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Sunday, June 28, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Seventy-five years ago, on June 11, 1951, the Venerable Fulton J. Sheen was consecrated a bishop in Rome.
Reflecting on the episcopal office, he once observed that in the early centuries of Christianity, becoming a
bishop often meant becoming a martyr. It was not a position of prestige, but a vocation marked by sacrifice,
responsibility, and sometimes even the shedding of blood for the faith.

In fact, when Bishop Francis C. Kelly of Oklahoma City expressed his desire to submit his name to the Holy
See for consideration as a bishop, Father Fulton Sheen declined. In his reply, he wrote: “There are two ways
a man may be proposed in the Church: one is to be pushed up from below, the other is to be sent down from
above.” By “pushed up from below,” he meant advancement through human influence or recommendation;
by “sent down from above,” he meant an appointment made by the Holy See under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit. Since his name had been proposed by a bishop, he felt obliged to decline.

Years later, Archbishop John Quinn of San Francisco, who had previously served as Bishop of Oklahoma
City, told Bishop Sheen that he had personally seen that letter of refusal preserved in the diocesan archives.
Ironically, Bishop Sheen later learned that his eventual appointment as a bishop had come through the
recommendation of another churchman, Cardinal Francis Spellman, then Archbishop of New York.

In recent years, many Catholic journalists and Church officials have noted that a number of priests chosen
for the episcopacy have asked not to be appointed. The reasons are understandable: the increasing burdens
of administration and legal responsibilities, pressure from public opinion and the media, concerns about
health and age, a desire to remain in parish ministry, or simply a conviction that they are not suited for such
leadership. Cardinal Marc Ouellet, former Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops, once remarked that while
such refusals are not common, they are no longer as rare as they once were.

Vietnamese people have a humorous saying: “If you dislike someone, encourage him to open a restaurant
or organize a large music festival.” Both endeavors are likely to brmg stress, sleepless nights, and endless
headaches. Perhaps another joke could be added: “If you dislike a priest, pray that he becomes a bishop!™
Of course, this is only said in jest. In reality, the burden of the episcopal office is far from light. The bishop’s
mitre may appear impressive and dignified, but it often rests upon shoulders weighed down by
responsibility and concern for the flock.

For that reason, Catholics should remember to pray for their bishops, especially the shepherds of the
Diocese of San Jos¢, Bishop Oscar Cantu and Auxiliary Bishop Andrés C. Ligot. Their pastoral staft is not
merely a symbol of leadership; it is also a reminder of the heavy responsibility they carry in guiding God’s
people. As the Psalmist declares, in words later applied to Christ Himself: “Zeal for Your House consumes
me” (Psalm 69:9). The shepherd’s love for the House of God has always demanded sacrifice, and it
continues to do so today.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 28 thang 6 nam 2026

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Bay muoi 1dm nidm tru6c, vao ngay 11 thang 6 nim 1951, Pang Déng Kinh Fulton J. Sheen da dugc tdn phong Gidm
muc tai Réma. Khi suy tu v& s vu gidm muc, ngai tiing nhan xét ring trong nhiing thé ky dau ctia Kito gido, trd thanh
gidgm muc thudng ddng nghia véi viéc trd thanh vi tli dao. D6 khdng phdi 1A mot dia vi danh gid, nhung 12 mdt on goi
ctia hy sinh, trach nhiém va d6i khi 12 d6 mdu vi ddc tin.

That ra khi Pic Cha Francis C. Kelly cla gio phan Oklahoma City ngd ¥ mudn d cti tén ngai 1én Toa Thanh dé dugc
bd nhiém lam gidm muc, Cha Fulton Sheen xin dugc vai ngay suy nghi va ciu nguyén. Sau d6, trong thu tra 15i, ngai
viét: “C6 hai cdch @& mdt ngudi dude dé cli trong Gido Hoi: mot 1a duge ddy 1én tii bén dudi, hai 12 dugc ban xudng
tll bén trén.” Theo ngai, “dugc ddy 1én tif bén dudi” 12 nhd anh hudng hoic sy van dong clia con ngudi; con “dudc ban
xudng tlt bén trén” 13 su b nhiém ctia Toa Thanh dudi sy huéng din ctia Chiia Thanh Than. Vi vi ngai dugdc “diy
1én” tif mot Pang Ban Quyén nén ngai xin tli choi.

Sau nay, Pic Téng Gidm Muc John R. Quinn ctia San Francisco, nguyén 1a Téng Giam muc Oklahoma City, k& lai
v6i Piic Téng Sheen ring chinh ngai di nhin thdy 14 thu tii chSi 4y con dudc luu giti trong hd so clia gido phan. That
tré tréu, vé sau Dic Cha Sheen mdi biét rﬁng viéc ngai dugc b6 nhiém lam gidm muc d&n ti 16 gidi thiéu ctia mdt vi
khdc 12 Pic Hong Y Francis J. Spellman, Itic d6 1a Téng Gidm muc New York.

Trong nhiing ndm gan diy, nhiéu ky gid Cong Gido va cdc vi c6 trach nhiém trong Gido Hdi cho biét khong it linh
muc dugc dé cli 1am gidm muc da xin t chdi. Nhiing 1y do dugc néu ra khd dé hiéu: génh ning quan tri va phéap ly
ngly cang 16n, 4p luc tif du luan va truyén thdng, stic khde, tudi tdc, mong mudn tiép tuc phuc vu trong cdng viée
muc vu gifo xi, hofic don gian 12 cim thay minh khdng dt kha niing @& ddm nhén vai trd linh dao. Piic Hong Y Marc
Ouellet, nguyén Téng trudng Bd Gidm muc, tiing nhan xét ring tuy hién tugng nay khdng phd bién, nhung ciing
khong con 1a diéu qué hi€m hoi nhu trudc day.

Ngudi Viét ching ta ¢ cAu néi vui: “Néu ghét ai thi xii ngudi d6 mé nha hang hoic td chic dai nhac hoi.” Béi 1& ca
hai viéc d8u d& mang lai cing thing, mat ngl va dau dau. C6 1& ciing c6 thé thém mot cau duia khéc: “Néu ghét mot
linh muc, hay cau cho ngai dugc lam gidm muc!” Di nhién d6 chi 1a cAu néi vui. Thuc t&, ganh ning cla sd vu gidm
muc khong hé nhe nhang. Chi€c mii mitra tuy trong that trang trong, nhung thudng dugc dit trén nhiing d6i vai day
trach nhiém va vu tu.

Vay ngudi tin hitu Cong Gido hdy nhé cau nguyén cac Pic Gidm muc, cdch riéng cho cdc vi chl chin cta Gido phan
San José 1a Bic Gidm Muc Oscar Canti va Biic Gidm Muc Phu T4 Andrés C. Ligot. Cay gay gidm muc cua cdc ngai
khong chi 1a @€ din dit, nhung con 1a d€ d nang cic ngai trudc trong trach ning né ctia chifc gidm muc. Thanh Vinh
69 da ch.'flng néi: “Vi nhiét tdm lo viéc Nha Chua, ma t6i day phai thiét than.” (Tv 69:10) Tinh y&u clia ngudi muc
ti danh cho Nha Chda ludn ddi héi su hy sinh va lao nhoc, va didu d6 van tiép tuc nhu th& cho dén ngiy hom nay.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chénh xd
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