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Sunday, August 3, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Vietnamese Catholics often avoid using the word “buy” when referring to acquiring statues of Jesus, Mary, or
the saints. Instead, we say “to redeem a statue”, as a way of showing reverence and acknowledgmg the
sacredness of welcoming a symbol of faith into one’s home.

From personal experience, I believe that the act of “redeeming a statue” should be done in person. It’s best not
to ask someone else to do it on your behalf, because each statue — even of the same model — carries a different
expression. Some may have eyes that look sorrowful, others may appear gentle or radiate hope. A statue is a
symbol of faith — and we must see it, feel it, and choose it ourselves. It is like a personal encounter.

A sculptor, painter, or religious artist is not merely someone with technical skills. To create a beautiful and
meaningful piece, the artist must possess a soul attuned to the sacred, a spirit of faith, and a deep understanding
of the figure they are portraying. Religious art is not simply the work of gifted hands, but the voice of a
contemplative heart.

There was once a parish in San Jose that commissioned a statue of Our Lady of La Vang in Da Nang, Vietnam.
However, the sculptor was a Buddhist. When the statue was completed, many people remarked that the face of
Mary resembled that of the Bodhisattva Guanyin. The reason is clear: the image etched in the artist’s
imagination was not that of the Virgin Mary, but of the figure he was most familiar with — one that did not
reflect Christian faith.

This reminds us that a Catholic artist, besides having talent, must also have faith. They do not paint with just
their hands and eyes, but with their hearts and their lived experience of belief. They create works that are not
only artistically beautiful but also vessels of prayer and contemplation.

As we prepare for the 2nd Annual Marian Day at Our Lady of La Vang Parish, we have invited artists — whether
professional or amateur — to create paintings of the Blessed Mother. We believe that the upcoming three-day
exhibition will bring many beautiful pieces. As [ wrote in a recent weekly letter: “Behind every person is a
story.” Likewise, behind every work of art is a story. Perhaps one image will depict a sorrowful Mary, born from
an artist seeking comfort. Another might portray a joyful Mary, painted by someone immersed in the Year of
Hope.

Pope Francis has emphasized the importance of sacred art, saying: “Art can open doors into the mystery of faith,
reaching the depths of the human heart where words cannot go.”” A painting, then, is not merely to be admired
— it is meant to be prayed with.

We kindly ask all participating artists to bring their completed works to the church by next weekend, or contact
Anthony Kiéu at (669) 946-7632 to arrange delivery. Please include: Title of the work, Artist’s name, and
Contact number.

May the Blessed Mother bless every brushstroke and every heart that seeks to honor her through sacred art.
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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Chua Nhat, ngay 3 thang 8 nam 2025

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngudi Cong Gido Viét Nam ching ta thudng tranh ding chit “mua ban” khi néi d&n viéc thinh c4c tugng Chia, Pic
Me hay cdc Théanh. Thay vao d6, ta hay dung tii “ruéc” hay “chudc tugng”, nhu mdt c4ch thé hién long ton kinh va
cam thiic thiéng liéng khi d6n nhan mot biéu tugng dic tin vao gia dinh minh.

Theo kinh nghiém c4 nhan cta t6i, viéc “chudc” tugng nén do chinh minh thuc hi€n. Khéng nén nhé ngudi khac 1am
thay, vi mdi tugng - dit cing mdt mau - lai mang mdt nét mit khac nhau. C6 khi anh mét Ay budn, c6 khi diu dang, c6
khi lai todt 1én mot niém hy vong. Tudng 12 biéu tugng dtc tin - va ta cAn nhin, cdm, roi chon. Nhu mot cudc gip 0.

Ngudi tac tugng, ngudi hoa si hay diéu khic gia, khong chi don thuan 13 ngudi cé ning khi€u. D€ 1am nén mot tic
phiam dep, ho phai c6 tAm hdn, c6 niém tin, va cé su hiéu biét siu sic vé& nhan vt minh dang thé hién. Nghé thuat
ton gido khong chi 1a su khéo 1éo ctia @6i tay, ma con la tiéng néi clia tdm hon. C6 mdt gido xid & San Jose tiing dit
tugng Pic Me La Vang tai Pa Ning, nhung ngudi diéu khic lai 1a Phat ti. Thanh phdm hoan tat khién nhiéu ngudi
ngd ngang: dung mao Piic Me 4y sao lai giéng Phat Ba Quan Am. Vi trong tim tudng ngudi diéu khic, hinh anh Pic
Me @i bi hoa 1an vé6i hinh 4&nh ma 6ng quen thudc - mdt hinh 4nh khong mang tinh Kito gido.

Tii cau chuyén dé, ta hiéu: ngudi hoa si Cong Gido, ngoai tai niing, cin c6 dic tin. Ho khdng chi vé bing tay va mit,
ma con bang trdi tim va kinh nghiém song dic tin. Ho dét nén nhiing biic tranh khong chi mang tinh nghé thuat, ma
con chuyén chd tim tinh cAu nguyén va chiém niém.

Trong dip Pai Hoi Thanh MAu La Vang Ky II sip t6i, gido xt dd mdi goi c4c anh chi em c6 tai ning hoi hoa - di
chuyén nghiép hay “tay ngang” - ciing v& nhiing biic tranh vé& Diic Me. Khong gidi han chét liéu hay kich ¢d. Chic
chin ring budi trién 1am trong ba ngay Pai Hoi sé 1a noi quy tu nhiéu diéu ngac nhién va xic dong. Nhu tdi tiing
viét trong thu hing tuan: “Ping sau mbi con ngudi 12 mot cAu chuyén.” Thi ding sau mdi tdc phAm nghé thuit cling
12 mot cau chuyén. Mot Pic Me budn vi hoa si dang can sy Gi an. Mot Diic Me ctia niém vui vi ngudi vé dang sdng
trong Nam Thanh cua Hy Vong.

Diic c6 Gido Hoang Phanxicd tling nhan manh vai trd quan trong ctia nghé thuét ton gido: “Nghé thuat c6 thé md ra
nhiing canh clia dAn vao mau nhiém ddc tin, cham d&n tAm hdn con ngudi noi ma 15i néi khong thé t6i duge.” Vi thé,
mot biic tranh khong chi dé ngdm, ma con dé ciu nguyén.

Ban t6 chiic Pai Hoi Thanh MAu xin mdi quy anh chi em da hoan tét tdc phiAm xin vui 1ong mang dén nha thd vao cudi
tuén tdi, hoic lién lac véi anh Vinh Nguyén tai s6 (408) 393-2469 d€ giao tranh. Xin ghi rd tén tdc phdm, tén ngudi
séng tac, va s dién thoai lién lac.

Nguyén xin Dtic Me chiic 1anh cho tiing nét vé va tiing tim hdn biét yéu mén Me bing tat ca trdi tim ctia minh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chéanh xd

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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