Good intentions are important, but we must also consider the
possible consequences of our actions.

The second is humility. Some of the American bishops who participated in the White House meeting had the courage
to acknowledge their shortcomings. In a society where people often try to justify themselves or shift blame onto others,
their sincere apologies offer a valuable witness to Christian humility.

In short, praying for our nation’s leaders is both good and necessary. In fact, our parish regularly prays for them every
Sunday during the Prayer of the Faithful. And certainly, the Church has a responsibility to engage in dialogue with
political leaders for the common good. Yet sometimes, true wisdom lies not only in knowing what is right to do, but also
in discerning when, where, and how it should be done.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Mot doan video dai voén ven 27 gidy ghi lai canh 12 Diic Gidm muc Céng Gido Hoa Ky cAu nguyén va chiic 1anh cho Tdng théng tai Nha
Tring dd nhanh chéng lan truyén trén mang x4 hoi trong nhiing ngay qua, gy ra nhiéu tranh luan. Cdc Gidgm muc khéng dinh cudc gip
khong nhim ing hd mét éing cti vién hay dang phdi chinh tri nio. Muc dich chinh cia chuyén thiim la trao ddi nhiing van d& ma Gido Hoi
Cong Gido quan tdm, nhu ty do ton gido, quyén Iua chon trudng hoc, thi thuc danh cho nhan su tén gido va chinh sdch b4o vé su song.

Tuy nhién, cudc gip dién ra chi 12 ngay trudc cudc bau cii gitta nhiém ky tai Hoa Ky, khién nhiéu ngudi dit cAu hoi v y nghia chinh
tri ctia nhiing hinh anh dugc cong bé.

Thuc ra, khi Piic Gido Hoang gip gd mdt vi nguyén thi qudc gia, didu 6 khdng c6 nghia ngai ting hd dudng 18i chinh tri clia ngudi ay.
Ngoai giao khong ddng nghia véi su tdn thanh. Tuy nhién, Toa Thanh thudng than trong tranh nhiing chuyén viéng thim trong miia biu
cii. Su than trong 4y chic chin c6 1y do: dit ngudi dén thim khong cé y dinh diing vé& dang phdi ndo, nhung ngudi tiép dén van c6 thé st
dung hinh anh cudc gip d€ phuc vu muc tiéu chinh tri cia minh.

Trong thucng tridng, khi mot ngudi ndi ti€ng xuat hién tay cAm ly ci phé mang thuong hiéu nao d6, cong chiing c6 thé xem d6 1a mot
hinh thifc quing b4, dit ngudi dy khong hé ¢6 ¥ dinh nhu viy. C4c cong ty sin sang tra nhiing khodn tién rat 16n chi dé ngudi néi tiéng
xuét hién ciing san phdm ctia ho. Ching han, su xuat hién clia nit ca si Lisa ctia nhém nhac Blackpink bén Han Quéc véi mén db choi
Labubu deo trén ngudi da gép phan tao nén con st mua sim mén hang d6 trén toan thé gidi.

Céc biic Gidam muc lién hg, qua kinh nghiém viia rdi, chic ciing d3 hiéu su viéc. Pic Téng Gidm muc Jeffrey Grob clia Milwaukee thiia
nhén ring ngai dén Nha Tring v6i mot muc dich, nhung su viéc dd chuyén sang mdt huéng khic ngoai du tinh. Ngai chia sé: “Trudc
khi di that ra ti ciing d4 c6 nhiing bin khoin. T6i udc gi minh da chid tim hon dén ching.” Con Piic Gidm muc William Joensen ctia
Gido phan Des Moines thi nhin nhan ring minh ddng I& phai khén ngoan va than trong hon trudc nguy cd cude gip bi khai thac cho
muc dich dang phai.

Tt su kién nay, ching ta hoc dugc hai bai hoc hitu ich.

Th nhit 12 sy khon ngoan trong phan dinh. Ciu nguyén va suy xét trude khi quyét dinh 1a diéu cin thiét, nhung dbi khi van chua dd.
Chting ta con cin biét tham khao y kién ctia nhiing ngudi ¢§ vén, nhét 1a khi quyét dinh ctia minh c6 thé bi hiéu sai hoic bi 16i dung. Y
huéng t6t 1a didu quan trong, nhing hau qué ctia hanh ddng ciing cin dude can nhic.

Thi hai 1a dic khiém nhudng. Mot vai vi Gidm muc trong phdi doan dén Nha Tring vita qua dd can dam nhin nhan nhiing thi€u sét ctia
minh. Gifta mot x3 hoi ma ngudi ta thudng tim cdch bién minh hodc d@8 16i cho ngudi khéc, 15i xin 18i chan thanh clia cdc ngai 13 mot
ching ta dang quy.

T4t mot 18i, cAu nguyén cho cdc nha ldnh dao qudc gia 13 didu cin thiét, gido xt chiing ta ciing thudng cAu mdi Chiia Nhat trong phan
L&i Nguyén Tin Hitu. Va di nhién Gido Hdi c6 trach nhiém ddi thoai v6i moi nha linh dao chinh tri @ phuc vu cong ich. Nhung ddi khi,
st khon ngoan khéng chi nim & diéu chiing ta 1am, ma con & viéc biét khi nao, & dau va biing cich nio nén thuc hién diéu ay.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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