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Sunday, September 28, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

The California Catholic Conference (CCC) warned last week: “In recent weeks, we have witnessed an
increase in gun violence, including political violence, across the United States... The violence we see, the
taking of a life, does not appear out of nowhere. It is built daily through hostility, aggression, and
disrespect. Each of us 1s called to deeper conversion, to recognize the dignity of every person, and to treat
even those with whom we disagree as we would treat Christ Himself.”

Our society has grown more divided, less tolerant. Political debate no longer stops at policy. The deeper
crisis is not simply the violence itself, but the loss of our capacity to accept differences. Democracy
cannot survive if opposing views are treated as threats rather than as part of a common dialogue. A
community cannot thrive if “the other” is never embraced as “one of us.”

This truth was made clear when the Governor of Utah, after the arrest of the suspect who assassinated a
young political activist, admitted in a press conference: “For 33 hours, I prayed that if this had to happen
here, please let it not be one of ours—Ilet it be someone from another state, another country... Sadly, that
prayer was not answered as [ had hoped. It happened here, and it was one of us.”

Such words are troubling. They echo the mindset of someone relieved when tragedy falls on the
neighbor’s child rather than their own. To turn that into a prayer to God reveals how deeply we fail to see
one another as one family. If the killer had been from another state, another race, or an immigrant, would
that somehow have made it acceptable? This way of thinking shifts blame outward while ignoring the
sickness within.

The real problem is not whether tragedy strikes “us” or “them.” The problem is that it happens at all.
Violence rooted in political division or social hatred is not an import from the outside. It is a national
disease. No family, no community, not even the Church, is free from both good and bad witness. The
governor’s heartfelt but misguided prayer betrayed a blindness: it sought to preserve Utah’s sense of
purity rather than confront America’s deeper wound.

The United States must face the reality: the violence of division is not “out there.” It is here—within our
families, schools, churches, and neighborhoods. Leaders cannot pray it away, or wish it on others. They
must address it head-on, fostering dialogue, cooling hostilities, and reminding the nation that we are one
people.

If America hopes to reclaim the vision cherished by President Ronald Reagan—that anyone, from
anywhere in the world, can arrive and truly become an American—then we must first reclaim the
conviction that within our own borders there is no “us” and “them.” There is only one American people,
wounded yet capable of healing.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chtia Nhat, ngay 28 thang 9 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chij Em:

Hoi ddng Gidm muc Cong gido California (CCC) da canh bdo tuan trudc: “Trong vai tudn qua, ching ta di chiing kién su
gia ting bao luc sing dan, ké ca bao luc chinh tri, trén khe“ip nudc My ... Loai bao luc ching ta thdy, viéc tudc di mot mang
song, khong tu nhién ma cé. N6 duge xay dung hing ngay qua su thit hiin, hung hing va thi€u ton trong. M&i ngudi ching
ta dugc mdi goi hodn cai sdu xa hon, nhan ra phAm gi4 noi moi con ngudi, va d6i xi véi ca nhiing ngudi bit ddng v6i minh
nhu d6i xif v6i chinh Pic Kitd.”

X4 hoi cta chiing ta dd trd nén chia € hon, it khoan dung hon. Tranh luén chinh tri khong con diing lai & chinh sach. Cai
nguy hiém khong chi 1a bao lyc xay ra, ma la ching ta din danh mat kha niing chap nhan sy khdc biét. Mot nén déan chi
khong thé ton tai néu quan diém d6i 1ap bi coi 1a méi de doa thay vi 1a mdt phan clia d6i thoai chung. Mot cong ddng khong
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thé phat trién néu “ngudi khac” khong duge dén nhan nhu 1a “chiing ta.”

Thuc t& Ay da boc 16 khi Thong d6c bang Utah, sau vu bét giit nghi pham 4m sat mot nha hoat dong chinh tri tré, da phat
biéu trong budi hop bdo: “Trong 33 gid, toi da cau nguyén ring néu diéu nay budc phai xay ra & day, thi xin diing @& a6
12 mdt ngudi clia ching ta - ma 13 ai d6 tit tiéu bang khéc, hay tit mot qudc gia khéc... Pang budn thay, 15i cdu nguyén iy
khong dugc dap lai nhu td6i mong. N6 da xdy ra ngay tai ddy, va d6 lai 1a mét ngudi cta ching ta.”

Loi chia sé Ay that dang lo. N6 giong nhu tdm 1y clia ngudi thdy nhe nhdm khi thdm kich rdi xuéng con ctia hang xém
chit khong phdi con minh. Bién suy nghi Ay thanh mot 18i cAu nguyén véi Thién Chda cho thdy ta chua that su coi nhau 1a
mot gia dinh. N&u hung tht dén tii tiéu bang khéc, hay 12 di dan, hay khic mau da, thi diéu d6 c6 1am cho tham kich bét bi
thuong hon sao? L&i suy nghi 4y ddy trdch nhiém ra ngoai va bé qua ciin bénh ngay trong 1ong xi hoi.

Vin dé c6t yéu khong phai 1a thadm kich roi xudng “chiing ta” hay “ho.” Van dé 1a tham kich d xay ra. Bao luc do chia ré
chinh tri hay han thu xa hdi khong phéi 1a thi nhap khau tif bén ngoai. N6 1a mdt ciin bénh clia qudc gia. Khong gia dinh,
khong cdng ddng nao hoan ho; ngay ca trong Gido hdi cling c¢6 nhiing chiing nhan tot va x4u. Ldi cAu nguyén clia vi thong
déc, di chan chifa cdm xdc, lai nhim bao vé cam gidc “trong sach” ctia Utah hon 13 d6i dién véi vét thuong chung ctia ca
nudc My.

Hoa Ky phai d6i dién su that: bao luc bit ngudn tii chia ré khong nim “ngoai kia.” N6 dang & day - trong gia dinh, trudng
hoc, nha thd, va cong ddng clia chiing ta. Cc nha ldnh dao khong thé chi cAu cho né bién mat, hoic mong né rdi xudng
dau ngudi khic. Ho phai d6i dién truc tiép, nudi dudng doi thoai, ha nhiét han thi, va nhic nhé quéc gia ring chiing ta la
mot dan tdc duy nhat.

Néu Hoa Ky mudn song lai vién tugng ma c6 Tong thong Ronald Reagan tiing trin quy - ring bat ci ai, tif bt ct ndi nao
trén th& gidi, ciing c6 thé dén va thuc su trd thanh mot cong dan My - thi trude hét chiing ta phai khing dinh lai: ngay trong
bién gi6i clia minh, khong c6 “ching ta” va “ho.” Chi ¢c6 mot dan toc Hoa Ky, tuy bi thuong ton nhung van c6 khd ning
dudgc chiia lanh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xu
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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