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Sunday, July 26, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Cardinal Giacomo Biffi (1928-2015), the former Archbishop of Bologna, was one of those rare churchmen who
never hesitated to speak uncomfortable truths. He was invited twice to preach the Lenten retreat for the Pope and
the Roman Curia—first by St. John Paul II and later by Pope Benedict XVI. In one of those reflections, he spoke
about A Short Tale of the Antichrist by the Russian philosopher Vladimir Solovyov.

In Solovyov’s story, the Antichrist does not appear as a cruel tyrant or a terrifying monster. Instead, he comes as
a charming humanitarian who promotes peace, dialogue, and unity. He gives people everything they desire until
someone finally stands up and says: “You have given us everything except the one thing we truly care about:
Jesus Christ.”

Those words remain strikingly relevant today because they expose one of Christianity’s oldest temptations:
preserving Christian values while quietly leaving Christ behind.

I remember someone once suggested that our parish should not celebrate a Thanksgiving Mass for our graduates
in the church, but instead hold the celebration at a school or another venue.

Everyone is entitled to an opinion. Most of the time I simply listen, smile, and move on. But not this time. This
was a moment that called for teaching because the suggestion touches the very mission of the Church. It reflects
precisely the danger Cardinal Biffi warned about: offering young people many good things while leaving out the
one thing that matters most—Jesus Christ.

That is precisely why our parish celebrates a Thanksgiving Mass for our graduates.

A diploma 1s the fruit of years of study, sacrifice, and perseverance. Yet every talent, every opportunity, and
every success is ultimately a gift from God. Before our graduates begin the next chapter of their lives, we bring
them before the altar to thank God for His constant guidance and to ask Him to continue blessing their future.

We do not celebrate this Mass simply because our students have completed another stage of their education. We
celebrate because the Church’s greatest hope is not merely that they become successful professionals, but that
they become faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. A diploma may open the door to a career, but Christ alone opens
the door to eternal life.

Our world today brings both good news and bad news. The good news is that relatively few people openly reject
Jesus Christ. The bad news is that more and more people believe they no longer need Him. Christ is seldom
denied outright; He is simply left out.

As Christians, every opinion we express and every decision we make should lead people closer to Jesus Christ,
never farther away from Him. May none of us ever deserve to hear these words: “You gave us everything except
the one thing we truly cared about: Jesus Christ.”

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 26 thang 7 ndam 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Diic ¢6 Hong Y Giacomo Biffi (1928-2015), nguyén Téng Gidm muc Bologna bén nudc Y, 12 mot trong nhiing vi muc tit c6
tiéng 12 khong bao gid ngai néi 1én nhiing su that khé nghe. Ngai da hai 14n dudc moi gidng tinh tAm cho hai triéu dai Dic Gido
Hoang va Gido triéu Roma - 14n thif nhat theo 15i mdi ctia Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II, va 14n thi hai theo 15i mdi cia
Dric Gido Hoang Bénédictd XVI. Trong mot bai giang, ngai nhic dén tic phdm “Truyén Ngin V& Tén Phan Kito” (A Short Tale
of the Antichrist) cla triét gia ngudi Nga Vladimir Solovyov.

Trong ciu chuyén 4y, tén Phan Kitd khong xut hién nhu mot bao chida hay mot quai vat dang so. Hin xuat hién nhu mot nha
nhan dao c6 stic thu hiit, ¢§ v hoa binh, ddi thoai va tao hiép nhat. Hin ban phat cho moi ngudi diéu ho mong mudn, cho dén
khi c6 mot ngudi diing 18n va néi: “Ngai d cho chiing tdi moi sy, ngoai trif diu duy nhét ching t6i quan tim: Dic Giésu Kito.”

Lai n6i Ay vAn con nguyén gid tri cho d&n hom nay, bdi n6 chi ra mdt trong nhiing cdm do 1au doi nhat ctia Kitd gido: gil lai nhiing
gid tri Kitd gido nhung 4m tham gat Dic Kitd sang mot bén.

Téi nhé c6 14n c6 ngudi gop ¥ ring gido xi khong nén td chiic Thanh 18 Ta On cho cic em t8t nghiép tai nha thd, nhung nén t&
chiic & trudng hoc hodic mot dia diém khic.

Thuic ra ai cling c6 quyén ¢6 ¥ kién riéng. Thudng thi t6i chi nghe, mim cudi rdi budc tiép. Nhung 1an nay thi khong. T6i thiy cin
thuc thi s vu gidng day. Vi y kién 4y dung cham d&n chinh st mang ctia Gido Hoi. N6 phan dnh diéu ma Pic ¢6 Hong Y Biffi
tiing canh bdo: trao cho ngudi tré rat nhidu diéu tot dep nhung lai thi€u mat diéu quan trong nhat - Piic Giésu Kitd.

Va day ciing 12 1y do gido xit t& chiic Thanh 1 Ta On cho céc em tSt nghiép. TAm bing 6t nghiép 1a két qua clia nhiéu ndm hoc
tap, hy sinh va kién tri. Nhung moi tai niing, moi co hdi va moi thanh cong cudi cling déu la h6ng an Thién Chda ban. Trudc khi
cdc em budc vao mdt chiing dudng mdi ctia cude dvi, gido xi moi cic gia dinh din cdc em dén trude ban ths dé ta on Chia da
luon @dng hanh va ciu xin Chia tiép tuc chic lanh cho tuong lai clia cdc em.

Gido xit khong ctf hanh Thanh 1€ Ta On cho céc em t6t nghiép chi vi cdc em da hoan tit mot bac hoc. Chiing ta cti hanh Thanh 1&
vi niém hy vong 16n nhat ctia Gido Hoi khong phai chi 12 cdc em trd thanh nhiing ngudi thanh dat trong xd hdi, ma con 13 nhiing
ngudi mon d¢ trung thanh ctia Pic Giésu Kitd. Bing cap c6 thé md ra canh ciia clia mot su nghiép. Chinh Dic Kitd méi 1a Pang
md ra canh ciia din dén sy s6ng doi doi.

Thé& giéi hdm nay c6 ca tin vui 1n tin budn. Tin vui 12 ngdy nay rit it ngudi cong khai chéi bd Chia Giésu. Nhung tin budn 12
ngiy cang c6 nhiéu ngudi nghi ring minh khong con cin d&n Ngusi nita. Chda Kitd hi€m khi bi khudc tii cich cong khai; Ngudi
chi don gian 1a bi bo ra ngoai.

La Kito hitu, moi y kién va quyé&t dinh ctia ching ta phdi dua con ngudi d&n gan Chia Giésu hon, chd khong phai xa Ngudi hon.
Hy vong mdi ngudi trong chiing ta sé khong c6 ngay bi ngudi ta néi: “Anh di cho chiing t6i moi sy, ngoai trii diéu duy nhat ching
toi quan tdm: Pic Giésu Kito.”

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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