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Sunday, November 17, 2024

Dear parishioners and friends:

The election season in the United States has just ended. Although during the campaign, people listened to the
intense debates and speeches of the presidential candidates, the outcome after Election Day still represents a sense
of civility. The losing side calls to congratulate the winner, and the winner commends the campaign efforts of the
loser. That’s what America is about. “President Trump acknowledged Vice President Harris for her strength,
professionalism, and persistence throughout the campaign, and both leaders agreed on the importance of unifying
the country,” said Steven Cheung, Trump’s campaign communications director, in a statement. The public might
wonder, “Why didn’t they say that sooner?” Well, if they did, they wouldn’t be able to “discredit” each other.
That’s politics.

President Joe Biden also called to congratulate President-elect Donald Trump after the Republican candidate’s
victory, pledging to ensure a smooth transition of power. “President Biden committed to ensuring a smooth
transition process and emphasized the importance of working together to unite the country,” mentioned a White
House spokesperson in a statement regarding the call on November 6th.

Former President Barack Obama and former First Lady Michelle also sent a congratulatory message to the
President-elect on social media, emphasizing that in a democracy, one must accept that their views won’t always
win and highlighting the importance of a peaceful transfer of power. “In a country as big and diverse as ours, we
won’t always see eye-to-eye on everyting. But progress requires us to extend good faith and grace — even to people
with whom we deeply disagree. That’s how we’ve come this far, and it’s how we’ll keep building a country that is
more fair and more just, more equal and more free,” wrote the former President and First Lady.

As President Biden said, “What I hope we can do, no matter who we vote for, is to not see each other as opponents,
but as fellow Americans.” Through this view of “this is my fellow citizen,” Americans don’t exclude each other.
Reflecting on the political and social landscape in the United States, what lesson can Catholic believers learn? It
is the effort to build a culture of “inclusion” rather than “exclusion.” But don’t think that exclusion only happens
in the secular world. Where else do Catholics live if not in the “real world”? So, to some extent, there’s also a
tendency to exclude one another within communities, sometimes simply because they don’t like each other,
forgetting that others are also “fellow believers” and forgetting that they themselves are Christians.

Let us remember the advice of St. Paul and live joyfully together. A passage from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Colossians says: “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against
another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of
perfection.” (Col 3:12-14)

May you have a blessed week.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuda Nhat, ngay 17 thang 11 ndm 2024

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chj Em:

Muia bau cti céc cip & Hoa KV viia két thic. Du trong ldc tranh cii ngudi dan nghe nhiing tranh lun va bai phat biéu ctia
cdc dng vién rat kich tinh va gy cin, nhung diém két sau ngay bau cii van 1 gi @6 rit vin minh. Bén thua goi dién thoai
chiic miing bén thing. Con bén thing thi ca ngdi nd luc tranh cit clia bén thua. Vay méi diing 1a nuéec My. “Téng thong
Trump di ghi nhian Phé Téng thong Harris vé st manh mé, tinh chuyén nghiép va su kién tri trong sudt chién dich, va ca
hai nha lanh dao déu dong y vé tAm quan trong clia viéc thong nhat dit nuéc,” Steven Cheung, gidm ddc truyén thong ciia
chién dich Trump, cho biét trong mdt tuyén bd. Dan chiing c6 thé thic méc: “Héng néi sém gitim?” N6i sém sao “ha bg”
nhau dugc? Chinh tri la vay.

Téng thong Joe Biden ciing goi dién chiic miing Téng thong tin cti Donald Trump sau khi ting vién dang Cong Hoa chién
thing, cam két ddm bao chuyén giao quyén luc sudn sé. “Téng thdng Biden cam két ddm bao qua trinh chuyén giao dién ra
sudn sé va nhan manh tAim quan trong ciia viéc hop tic dé doan két dit nudc”, phat ngon vién Nha Tring dé cap ndi dung
cudc goi hom 6/11.

Con cuyu tong thong Hoa Ky Barack Obama va cyu d& nhét phu nhan 1a ba Michelle ciing da gtii thong diép chic miing
Téng thong tan cli trén mang xa hdi, nhan manh ring dé song trong nén dan chi, phdi chdp nhan quan diém ctia minh
khong phai lic nao ciing chién thing va nhan manh tdm quan trong clia chuyén giao quyén luc trong hoa binh. “Tai dat
nudc rong 16n va da dang nhu My, ching ta khong phai ltc nao cling nhin nhan moi thi theo cling mot huéng. Nhung dé
dat dudc tién bo, can phai c6 thién chi va su ton trong, ngay ca véi nhiing ngudi ma chiing ta bat ddng siu sic. D6 1a cach
ma chiing ta di d€n ngay hom nay va sé tiép tuc xdy dyng mdt dit nudc cong bing, chinh truc, binh déng va tu do hon”, vg
chdng cyu Téng Thong Obama viét.

Nhu 15i Téng thong Biden néi: “Piéu tdi hy vong chiing ta c6 thé 1am, dii bd phi€u cho ai, 13 diing coi nhau nhu d6i tht, ma
12 ddng bao ngudi M§.” Vay nhd vao cdi nhin “day 12 ddng bao clia t6i” ma ngudi M§ khong loai trif nhau. Nhin vao binh
dién chinh tri va xa hoi tai M§, ngudi tin hitu Cong Gido rit ra dudc bai hoc gi? D6 12 nd luc xay dung mot nén vin ho4 “bao
gdm” chi khong phai “loai trlii”. Nhung diing nghi ring chi ¢6 ngoai doi méi c6 chuyén loai trit nhau. Ngudi Cong Gido
dang s6ng & dau néu khong phai 1a “ngoai doi”? Cho nén khdng {t thi nhiéu ciing c6 khuynh hudng loai trli nhau trong céc
cong doan, nhiéu khi don gin 1a khong va nhau. Quén mat céi nhin ngudi khdc ciing 1a “nhiing ngudi dong dao” va cling
quén chinh minh la ngudi kitd htiu.

Hay nhé 16i khuyén nhi ctia Thdnh Phaold ma séng vui vé véi nhau. Trich thu Thanh Phaold Tong dd gti tin hitu Coloxé:
“Anh em thAn mén, nhu nhiing ngudi dugc chon ctia Thién Chia, nhiing ngudi thanh thién va dugc yéu thuong, anh em hay
mic 14y nhiing tAm tinh tii bi, nhan hu, khiém cung, 6n hoi, nhin nai, chiu dung 1in nhau, va hiy tha thi cho nhau, néu
ngudi nay cé chuyén phai odn trach ngudi kia. Nhu Chua da tha thid cho anh em, anh em ciing hdy tha thd cho nhau. Va trén
hé&t moi sy, anh em hay c6 diic yéu thuong, d6 1a day rang budc diéu toan thién.” (Cl 3:12-17)

Cau chic anh chi em va gia dinh mot tuan an lanh.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudng
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