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Sunday, November 16, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

On October 22-23, 2025, King Charles III and Queen Camilla made a historic two-day State Visit to the
Holy See, marking their first audience with Pope Leo XIV since his election. The encounter represented
a profound moment in the long and complex history between England and the Vatican: the first time since
the Reformation that a reigning British monarch, as Supreme Governor of the Church of England, joined
the Pope, the head of the Catholic Church, in public prayer.

A spokesperson for Buckingham Palace described the visit as “the first state visit, since the Reformation,
where the Pope and the Monarch will pray together in an ecumenical service in the Sistine Chapel.” The
King also attended a service at the Basilica of St Paul’s Outside the Walls, a church long associated with
the English Crown, where a special seat was created for him—a symbol that will remain for his
SUCCESSOTS.

During the ecumenical service, King Charles, Queen Camilla, and Pope Leo XIV prayed together for the
protection of creation, reflecting their shared commitment to environmental stewardship and care for the
planet. It was more than a ceremonial act—it was a witness to the world that faith, responsibility, and hope
can unite across tradition and history.

This visit reminds us that what unites humanity is greater than what divides it. Protocol, history, or
tradition should never keep us apart when the mission is to protect human dignity and care for creation.
Together, people of faith and good will can make history every day—by seeking what is right, by focusing
on what we agree upon rather than what separates us.

True leadership, in every age, demands courage. As former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher
once said, “Never follow the crowd. Decide which way you want to go, and let others follow you.” That
1s precisely the kind of leadership our world needs today—Ieaders with vision and conviction, who stand
for unity, truth, and service rather than popularity or convenience.

Here in the Diocese of San José, this message takes on a personal meaning. With the Vietnamese Catholic
Ministry entrusted to me, I strive to follow the same path of unity and purpose. Together with local civil
officials, priests, religious, and lay leaders, we work to make our city a better home for all—to bridge
divides, strengthen families, and nurture faith through service and compassion.

When leaders—whether in the Church or in public life—choose to pray together, work together, and stand
together, they would gain the power of strength and reach major breakthroughs. Let us be inspired by the
example of the King and the Pope, and by the courage of leaders who walk a different path for the sake of
the common good.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 16 thang 11 nam 2025

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong hai ngay 22-23 thang 10 nim 2025, Vua Charles III va Hoang Hau Camilla ctia nudc Anh da c6 chuyén thim
chinh thic Toa Thanh, gip gd Piic Thanh Cha Leo XIV 14n diu tién k€ tif khi ngai dudc bau chon. Cudc gip gd nay
d4nh dau mot cdt mdc lich st trong mdi tuong quan 1au dai gitta Anh Qudc va Toa Thénh: 14n diu tién k€ tii thoi Cai
Céch, mot vi vua niéc Anh - véi tu cach 1a Ngudi Lanh Dao T6i Cao ciia Gido Hoi Anh Gido - da cuing Diic Gido
Hoang, vi lanh dao ctia Gido Hoi Cong Gido hoan vi, hiép thong cau nguyén cong khai.

Ngudi phat ngon ctia Hoang Gia Anh cho biét: “PAay 1a chuyén thim cap nha nudc dau tién, ké tif thoi Cai C4ch, ma
biic Gido Hoang va Nha Vua cling cAu nguyén trong mot budi cti hanh dai két tai Nha nguyén Sistine.” Ngoai ra,
Vua Charles con tham du budi phung vu tai Pén Thd Thanh Phaold Ngoai Thanh, mot ngoi thanh dudng c6 lién hé
lich sti véi Hoang Gia Anh, noi ngudi ta di cho thiét 1ap mot chiéc ghé dic biét danh riéng cho Nha Vua - chiéc ghé
4y s& dugc uu lai cho cdc vi quan vuong k& tiép.

Trong budi ciu nguyén dai két, Vua Charles, Hoang Hau Camilla va Pic Thanh Cha Leo XIV da ciing nhau hiép y
cAu nguyén cho viéc bao vé& cdng trinh sdng tao clia Thién Chda, thé hién mdi quan tAm chung ctia ho d6i véi moi
trudng va tuong lai cta trdi dat. DAy khong chi 1a mot nghi thic trang trong, ma 13 mot chiing t4 manh mé ring didc
tin va trdch nhiém c6 thé vugt qua ranh gidi ton gido, lich st va truyén thong dé gip nhau noi 1ong yéu thuong chung.

Chuyén viéng thim nay nhic ching ta ring: nhiing gi hiép nhit con ngudi ludn 16n lao hon nhiing gi chia r& chiing ta.
Khong luit 1&, lich sit hay nghi thiic ndo c6 thé ngin can chiing ta @&n vé6i nhau khi muc tiéu 1a @& bao vé phdm gid
con ngudi va gin giff cong trinh sdng tao ctia Thién Chda. Mdi th& hé dugc mdi goi 1am nén lich sti, khong chi bing
viéc nhé lai qud khit, nhung con bing viéc xAy nhiing nhip ciu trong hién tai, ndi két gitta dan tdc, giita ton gido, va
gilia con ngudi véi nhau.

Lanh dao dich thuc ludn doi héi can ddm va tam nhin. Cyu Thi tuéng Anh Margaret Thatcher tliing néi: “Dling chay
theo ddm dong. Hay xdc dinh con dudng ban mudn di, rdi d€ ngudi khac theo sau.” D6 chinh 12 mAu 1anh dao ma thé
gi6i hom nay dang rat cAn - nhiing ngudi c6 ly tudng, c6 niém tin, va ddm séng cho su that va thién ich chung, chd
khong chi vi su thun tién hay ti€ng v tay ctia ddm dong.

Tai Gido phan San José, t6i cdm nhan siu sic y nghia cia thong diép nay. Véi si vu dudc Gy thic chim lo muc vu
cho ngudi Cong Gido goc Viét, tdi ludn ¢ ging budc di trong tinh than hiép nhat dy: quy tu cdc nha lanh dao dan sy
& dia phuong, cédc linh muc, tu si va gido dan, cling chung tay xdy dung mot thanh phd t6t dep hon, mot cong doan
chan hoa yéu thuong va ddc tin.

Khi cdc nha ldnh dao - du trong Gido Hoi hay ngoai xa hoi - biét cdu nguyén cuing nhau, lam viéc ciing nhau, va ding
chung mot hang ngf, ho s& gdy dung dugc stiic manh véi nhiing buét ot phd. USc mong chiing ta dugc truyén cam
hiing tif Vua nuéc Anh va Dic Gido Hoang, ciing nhu tii tinh than kién dinh cia nhiing nha lanh dao dém chon con
dudng diing din vi Igi ich chung.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chéanh xd
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