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From the Fastor' s @@S’é

Sunday, October 26, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

On June 28, 2025, Pope Leo XIV appointed Father Pierre Suon Hangly (53 years old) as Coadjutor Apostolic
Vicar of Phnom Penh, with the right of succession. He thus became the second Cambodian bishop in history,
after Bishop Joseph Chhmar Salas (appointed in 1975 — died in 1977 at the age of 40 in a Khmer Rouge prison
camp).

On September 6, 2025, at the Pastoral Center of Phnom Penh, Bishop Pierre Suon Hangly was consecrated
during a Mass presided over by Bishop Olivier Schmitthaeusler, MEP — Apostolic Vicar of Phnom Penh.
Concelebrating with him were cardinals and bishops from Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam.
This marked a historic milestone not only for the Church in Cambodia but for the whole Southeast Asian
region.

The Catholic Church in Cambodia went through a dark period under the Pol Pot regime (1975-1979). During
that time, all religions, including Buddhism — the national religion — and Christianity, were banned. Most
churches were destroyed, and many priests and religious were killed. It is estimated that up to 50% of Catholic
faithful perished during this period.

In 1990, Christianity was once again allowed to function. French Bishop Yves-Marie Georges René
Ramousse, MEP was able to return as Apostolic Vicar, after 17 years of expulsion. In 1994, Cambodia
officially established diplomatic relations with the Holy See. And in July 1995, for the first time in 22 years,
a Cambodian was ordained a priest.

Today, the Catholic Church in the “Kingdom of Temples” remains small but is steadily developing. It
currently counts about 3 bishops, 120 priests (the majority of whom are foreign missionaries), around 100
men and women religious, and nearly 20,000 Catholics nationwide. Compared to Cambodia’s total population
of over 17 million, Catholics represent only a very small minority. Yet this very reality makes the country a
vast missionary field, where the Church is still called to sow the seeds of the Gospel.

Hope and Lesson — The appointment of Father Pierre Suon Hangly as bishop demonstrates a new hope: the
Church in Cambodia is not only being rebuilt but is also gradually standing on its own with local leadership.

There is a well-known story often told in the business world: A shoe company sent an employee to Africa to
look for opportunities. The first man returned discouraged: “No hope, everyone walks barefoot.” The
company then sent another employee, who wrote back enthusiastically: “A huge opportunity, please send
more staff — because everyone here walks barefoot!”

The Church in Cambodia is similar. Though still very small, this very “absence” opens a vast opportunity for
the Gospel to spread. Having a local bishop after 50 years is a clear sign that God continues to accompany His
people and is opening a new springtime for the Catholic Church in Cambodia.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 26 thang 10 nam 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cy, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 28 thang 6 nam 2025 vira qua, Dtc Thanh Cha L& XIV da b6 nhiém cha Pierre Suon Hangly (53 tudi)
lam Pho Dai dién Tong tdoa Phnom Penh, vé1 quyén ké vi. Pay 13 vi giam muyc ngudi Campuchla thir hai trong

lich str, sau Buc cha Joseph Chhmar Salas (b6 nhiém nam 1975 — qua doi nam 1977 & tudi 40 trong trai t cla
Kho Me bo).

Pén ngay 06 thang 9 nam 2025, tai Trung tim Muc vy Phnom Penh, Pirc cha Pierre Suon Hangly dd duoc tan
phong gidm muc frong Thanh 12 do Prc cha Olivier Schm1tthaeusler MEP - Dai dién Tong tdoa Phnom Penh
— chu su. Pong té ¢6 cac hong y va giam muc tir Lao, Myanmar, Thai Lan, Malay51a va Viét Nam, danh dau
mdt su kién lich sit khéng chi cho Gido hdi Campuchla ma con cho toan ving Péng Nam A.

Gido hoi Cong g1ao Campuchla tung trai qua glal doan den t&i dudi ché do Pol Pot (1975 — 1979). Trong thoi
gian do, moi ton gido, ké ca Phat glao von la quoc g1a0 va Kitd gido déu bi ¢Am doan. Hau hét cac nha tho
bi pha huy, nhiéu linh muc va tu si bi st hai. Udc tinh ¢6 dén 50% tin hitu Cong gido thiét mang trong thoi ky
nay.

Nam 1990, Kit6 gido méi duge phép hoat dong tr¢ lai. Vi gidm muc nguoi Phiap Yyes-Marie Georges René
Ramousse, MEP duoc trd lai gitt chire Dai dién Tong toa, sau 17 ndm bi truc xuat. Pén nim 1994, Campuchia
chinh thire thiét 1ap quan hé ngoai giao v6i Toa Thanh Vatican. Va dén thdng 7 nim 1995, lan dAu tién sau 22
nam, mdt ngudi Campuchla da dugc thu phong linh muc.

Ngay nay, Gido hoi Cong gido tai “vuong qudc chua thép” tuy nho bé nhung van dang timg buéc phat trién.
Hién co khoang 3 glam muc, 120 linh myc (trong do6 phan 16n 1a thira sai ngoal quoc) khoang 100 tu si nam
nit, va gan 20.000 gido dan trén toan quoc.So voi tong dan s6 hon 17 tri¢u ngudi ciia Campuchia, s6 1u:0’ng tin
hitu Cong gi4o chi chiém mot phén rit nho. Thé nhung, day lai chinh 12 mot canh ddng truyén gido ménh
mong — noi ma Gido hdi van duge moi goi gieo hat giong Tin Mung.

Niém Hy Vong va Bai Hoe — Sy kién cha Pierre Suon Hangly duoc chon lam giam myc cho thdy niém hy
vong moi: Gido hoi Campuchla khong chi dang dugc tai thiét, ma con dang dan tu du’ng ving nho hang ngi
lanh dao ban xur.

C6 mot cau chuyen thuong dugc ké trong gi¢1 kinh doanh: M{t cong ty g1ay guri nhan vién sang Chau Phi dé
tim co hdi m& rong. Ngudi thi nhit tro vé that vong: Khong cO hy vong, vi ai cting di chdn tran.” Cong ty lai
gui nhan vién khic qua do coi sao. Va ngudi thir hai lai vi€t thu v€ hang hai: “Co hdi rét 16n, xin gui thém
nhan vién — vi & day ai cling di chan tran!™

Gio hoi tai Campuchia ciling vdy. Dui con rat nhé bé, nhung chinh sy “thiéu ving” Ay lai mé ra mot co hi to
16n dé Tin Mu:ng duogc lan toa. Viéc ¢6 mot vi giam muyc ban Xt sau 50 nam la dau chi 16 rang rang: Chta van
ddng hanh va dang mo ra mét mia xuan méi cho Gido hdi Cong gido Campuchia.

Lm. Giuse L& Trung Tuéng
Chanh x
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