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Sunday, August 17, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Whenever we embark on a journey—whether for business, leisure, or pilgrimage—Catholics often turn to God,
the Blessed Mother, or St. Joseph, asking for a safe and peaceful trip. And when that journey takes us through
the skies, there’s an even more special reason to entrust ourselves to the Virgin Mary: to ask for her protection
and accompaniment in the air.

Today, as we conclude the 2nd Marian Congress in San Jose, [ would like to introduce to you a lesser-known
title of Mary: Our Lady of the Air, also known as Our Lady of Loreto.

This title is connected to a remarkable tradition. In the year 1291, it is said that the Holy House of Mary—the
very home in Nazareth where the Annunciation took place and where the Holy Family lived—was miraculously
“lifted through the air” by angels and carried away from the Holy Land, which had just fallen into Muslim
control. It first appeared in Tersatto (modern-day Croatia) in 1291, and then was transported to Loreto, Italy in
1294,

Archaeological studies from the 19th and 20th centuries have confirmed that the materials of the Holy House in
Loreto do not originate from Italy but match the limestone found in the region of Nazareth, Palestine. The three
walls preserved in Loreto align exactly with what remains at the original grotto in Nazareth-—now enclosed
within the Basilica of the Annunciation. This suggests that the “above-ground” portion of the house was moved,
while the cave section remained.

This extraordinary “airborne relocation” of the Holy House inspired the image of Mary as a protector of air
travelers. In 1920, Pope Benedict XV officially declared Our Lady of Loreto as the Patroness of Aviation—for
pilots and all those who travel by air (Motu Proprio Bonorum Matri, March 24, 1920). He also established
December 10, the feast of the “Translation of the Holy House,” as a special liturgical celebration in the aviation
community. In 2019, Pope Francis added the Optional Memorial of Our Lady of Loreto to the Universal
Liturgical Calendar, emphasizing Mary’s maternal presence over all those who journey through the skies.

Here is a short prayer issued by the Vatican’s Congregation for Divine Worship for air travelers:

“0O Lady of Loreto,

you who accompanied the Holy House through the skies,
protect this flight and all who travel through the air;

watch over the crew, the passengers, and our loved ones,

so that all may arrive safely and keep their eyes fixed on God,
the final destination of our lives. Amen.”

As we bring this Marian Congress to a close today, let us entrust all our journeys—both physical and
spiritual—to Our Lady of Loreto. May she always walk with us and guide us to safe harbor and lasting peace.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 17 thang 8 nam 2025

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Khi chiing ta 1én dudng - du 1a di cong tc, du lich hay hanh huong - ngudi Cong Gido thudng cau xin Chia, Dic Me
hay thanh Giuse gin gitf cho hanh trinh dudc binh an. Va khi chuyén di 4y dién ra qua dudng hang khong, lai c6 thém
mot 1y do dic biét d&& huéng long vé Piic Maria: xin Me che chd va ddng hanh trén bau troi.

Hom nay, trong ngy b&€ mac DPai Hoi Thanh MAu ky I tai San Jose, toi xin gidi thiéu dén quy dng ba anh chi em mot
tude hiéu ctia Piic Me ¢6 18 con mdi la v6i nhiéu ngudi: Piéc Me Hang Khong (Our Lady of the Air), hay con dugc
biét dén 1a Bic Me Loretd.

Tu6c hidu ndy gin lién véi mot truyén thuyét ky diéu: vao nim 1291, “Ngdi Nha Pic Me” - noi dién ra bién c6
Truyén Tin va la chén cu ngu ctia Thanh Gia tai Nazareth - ¢4 dugc céc thién thin “nhic bong” qua bau trdi, rdi khoi
Thanh Dia khi noi nay roi vao tay quan Hdi gido, va dua dén Loreto, nidc Y. Theo ghi nhén lich sit, ngdi nha bing da
ndly tiing xuat hién tai Tersatto (Croatia) vio nim 1291, sau @6 dudc di chuyén dén Loreto vao ndm 1294,

Céc nghién citu khao cd vao thé ky XIX - XX x4c nhan céc vat liéu xay dung tai Nha Thanh Loreto khong thudc vé
nude Y, ma phfl hop véi dd voi viing Nazareth, Palestine. CAu trtic ba biic tudng con lai tai Loreto hoan toan trfmg
khép véi phan hang da con sét lai tai Nazareth - nay dudc gin glu’ trong Vuong Cung Thanh Dudng Truyen Tin. Piéu
ndy cho thiy phan “nha trén mit dit” da dugc chuyén di, con phin hang dong vain con nguyén tai chd.

Chinh bién c6 “chuyén nha trén khong” nay da truyén cam hiing cho hinh anh Dic Me ddng hanh vdi con cdi trong
hanh trinh hang khong. Ndm 1920, Diic Thanh Cha Bénédictd XV chinh thic tuyén phong Piic Me Loretd 1am bon
mang ctia nganh hang khong, bao gdm phi cong va hanh khéch (Tu sic Bonorum Matri, 24/3/1920). Ngai ciing thiét
1ap ngay 10 thang 12 - ngay ky niém Ddi Nha Thanh - 1am 1€ kinh Diic Me Loretd, dic biét trong nganh hang khong.
Nim 2019, Dic Thanh Cha Phanxicé dua 1& nhé Piic Me Loretd vao Lich Phung Vu Toan Cau, nhu mot 15i nhic nhé
vé su hién dién ddy yéu thuong ctia Me trong moi hanh trinh, nhat 12 trén bau troi.

Dudi day 12 18i nguyén ngin ma B Phung Tu va Ky Luat Bi Tich da ban hanh cho nhiing ai chudn bi 1én mdy bay:

“Lay bic Me Loretd,

Dang d4 dong hanh ciing Ngoi Nha Thanh vuot qua khong trung,

xin che ché chuyén bay nay va tat cA nhiing ai dang 1it hanh trén bu troi;

giti gin phi hanh doan, hanh khach va nhiing ngudi ching con yéu mén,

d€ tat ca d&n noi an toan va ludn hudng vé Thién Chia la cing dich ddi minh. Amen.”

Nhan dip b& mac Dai Hoi Thanh Mau h(:)m nay, chiing ta cing dang 1&n Ptic Me Loretd moi hﬁnp trinh - du 1a trén
dat, trén bién hay trén khong, ca thé 1y 1an thiéng liéng - vi xin Me ludn ddng hanh, gin giit va din dua chiing ta vé&
bén bd binh an.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xu
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