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Dear parishioners and friends:

“What if my whole life is not remarkable?” — a question that has become a trend on social media,
prompting many people to pause and reflect.

Yet there is something paradoxical about it. Social media often functions like an exhibition hall, where
people showcase only what is beautiful, successful, and impressive. Carefully selected and edited photos,
highlighted moments posted with intention — all create the impression that in order to be seen, one must
be “remarkable.”

This, unintentionally, creates pressure: the pressure to succeed, to be better than others, to constantly
shine. As we scroll, we easily fall into comparison, envy, and the fear of being left behind — what we call
FOMO (Fear of Mlssmg Out). The more we are drawn into these comparisons, the harder it becomes to
experience true happiness.

But the Gospel (Mt 21:18-22) offers us a very different image. In the early days of Holy Week Jesus
passed by a fig tree full of leaves. Outwardly, it looked vibrant and full of life — even “remarkable.” Yet
when He came closer, He found no fruit. And the tree withered from its roots. This image is striking: a life
that appears full on the outside but bears no fruit within is ultimately empty.

FX Nguyén Anh Tuin, a Jesuit brother, reflects on this by recalling the thirty years of Jesus’ hidden life
in Nazareth. By today’s standards of success, it might seem like an “unremarkable” life — no miracles,
no fame, just a carpenter living quietly in a small village. And yet, Nazareth was not wasted time. It was
there that God chose to dwell. In the ordinary, a profound love was quietly growing.

This reminds us that the value of a life is not measured by how much we shine, but by how much love we
bear as fruit. When we accept that we do not need to be remarkable, we begin to notice quieter joys: a
good cup of coffee, a sincere word of care, or the peace that comes from doing a small act of kindness
well.

The world does not run because of a few remarkable individuals, but because of billions of ordinary,
faithful people: a father waking early and staying up late to provide for his family, a mother carefully
saving every dollar to raise her children, a young person choosing kindness, even when life is not gentle.
St. Teresa of Calcutta once said: “God does not call us to do great things, but to do small things with great
love.”

So if your whole life is not remarkable. .. that’s okay. What matters is that your life bears fruit—
the fruit of love, of faith, of quiet fidelity in small things. And that is enough.

Have a blessed Easter Season.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

“Néu c4 cudc doi nay khong ruc rd thi sa0?” - mot cAu hdi dang tré thanh “trend” trén mang x4 hoi, khién nhiéu ngudi
diing lai va tu van.

Nhung c¢6 mdt diéu khd nghich 1y: mang xa hoi von gidng nhu mot “phong trién 1dm”, noi ngudi ta thudng chi trung
bay nhiing gi dep nhit, thanh cong nhat, ric rd nhat. Nhiing biic 4nh dugc chon loc, chinh stia; nhiing khoanh khic ni
bat dugc ding tai ¢ cha dich - tat ca tao nén mdt cam gidc rdng: mudn dugc nhin nhan, ta phai “ruc rd”.

Chinh diéu d6 v6 tinh tao ra 4p luc. Ap luc phai thanh cong. Ap luc phéi hon ngudi khéc. Ap luc phai ludn toa sing. Va
khi luét mang xa hdi, ching ta dé roi vao so sdnh, ti hiém, va ndi sg bi bo lai phia sau - diéu ma ngudi ta goi 1a FOMO
(Fear of Missing Out - s¢ bd 15). Cang bi cu6n vao nhiing so sanh 4y, con ngudi cang khé cam thay hanh phic that su.

Nhung Tin Miing (Mt 21:18-22) lai ké cho chiing ta mot hinh &nh rat khéc. Trong nhiing ngay dau Tuan Thénh, Chida
Giésu di ngang qua mdt cAy vé xanh tot, ddy 14. Nhin bé ngoai, cdy rat “ruc rd”. Nhung khi dén gin, Ngai khong tim
thAy mot trdi ndo. Va ciy va Ay da kho héo tii tin r&. Hinh 4nh Ay nhu mot 16i canh tinh: mot doi séng chi “xanh tt”
bén ngoai ma khong c6 hoa trdi bén trong thi ciing tré nén trong rdng.

Thiy FX Nguyén Anh Tuén, tu s Dong Tén, trong mdt bai viét vé& dé tai nay da gdi lai mot hinh anh rit dep: ba muoi
ndm tai Nazareth cia Chda Giésu. Néu dung thudc do ctia thanh cong hdom nay, thi d6 c6 vé 1a mot “cudc doi khdng
ryc 18”: khong phép la, khong danh tiéng, chi 1a mot ngudi thg moc song Am tham gitta lang qué nho bé. Nhung Naz-
areth khong phai 1a sy lang phi. Chinh noi d6, Thién Chda di hién dién. Chinh trong cdi binh thudng ay, mot tinh yéu
vi dai dd Am tham 16n 1én.

Diéu d6 nhic chiing ta ring: gid tri cia mot ddi ngudi khong niim & viéc ta “tda sang” bao nhidu, ma & viéc ta sinh hoa
trdi yéu thuong th& nao. Khi chdp nhan minh khdng cin phai rc rd, ta bit dau nhan ra nhiing niém vui rat that: mot
tdch ca phé ngon, mot 16i hdi thim chan thanh, hay su binh an khi hoan thanh mot viéc nhd ti t&.

Thé gidi nay van hanh khong phai nhd vao vai c4 nhan ruc rd, ma nho hang ti con ngudi thim ling: mdt ngudi cha
thitc khuya day sém lo cho gia dinh, mot ngudi me chét chiu tling @dng nuoi con khon 16n, hay mot ngudi tré van chon
song tli t&, du cudc doi khong phai lic nao ciing diu dang. Me Thanh Teresa Calcutta da tiing néi: “Chiia khong goi
chuing ta 1am nhiing viéc vi dai, nhung lam nhiing viéc nho bé v6i mét tinh yéu 16n.”

Vay nén, néu ca cudc doi nay khong ruc 1. .. ciing khong sao. Chi can ddi ta ¢6 hoa trdi. Hoa trdi ctia yéu thuong, clia
dtc tin, ctia 1ong trung tin trong nhiing diéu nhoé bé. Vi nhu thé - di 1a db.

CAu chiic anh chi em mdt Mua Phuc Sinh an lanh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chénh xd

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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