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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, March 9, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

In a letter addressed to Cardinal Baldassare Reina, Vicar of Rome, for distribution to the parishes
regarding the Jubilee Year 2025, Pope Francis invited families, parish communities, and religious
communities in Rome to open their doors to welcome pilgrims. He urged the faithful to show hospitality
to the many pilgrims who will visit the Eternal City throughout the Jubilee Year 2025. The Holy Father
wrote: “I trust in your generosity and goodwill. Thank you, and I wholeheartedly bless you, entrusting you
to the protection of Mary, the Salvation of the People of Rome.”

Pope Francis made this appeal to the people of Rome because it is anticipated that more than 30 million
pilgrims will visit the city during the Jubilee Year, significantly increasing the demand for short-term
housing and exacerbating the housing shortage. This surge has led to rising rental prices and numerous
evictions, as property owners convert long-term rental homes into tourist accommodations. If the Jubilee
Year is celebrated without practicing charity toward others, especially the poor and those with low
incomes, and instead focuses solely on profiting from hosting pilgrims, then Catholics in Rome are not
truly living the spirit of the Jubilee Year.

Responding to Pope Francis’s call—even as he is hospitalized, he continues to think of the pilgrims
coming to Rome—and in the Lenten spirit of “prayer, fasting, and almsgiving,” Our Lady of La Vang
parish will have our own way of welcoming the poor during this Jubilee Year. The parish will launch a
charitable campaign with the theme “The Rice Bowl” during Lent. This campaign is inspired by the
annual initiative of the Catholic Relief Services (CRS).

This year, our parish aims to assist workers, laborers, students, and poor schoolchildren in the outskirts of
Saigon. Specifically, our parish will support the Charity Meal Kitchen at Tan My Parish, Héc Moén
Deanery, Archdiocese of Saigon, which serves free meals daily to those in need.

Thus, to practice charity during Lent, our parish expresses solidarity and responsibility toward the poor in
the following ways:

Fasting: Reduce meal expenses, especially on Fridays, to save money for helping the poor. At the end of
Lent, the collected savings will be gathered and allocated to those in need.

Charity: Each family or individual can take a “Rice Bowl” box (a cardboard donation box available at
the back of the church) to save money throughout Lent. The collected funds will be used to provide daily
lunch meals for students, schoolchildren, workers, and low-income laborers in Vietnam.

Wishing you and your family a peaceful and holy Lenten secason!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cuy, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong thu giti dén Dic Hong Y Baldassare Reina, Gidm quin Roma, d¢ chuyén cho céc gido xd lién quan
dén Niam Thanh 2025, Diic Thanh Cha Phanxicd dd moi goi cdc gia dinh, cong doan gido xid va cong doan
dong tu 3 Roma hiy md ctia nha minh @ chio d6n c4c tin hitu hanh huong. Ngal kéu goi cdc tin hitu thé
hién 1ong hiéu khach dsi Vi nhiéu IlglIdl hanh huong s& d&n Thanh d6 Vinh ctiu trong sudt Ndm Thanh
2025. biic Thanh Cha viét: “T6i tin tudng vao long quing dai va thién chi cia anh chi em. Cam on va hét
long chiic lanh cho anh chi em, giao phé anh chi em cho su bdo vé cia Me Maria, Dang Phan ri clia dan
thanh Roma.”

S6 di Pic Thanh Cha Phanxicd dua ra 16i kéu goi nay dén ngurdl dan Roma 1a vi trong Ndm Thénh nay, du
ki€n s& c6 hon 30 triéu khach hanh hufdng d&én Roma, 1am gia ting nhu cau thué nha ngin han va trim trong
thém tinh trang thi€u hut nha §. Diéu nay di din d&n gid thué nha ting cao va nhiéu trudng hgp bi truc Xuat,
khi cdc chu s§ hitu chuyen ddi nha cho thué dai han thanh chd & danh cho khich du lich. Néu miing Nim
Thanh ma khong thé hién long béc 4i ddi véi tha nhan, nhat 14 nhiing ngudi nghéo va nhiing ngudi c6 thu
nhap thap, ma chi lo tranh thi ki€m 1i nhuén tli viéc dén khdch hanh huong, thi ngudi tin hitu Cong gido
ngay tai Roma chua thuc su song tinh thAn Nidm Thénh.

Dip lai 161 kéu goi ctia Diic Thanh Cha Phanxicd - du ngai dang ném vién nhung van nghl dén nhﬁng ngucGi
hanh huong d€n Roma - va ciing trong tinh thAn Mua Chay 12 “cau nguyén, dn chay va lam viéc thién”,
gido xit Viét Nam Dic Me La Vang cua ching ta s€ c6 cich ri€ng d€ chao @6n nhiing ngudi ngheo trong
Nim Thanh. Gido xu s& phat ddng chién dich bac 4i v6i chii @& “Chen Com Tinh Thudng” trong Mua Chay.
Chién dich nay 14y cdm hiing tii chuong trinh hing nim cta t§ chiic tif thién Cong gido Catholic Relief
Services (CRS).

D6i tigng ma gido xd mudn gitp trong ndm nay la nhiing ngudi lao dong, cong nhén va sinh vién, hoc sinh
ngheo & vung ngoai 6 Sai Gon. Cu thé, gido xii s&€ hd tr¢ Quan Com Tu Thién tai nha tho gido xi Tan My,
gido hat Héc Mon, Tong Gido phén Sai Gon, ndi phuc vu bifa &n mién phi mdi ngay cho nhuzng ngudi khé
khiin. Vay, d€ thuc hanh béc 4i trong Mua Chay, gi4o xi chiing ta bay to tinh lién déi va trach nhiém véi
ngudi ngheo nhu sau:

An chay: Gidm bdt chi tiéu cho bita dn, ddc biét vao thi Sau, dé danh tién glup do nhiing ngu’dl ngheo Cudi
Muia Chay, s& tién tiét kiém sé& dudc gido xif thu lai va tdng két @& chuyén dén nhiing ngudi cin gitip da.

Bac ai: Moi gia dinh ‘hodc cd nhén ¢6 thé nhan mot hop “Chén Com Tinh Thuong” (hop bia cling dudce phat
& cudi nha tho) dé tiét kiém tién trong sudt Muia Chay. So tién nay sé dung dé tai trg bita #n trua hang ngay
cho sinh vién, hoc sinh va cong nhan, lao dong nghe¢o 6 Qué Nha.

Cau chiic anh chi em va gia dinh mdt Mua Chay Thénh an lanh!
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xu
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