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Sunday, March 29, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

A priest in Florida is facing more than half a million dollars in fines for feeding the homeless. Yet after 36
years of ministry, Father Bob Caudill refuses to stop.

At All Saints Catholic Mission in Oakland Park, within the Archdiocese of Miami, Father Bob Caudill has
long provided meals, showers, and spiritual support to people living on the streets. But after the city
rezoned the area in 2014, officials claimed the church was operating an unpermitted soup kitchen, and
fines began accumulating—about $105-$125 per day, eventually exceeding $500,000.

Despite the legal pressure and even a lien placed on the church building, Father Caudill continues his
mission. For him, the issue is simple: the Gospel calls Christians to care for the poor.

People like Jeremiah Williams, who is currently homeless, rely on the mission for daily meals, showers,
and a place of prayer. For many, this church is not just a service center—it is a place where they are treated
with dignity.

This situation also raises a deeper question: isn’t it the responsibility of a city to care for those who are
most vulnerable among us? If the government cannot directly provide enough help, at the very least it
should create space for those who are willing to serve. Khdong tao diéu ki¢n thi thoi, con di lam kho — if
you cannot help, why make it harder for those who do?

Father Caudill’s perseverance reminds us that some battles are worth fighting. When the cause is
defending the dignity of the poor and the command of Christ to care for the least among us, giving up is
not an option.

There is also a lesson here about our society today. In the past, people often complained about what others
failed to do. But today, it sometimes seems people criticize what others are actually doing. Instead of
speakin% about wrongdoing or injustice, criticism is sometimes directed at the good that others try to
accomplish.

The same lesson applies to all of us. When we see someone doing good, if we cannot lend a hand, at least
let us not discourage them with negativity or constant criticism. Because if those who are serving become
tired and stop, the ones who will syffer the most are the poor themselves. Néu nguoi ta nan 1ong ma ngirng
lai, thi ngud1 nghéo s€ chiu kho gap doi.

Sometimes supporting %oodness is as simple as offering encouragement, prayer, or gratitude. If we cannot
do the good ourselves, let the good continue to do good.

As the Gospel reminds us: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” (Matthew 25:40)

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Mot linh muc tai Florida dang phai d6i dién véi hon niia triéu @6 tién phat bdi thanh phd chi vi phuc vu biia dn va cdc
dich vu khéc cho ngudi vd gia cu. Thé nhung, sau 36 nim phuc vu, Cha Bob Caudill vin nhat quyét khong diing lai.

Tai All Saints Catholic Mission & Oakland Park, thuoc Téng Gido phan Miami, cha Bob Caudill di tif 1au cung cip
bita dn, chd tdm riia va h trg tinh thin cho nhiing ngudi séng ngoai dudng phd. Nhung sau khi thanh phd thay d6i
quy hoach vao nim 2014, chinh quyén cho ring nha th dang van hanh mot b&p #n khong c6 gidy phép, va tién phat
bét dau tich lily - khodng 105 -125 @6 mdi ngay, d&n nay di vugt qua 500,000 do.

Bat chap dp luc phdp 1y, tham chi bi dit “lien” (quyén Iuu gif) trén tai san ctia nha thd, Cha Caudill van tiép tuc s vu
phuc vu ngudi nghéo ctia minh. Vi cha, diéu nay rat don gian: Tin Miling mdi goi chiing ta chim séc ngudi ngheo.

Nhiing ngudi nhu anh Jeremiah Williams, hién dang v gia cu, tim dén day mdi ngay dé c6 bita dn, dudc tim riia va
c6 mot noi d€ cau nguyén. Dai véi nhiéu ngudi, noi diy khdng chi 1a chd cung cap dich vu bac 4i, ma con 1a noi ho
dugc d6i xti v6i pham gid.

Cau chuyén nay ciing dit ra mot cau hdi sdu xa: ching phéi trach nhiém ctia mot thanh phd 14 chim lo cho nhiing
ngudi y&u th& nhat sao? Néu chinh quyén khong thé truc tiép gidp du, thi it ra cling nén tao diéu kién cho nhiing ngudi
s&n sang phuc vu. Khdng tao diéu kién thi thdi, con di lam khé - néu khong gidp, thi xin dling can trd.

Su kién tri ctia Cha Caudill nhic nhé ching ta ring c6 nhiing cudc chién rat dang d€ ddu tranh. Ching han nhu la
cudc chién bao vé& phdm gid con ngudi va song theo 16i mdi goi ctia Pic Kitd danh cho nhiing ngudi bé nhé nhat, thi
khdng thé bd cudc.

Nhung ciu chuyén nay ciing phan 4anh mot thuc t€ cia xa hoi hom nay. Ngay xua, ngudi ta thudng phan nan vé nhiing
diéu ngudi khac khdng 1am. Con hdom nay, ngudi ta lai d& phé ph4n chinh nhiing diéu t6t ma ngudi khdc dang c6 ging
thuc hién. Thay vi Ién ti€ng vé diéu xau hay bat cdng, doi khi ngudi ta lai chi trich chinh nhiing viéc t6t clia ngudi
khéc.

Diéu d6 ciing 12 15i nhic cho mdi chiing ta. Khi thdy ai 1am diéu tot, néu khong thé gép tay, thi it ra diing “néi ra néi
va0” mot cdch tiéu cuc. B&i vi néu nhiing ngudi dang phuc vu nan 1ong ma diing lai, thi chinh ngudi ngheo sé 1a ngusi
chiu khd gap ddi.

Do6i khi, nang @6 diéu thién chi don gidn 1a mot 16i khich 1&, mot 16i cau nguyén, hay mot su biét on. Néu chiing ta
khong thé truc ti€p 1am diéu tot, thi hdly d€ nhiing ngudi c6 thé tiép tuc lam diéu tot.

Nhu Tin Miing nhic nhd: “Mai 14n c4c ngudi 1am nhu th& cho mdt trong nhiing anh em bé nho nhét cia Ta day, 12 cdc
nguci da lam cho chinh Ta.” (Mt 25,40)

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xd
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