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Sunday, September 6, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

A woman recently shared an interesting experience at Target. While shopping, she happened to be wearing a
red shirt—the same color commonly worn by Target employees. Another customer approached her and rudely
demanded help finding an item. When the woman explained that she did not work there, the customer became
upset and threatened to report her to a manager.

The story should have ended there. But it did not.

The angry customer apparently found a manager and pointed the woman out. Without first checking the facts,
the manager confronted her near the exit and accused her of being out of uniform and even threatened her with
termination. Only after noticing her purse, car keys, shopping bag, and receipt did the manager realize the
obvious: she was a customer, not an employee.

It is a humorous story, but it also reflects some uncomfortable realities of everyday life.

First, we make assumptions too quickly. We see something, hear something, or are told something about
another person, and immediately we think we know the whole story. The customer saw a red shirt and
assumed “employee.” The manager listened to the complaint and assumed “guilty employee.” Neither
stopped long enough to ask a simple question: Do I actually know the facts?

How often do we do the same thing? Someone tells us something about another person, and we believe it
without verification. A rumor is repeated until it becomes “truth.” We judge a person by appearance, by one
action, or by someone else's version of the story. Jesus warns us: “Stop judging, that you may not be judged”
(Mt 7:1). Christian charity asks us to seek truth before passing judgment.

There is another lesson in the customer who refused to give up. Even after being told, “I don't work here,” she
apparently wanted to prove that she was right and make the other person pay for upsetting her. We can easily
fall into the same trap. Someone does not help us, disappoints us, disagrees with us, or makes us angry, and
suddenly we want to “teach that person a lesson.” We pick a fight, mock, complain, post something online, or
try to get the person in trouble.

But winning a fight is not always the same as doing what is right.

Finally, there is an interesting spiritual lesson in the red shirt itself. The woman looked like a Target employee
because she was wearing the color associated with Target. That raises a more serious question for us: What
happens when we wear the “uniform” of Christianity but do not live like Christians?

If we carry the name Christian, may our words, actions, Facebook posts, and treatment of others help people
recognize not merely our religious “uniform,” but Jesus Christ living within us.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Mot phu nit gin day chia sé mot ciu chuyén kha thi vi xdy ra tai Target. Trong lic di mua sim, c6 tinh ¢d mic mot chiéc 4o mau do -
mau 4o thudng thay clia nhan vién Target. Mot khach hang khéc tién dén, véi thdi @6 kha khé chiu, yéu cau c6 chi ché mdt mén hang.
Khi cb giai thich ring minh khong 1am viéc & d6, ngudi khich van buc tic va doa sé bdo véi quan 1y.

L& ra cau chuyén da két thic § d6. Nhung khong.

Ngudi khéch tic gidn dudng nhu d3 tim gip mot ngudi quan 1y va chi ¢6 ra. Chua tim hiéu su viéc, ngusi quan 1y da chin c6 lai gin ctia
ra vao, trich ¢d khdng mic diing ddng phuc va thim chi con doa cho thoi viéc. Chi d&n khi nhin thdy cd dang cAm vi, chia khéa xe, tdi
hang vita mua va héa don, ngudi quan 1y méi nhan ra mot diéu rat don gian: co 1a khach hang, chit khong phai nhan vién.

Cau chuyén nghe c6 vé hai hudc, nhung lai phan dnh mot sd thyc t& ddang suy nghi trong cudc sdng hing ngay.

Trudc hét, chiing ta thudng qud voi vang két luan. Ching ta nhin thdy mot diéu, nghe mdt ciu chuyén, hoic dudc ai d6 ké vé& mdt ngudi,
ri 14p tic nghi ring minh di biét toan bo sy that. Ngudi khach thiy chiéc 4o 6 nén két ludn: “nhén vién.” Ngudi quan 1y nghe 15i phan
nan nén k&t luan: “nhan vién c6 16i.” Ca hai déu khong diing lai d& hoi mot cau rat don gian: Téi c6 that su biét 1o su viéc khdng?

Chiing ta ciing ¢6 thé 1am nhu thé. Ai d6 ké cho chiing ta mot chuyén vé& ngudi khéc, va ching ta tin ngay ma khong kiém chiing. Mot
151 ddn dugc truyén tif ngudi nay sang ngudi kia, roi dan din duge xem nhu “sy that.” Chiing ta ddnh gid mot con ngudi qua vé bé ngoai,
qua mot hanh ddng, hoic chi qua 1i ké ctia ngudi khac. Chida Giésu cinh bdo: “Anh em diing xét dodn, @& khoi bi Thién Chda xét dodn”
(Mt 7,1). bric 4i Kit6 gido mdi goi ching ta tim hiéu su that trudc khi phdn xét mot ngudi.

Con mot bai hoc khic ndi ngudi khach khdng chiu bd qua. Ngay ca sau khi d3 dudc néi rd: “T6i khong 1am viéc & ddy,” ba vin mudn
chiing minh ring minh ding va muén ngudi kia phai tra gid vi di lam minh khé chiu. Ching ta ciing rit d& rci vao thdi do 4y. Ai d6é
khéng gitip chiing ta, 1am ching ta that vong, khdng ddng ¥ véi chiing ta, ho#ic khién ching ta tic gian, va lap tidc chiing ta mudn “cho
ngudi &y mot bai hoc.” Chiing ta mia mai, gdy chuyén, khi€u nai, ding diéu gi d6 1én mang xa hoi, hogic tim c4ch 1am cho ngudi Ay gip
rac roi.

Nhung thing mdt cudc tranh cii khéng c6 nghia la chiing ta d4 1am diéu diing.

Cubi ciing, chiéc 4o dd lai cho chiing ta mot bai hoc thiéng liéng rat thd vi. Ngudi phu nit bi tudng 1dm 1 nhan vién Target vi ¢ dang
miic mau 4o gin lién véi Target. Pidu d6 din ching ta dén mot cAu hodi nghiém tic hon: Pidu gi xay ra khi chiing ta mic “ddng phuc”
Kit6 hitu nhung lai khdng séng nhu mot Kito hitu?

Néu chiing ta mang danh Kitd hitu, udc gi 15i n6i, hanh ddng, nhiing diéu chiing ta ding trén Facebook va céch chiing ta d6i xi vé6i tha
nhén gitip ngudi khac nhan ra khong chi chiéc “ddng phuc” tén gido bén ngoai, nhung nhén ra chinh Diic Giésu Kitd dang séng trong
ching ta.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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