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Sunday, August 30, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Each year, especially around Memorial Day, Independence Day, and Labor Day, many Catholics notice
the American flag displayed in the church, often near the sanctuary. Some naturally ask: Is this
appropriate? Doesn't the separation of Church and State mean the flag should not be in church?

These are thoughtful questions that invite us to reflect on what it means to be both faithful Catholics and
responsible citizens.

The Catholic Church has always taught that the Church and the State have distinct missions. Civil
government exists to promote the common good, while the Church's mission is to lead souls to salvation.
The principle of the separation of Church and State protects the freedom of both; it does not require faith
to be excluded from public life or forbid Christians from loving their country.

The Church has no universal law requiring or prohibiting the display of a national flag in a church. In the
United States, however, it has long been a respected custom to display the flag on occasions such as
Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, or during Masses offered for the nation or
members of the armed forces. When displayed, the flag should never overshadow the altar, the tabernacle,
the crucifix, or any symbol of Christ. Its proper place is normally outside the sanctuary or at its edge in a
dignified location.

The flag is not an object of worship. Rather, it serves as a reminder to pray for our nation and its leaders,
as St. Paul urges: “I ask that supplications, prayers, petitions, and thanksgivings be offered... for kings and
for all in authority” (1 Timothy 2:1-2). It also reminds us that every nation stands under God’s mercy and
judgment and continually needs justice, peace, and moral renewal.

As Catholics, we hold two citizenships. We are grateful citizens of the United States, but our highest
allegiance is to the Kingdom of God. As St. Paul reminds us, “Our citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians
3:20). Our heavenly citizenship shapes how we live our earthly one—calling us to be honest citizens,
faithful family members, compassionate neighbors, and courageous defenders of the dignity of every
human person.

When we see the American flag in church, may it inspire gratitude for our country, prayer for its leaders
and people, and a renewed commitment to place God above all things. In doing so, we become not only
better Americans, but more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Mai nim, dic biét vao céc dip L& Chién Si Tran Vong (Memorial Day), L& Doc Lap ciia Hoa Ky (Independence Day) va
L& Lao Pong (Labor Day), nhiéu gido din nhan thay 14 cd Hoa Ky dugc dit trong nha thd, thudng 1a gan Gian Cung Thanh.
Piéu nay khién khong it ngudi dit ciu hoi: Viéc 1am d6 c6 thich hop khdng? Nguyén tic phan chia gitta Gido Hoi va Nha
Nudc c6 cho phép triung bay qudc k¥ trong nha thd khong?

D6 1a nhiing cau hoi rat chinh ddng, gidp chiing ta suy nghi sdu hon vé on goi viia 1a ngudi Cong gido trung tin, vifa 12 ngudi
cong dan c6 trach nhiém.

Gido Hoi Cong gido ludn day ring Gido Hdi va Nha Nudc c6 hai sit mang khac nhau. Nha Nudc phuc vu cdng ich va trit
tu x4 hoi; con Gido Hoi c6 sit mang dn dua con ngudi dén on ctiu d6. Nguyén tic phan chia giita Gido Hoi va Nha Nudc
nhim bao vé sy tu do ctia ca hai, chit khong c6 nghia 13 loai bd dic tin khoi doi song cong cdng hay ngin can ngudi Kitd
hitu yéu mén qué huong dat nudc.

Gido Hoi khong c6 luat chung cho viéc phai tring bay hay cAm trung bay qudc ky trong nha thd. Tuy nhién, tai Hoa Ky,
day 1a mot truyén thdng 1au ddi ctia cdc nha thd Cong Gido trong céc dip nhu Ngay Tudng Niém Chién Si Trin Vong, Ngay
L& DBoc Lap, Ngay L& Lao Pong, Ngay Cuu Chién Binh, ho#c cdc Thanh 1& cAu nguyén cho dit nuée va nhiing ngudi phuc
vu trong quan doi. Khi dugdc dit trong nha thd, 14 cd khdng bao gi dudc chiém vi tri cao trong hon Ban Thd, Nha Tam,
Thanh Gi4 hay cdc biéu tugng phung vu. Vi tri thich hgp nhét thudng 1a bén ngoai hodc & ria Cung Thénh, trong mot noi
trang trong.

L4 cd khong phai 1a d6i tugng dé ton kinh hay thd phugng. Trai lai, 14 cd nhic nhd chiing ta cAu nguyén cho dat nudc va
cdc nha ngudi 1anh dao qudc gia, nhu Thanh Phaold khuyén day: “Hay dang 15i ciu xin, khin nguyén, chuyén ciu va ta on
cho moi ngudi, cho cic vua chia va tat ca nhiing ngudi cAm quyén” (1 Tm 2,1-2). Ddng thdi, 14 ¢d ciing nhic ching ta ring
moi qudc gia d&u can dén long thuong x6t ctia Thién Chuia, su cong bing, hoa binh va su hodn cai.

La ngudi Cong Gido, ching ta c6 hai qudc tich. Ching ta biét on vi dugc 1a cong dan Hoa Ky, nhung trén hét, ching ta 1a
cong dan ctia Nudc Troi. Thanh Phaold viét: “Qué huong chiing ta & trén trdi” (P1 3,20). Chinh tu cdch 1a cong dan Nudc
Troi gidp chiing ta trd thanh nhiing cong dan t6t clia tran thé: song luong thién, yéu thuong gia dinh, phuc vu tha nhan va
bao vé pham gid clia moi su séng con ngudi.

U6c gi mdi 1an nhin thay 14 ¢cd Hoa K¥ trong nha thd, ching ta biét ta on Chia vi nhiing an phiic danh cho dat nudc nay,
noi chiing ta chon 1am qué huong thi hai, tha thiét cAu nguyén cho qudc gia va cdc nha lanh dao, ddng thdi ludn ghi nhé
ring 1ong yéu nudc chi that sy tron ven khi dugc huéng din bdi 1ong yéu mén Thién Chia. Nhd d6, chiing ta viia 1a nhiing
cong dan t6t ciia Hoa Ky, vita 1 nhiing mdn dé trung thanh cta Dic Kito.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chéanh xd
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