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Sunday, September 14, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Last month, the California State Assembly has unanimously approved a bill authored by
Assemblymember Ash Kalra to rename a stretch of Highway 101 in San Jose—from the Story Road exit
to the I-280/680 interchange—as the “Little Saigon Freeway.”

Assembly Concurrent Resolution 71 has also passed the State Senate and is expected to reach Governor
Gavin Newsom’s desk this month.

Supporters say renaming this section of Highway 101—just under half a mile—is a meaningful way to
recognize the rich history and contributions of Vietnamese Americans. San Jose is home to the largest
Vietnamese population outside of Vietnam, and this stretch of freeway leads directly into the heart of the
Little Saigon neighborhood.

Assemblymember Kalra stated, “It gives an opportunity for folks who are visiting Little Saigon—or just
passing through San Jose—to understand the importance of the Vietnamese community to our city.”

Santa Clara County Supervisor Betty Duong added that this effort highlights not only the Vietnamese
American experience, but the broader stories of all immigrant communities in East San Jose. “It’s very
special to anyone who identifies with the Vietnamese diaspora and refugee experience that, out of San
Jose and Santa Clara County, we have created new roots and a new homeland—and, importantly, that the
broader community has embraced us.”

We are grateful to America for opening its arms to Vietnamese refugees—and now, for recognizing the
contributions of Vietnamese Americans. This honor belongs to the entire community. [t comes at a
meaningful time, as we commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Vietnamese diaspora.

As the saying goes, “Mot con chim ¢n khdng lam nén mua xuan”—one swallow does not make a spring.
The journey of the Vietnamese community in America has been forged by the collective effort of
countless individuals and families, each overcoming hardship to build a future here.

With this recognition comes responsibility. Let it remind us that this is just a beginning, not the
destination. The half-mile stretch named Little Saigon Freeway is a powerful symbol, but also a gentle
reminder: we still have a long way to go. We must remain united in words and actions, contribute more,
open our hearts wider, and step beyond our own ethnic community to continue shaping a vibrant and
inclusive future for generations to come.

Let us be worthy of the name that now stands beside the highway—and the history that brought us here.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chia Nhat, ngay 14 thdng 9 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Qudc hoi Tiéu bang California trong thdng 8 da nhat tri thong qua du luat do Dan biéu Ash Kalra dé xuat, nhim dit
tén cho doan Xa 16 101 tai San Jose - tif 16i ra dudng Story dén giao 16 I-280/680 - 1a “Xa 19 Little Saigon.”

Dy luat mang tén “Assembly Concurrent Resolution 717 cling da dugc Thugng vién Tiéu bang thong qua va dy kién
s& dén ban 1am viéc cta Thong ddc Gavin Newsom vao gitia thdng nay.

Nhiéu ngudi ting hd cho ring viéc dit tén doan dudng dai chua ddy nita dim nay 12 mdt cich ddy y nghia @& ghi nhan
lich st va nhiing déng g6p to 16n ctia cdng ddng ngudi M§ gbc Viét. San Jose hién 1a thanh phd ¢ cdng dong ngudi
Viét dong ddo nhat & hai ngoai, va doan xa 19 nay dan thang vao khu Little Saigon - trung tdm cta cong dong ngudi
Viét tai day.

Dan biéu Kalra chia sé: “Pay 1a co hdi @€ nhiing ai d&n thdm Little Saigon hay chi tinh c& di ngang qua San Jose c6
thé hiéu dugc tim quan trong clia cong dong ngudi Viét di vdi thanh phd nay.”

Gidm sdt vién Quén Hat Santa Clara, c6 Betty Duong, ciing cho biét dy luét cta 6ng Kalra khong chi ghi nhan vai tro
clia cong ddng ngudi Viét, ma con ton vinh toan thé céc cong ddng di dan tai viing phia Pong San Jose. Nit Gidm st
vién chia sé: “Piéu nay rat dic biét d6i véi tit ca nhiing ai ddng cAm vé6i hanh trinh ti nan, v6i cong ddng ngudi Viét
héi ngoai va véi chinh cong ddng San Jose. B&i vi tit noi ddy, chiing ta di gy dung lai cudc séng, vun dip mot qué
huong méi. Va diéu quan trong la: cdng dong noi diy di dén nhan ching ta.”

Ching ta tri an Hiép Chiing Qudc Hoa K¥ - @ md rong vong tay dén nhin ngudi Viét ti nan, va nay con trin trong
nhiing d6ng gép clia ngudi M§ gdc Viét qua viéc dit doan xa 16 mang tén “Little Saigon™. Su vinh danh nay 13 thanh
qua chung ctia ci cong ddng. N6 mang mdt ¥ nghia siu sic, nhat 1a khi ching ta ky niém 50 nim tha huong va hoi
nhip cla ngudi Viét tai Hoa Ky.

Ong ba ta c6 cau: “Mdt con chim én khong 1am nén mila xuan.” Thanh qua ngay hom nay khong dén tit mot c nhan,
ma tli su chung tay, ddng 1ong clia cd mot tap thé ngudi Viét ti nan - nhiing ngudi da vudt qua bao gian khé trong
nhiing ngay diu dinh cu, @& xdy dung mot tuong lai tudi sdng.

Tuy nhién, v6i su ghi nhan nay ciing di kém véi trach nhiém. Diling xem day 1a diém d&n, ma hay coi d6 12 mot khéi
dau dly khich 1&. Poan dudng mang tén Xa 16 Little Saigon chi dai ntia dim - mot bi€u tugng manh mé&, nhung ciing
12 15i nhic nhd nhe nhang ring: hanh trinh ciia ching ta con dai. Cong ddng can phai doan két hon, khdng chi c6 tiéng
néi chung ma con phai lam viéc chung dii c6 khac quan diém, phai md rong vong tay hon, va phai budc ra khoi khudn
khd cong doan, dé ti€p tuc xay dung mdt tuong lai ddy hy vong va bao dung cho céc thé hé mai sau.

Chiing ta hdy s6ng xdng dang véi céi tén gio day da dugc ghi trén xa 10 - va véi lich st da dua ching ta dén noi nay.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
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