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Sunday, June 21, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Before the first whistle is blown and before a single pass is made, there is a moment that often goes
unnoticed. Soccer players walk onto the field hand in hand with children. For many young boys and girls,
it is a dream come true to stand beside their heroes before thousands of spectators. Yet this tradition carries
a message far deeper than a ceremonial entrance.

The children remind everyone that sports are not only about today but also about tomorrow. They
represent the next generation of players, leaders, and fans. Their presence challenges athletes to remember
that they are role models. The world is watching, but so are young eyes that will imitate what they see.
The message is clear: compete hard, but compete fairly; strive for excellence, but do so with integrity and
respect.

Every player who steps onto the field wants to win. Every fan hopes for victory. Competition is a natural
and healthy part of sports. Yet the greatest athletes understand that winning is not everything. How one
plays the game matters just as much as the final score. Respect for opponents, teammates, referees, and
the rules of the game transforms competition into something noble and inspiring.

Sports also provide opportunities to accomplish something greater than the game itself. Professional
leagues, clubs, and tournaments frequently support charitable causes, community outreach, and programs
that benefit young people. The influence of sports reaches far beyond the stadium. It can bring people
together, raise awareness, and inspire acts of generosity and service.

The lessons from the soccer field apply equally to our daily lives. If athletes train tirelessly and play with
determination for a ninety-minute match, how much more should we dedicate ourselves to our work, our
families, our communities, and our faith? If the soccer players are expected to be examples for the next
generation, so are we. Whether we realize it or not, someone is always learning from our actions, our
words, and our choices.

Winning a game may bring temporary celebration, but living with purpose, integrity, and concern for
others leaves a lasting legacy. The children who walk onto the field before the match remind us of that
truth. They remind us that what we do today shapes the future, and that success is measured not only by
what we achieve, but also by the example we leave behind.

In life, each of us steps onto our own “playing field” every day. For some, it is the workplace; for others,
it is the home, the classroom, the parish, or the wider community. Wherever we may be, we are called to
live with responsibility, fairness, and generosity. Just as soccer players on the ficld are watched by
thousands, our lives are also being observed by others who learn from our example. The way we live,
speak, and act can inspire those around us and help shape the next generation.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trudc khi tiéng coi khai cudc vang 1én va trudc khi trdi béng dudc 1in di tai cdc tran tdc ciu, c6 mdt hinh dnh quen thudc nhung
ddy y nghia: cdc cAu thi budc ra sin tay trong tay véi cdc em nhod. D&i véi nhidu em, d6 1a gidy phiit ddng nhé khi dudc sanh buée
cling nhiing than tugng ctia minh trudc hang ngan khan gia. Tuy nhién, truyén thdng nay mang mot thong diép sau sic hon nhiéu
so v6i mot nghi thiic khai mac don thun.

Céc em nho nhic nhé moi ngudi ring thé thao khong chi hudng vé hién tai ma con hudng dén tuong lai. Cdc em tugng tring cho
thé€ hé cAu thi, nha linh dao v ngudi hAm mo clia ngdy mai. Su hién dién clia cdc em ciing nhic cdc van dong vién ré“mg ho la
nhiing tim guong cho ngudi khac. Khong chi ¢ khan gid dang doi theo tran dau, ma con c¢6 nhiing d6i mét tré tho dang quan st
va hoc hai tit cach ho cu xi. Thong diép that rd rang: hay thi ddu hét minh, nhung phai cong bing; hiy khat khao chién thing,
nhung lu6n gitt sy ton trong va tinh than thugng va.

MBJi cu thii bude vao sin déu mong mudn chién thing. M&i ngudi hAm md déu hy vong d6i minh gianh phin thing. Tinh thin
canh tranh 1a diéu ty nhién va ddy hao hiing trong thé thao. Tuy nhién, nhiing van ddng vién vi dai hiéu riing chién thing khong
phai 12 tat cA. Cdch ngudi ta thi ddu ciing quan trong khong kém k&t qui cudi cling. Su ton trong ddi thd, ddng ddi, trong tai va
luat choi chinh 12 diéu 1am cho cudc thi du trd nén cao dep va dang trin trong.

Thé thao ciing md ra nhiing co hdi d€ thuc hién nhiing diéu t6t dep vudt xa khuon khd ctia mot trin dau. Nhiéu gidi d4u, cu lac
bd va 8 chiic thé thao thudng xuyén hd trg cdc hoat dong bac 4i, cdc chuong trinh phuc vu cong ddng va nhiing sang kién gitip
d3 gidi tré. Anh hudng ctia thé thao khong ditng lai & san van dong. N6 c6 thé két ndi con ngudi, khoi ddy 1ong quang dai va thiic
ddy nhiing hanh ddng phuc vu ddy y nghia.

Nhiing bai hoc tli san cé ciing 1a nhiing bai hoc cho cudc song hiing ngay. Néu cic ciu thi c6 thé tap luyén nghiém tic va thi ddu
hét minh cho mot tran d4u kéo dai chin muoi phit, thi chiing ta cang phdi séng c6 trach nhiém hon trong cong viéc, gia dinh,
cong ddng va ddi song diic tin ctia minh. Néu cdc cAu thi duge mdi goi trd thanh nhiing tAm guong cho thé hé tré, thi mdi ngudi
chiing ta ciing dugc mdi goi nhu thé.

Chién thing mot tran ddu chi mang lai niém vui trong chdc 14t, nhung sdng véi muc dich sé dé lai mot di san lau dai. Nhiing em
nhé budc ra sin cling céc ciu thd trudc trin ddu chinh 12 18i nhic nhé séng dong vé didu d6. Cic em nhic chiing ta ring nhiing
gi chiing ta lam hdm nay s& gép phan dinh hinh tuong lai, va thanh cong dich thuc khdng chi dudc do bing nhiing gi chiing ta dat
dugc, ma con bing tim guong tdt dep ma chiing ta @& lai cho thé hé mai sau.

el

Trong cudc s6ng, mbi ngudi chiing ta ciing dang budc vio mdt “san dau” riéng cia minh mébi ngay. C6 ngudi 1a noi cong s8, cé
ngudi 12 mdi 4m gia dinh, cé ngudi 12 16p hoc, gido xi hay cong ddng. D & bat cii dau, chiing ta ciing dudc mdi goi séng véi tinh
than trach nhiém, cong biing va quang dai. Béi 1€, ciing nhu cic cAu thi trén san cd, cudc song clia chiing ta luén c6 ngudi dang
doi theo va hoc héi tii do.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng

Chéanh xd
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