Gido Xw Viét Nam Diac Me La Vang
Our Lady of La Vang Parish

Vian Phong Linh Muc Chanh Xit - Office of the Pastor
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Sunday, March 16, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

On March 13, 2013, during the fifth round of voting, the College of Cardinals elected Cardinal Jorge
Mario Bergoglio—then Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Buenos Aires, Argentina—as pope. The newly
elected pope chose the name Francis. Thus, Pope Francis is now celebrating 12 years of his papacy. On
this occasion, I would like to share three reflections on his pontificate.

A transitional pope? When Pope Francis was first elected, many thought his pontificate would be short,
as he was already 76 years old. Perhaps it was also because of his age that the cardinals decided to elect
him—as a “transitional” pope. Prior to him, Pope Benedict XVI had reigned for eight years but was seen
as a continuation of Saint John Paul II, having served as Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith for 24 years under John Paul II. That’s why, during the 2013 conclave, the cardinals wanted to
look beyond the Roman Curia and even beyond Rome itself, seeking a broader, global perspective. And
yet, here we are—12 years later, and Pope Francis remains in office. Now 88 years old and currently
hospitalized, he is still considered a fighter—resilient and determined in the face of illness and age.

The College of Cardinals and challenges foreseen in the Conclave. The current College of Cardinals
has 137 electors, representing 71 countries. Some of them oversee dioceses in places where the Catholic
population is very small—only a few thousand to a few tens of thousands—such as Tonga, Papua New
Guinea, Mongolia, Morocco, Iran, Iraq, Israel (Jerusalem), Japan, Myanmar, Pakistan, Thailand,
Singapore, Mali, and Ethiopia... At present, Vietnam has no cardinal-electors, as both Cardinal J.B. Pham
Minh Man and Cardinal Pierre Nguyén Vian Nhon are over 80 years old. Looking at the College of
Cardinals, it is evident that Pope Francis has focused on diversity and universality, emphasizing
geography over theological orientation. He has also aimed to ensure representation from smaller
communities of the faithful, rather than only choosing cardinals from large dioceses or traditional cardinal
sees. However, this diversity poses a challenge in a future conclave: the cardinals may not have had many
opportunities to meet or work together, making it hard to assess each other’s abilities. As a result,
decisions made in the conclave may lack objectivity and be based on limited information—especially
given the secrecy and time constraints involved.

A humorous pope. Even after being in the hospital for over a month, Pope Francis—though tired and
frail—continues to show his characteristic humor and optimism. When Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni visited him in the hospital, he joked: “Some people are praying for the Pope to go to heaven. But
maybe the Lord of the Harvest thinks it’s better to keep me here a little longer!” As for rumors about his
possible resignation, the Pope once quipped: “If we listened to all the gossip, we’d have to elect a new
pope every six months!”

Let us pray for our Holy Father Pope Francis!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 16 thang 3 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 13 thang 3 nim 2013, trong 1an bé phi€u thd nim, Mat Vién Hong Y di bau chon Diic Hong Y Jorge Mario
Bergoglio - ltic @6 dang 12 Téng Gidm muc Téng Gido phan Buenos Aires, Argentina - 1én ng6i gio hoang. Piic
Tan Gido Hoang da chon danh hi€u la Phanxic6. Nhu vay, Pic Thanh Cha Phanxico hién nay ky niém 12 nam
triéu dai gido hoang ctia ngai. Nhan dip nay, tdi xin chia sé ba suy nghi tin man vé triéu dai ctia Ptic Phanxico.

Vi gido hoang chuyén tiép? Khi méi dudc biu chon, nhidu ngudi cho ring tridu dai ctia Piic Gido Hoang
Phanxico s& khong kéo dai, bdi khi d6 ngai da 76 tudi. C6 1& cling vi 1y do tudi tdc ma cdc Hong Y da lva chon
ngai - nhu mdt vi gido hoang “chuyén tiép.” Trudc do, Pic Gido Hoang Bénédictd X VI du chi tai vi 8 ndm
nhung dugc xem 12 sy tiép ndi clia Thanh Gido Hoang Gioan Phaold II, bdi ngai tiing giit chiic Tdng Trudng
Théanh B Gido Ly Diic Tin sudt 24 ndm dudi thdi Pic Gioan Phaold II. Chinh vi vy, tai Mat Vién nim 2013,
cdc vi hdng y ctli tri mong mudn chon mot vi gido hoang dén tit bén ngoai Gido triéu Roma, véi cdi nhin méi
mé va toan cAu hon. Nhung gid day, Pic Phanxico da lam gido hoang dudc 12 nim, va du da 88 tudi, dang nim
vién, ngai van dugc xem 12 mot chién binh - kién cudng va ddy quyét tam trude nhiing thi thich cla tudi gia va
bénh tat.

Hong Y Poan va nhiing thach d6 tiém 4n trong Mt Vién. Hién nay, Hong Y Doan c¢6 137 hdng y cti tri, dai
dién cho 71 qudc gia. Mot s6 vi dang cai quan céc gido phan noi s6 tin hitu Cong Gido rat it, chi tif vai ngan dén
vai chuc ngan ngudi - chiing han nhu Tonga, Papua New Guinea, Méng C8, Morocco, Iran, Iraq, Israel (Giéru-
salem), Nhat Ban, Mién Dién, Pakistan, Thdi Lan, Singapore, Mali, Ethiopia... Viét Nam hién khong cé h6ng y
cti tri vi ca Pic Hong Y G.B. Pham Minh Man va Ptc Hong Y Phérd Nguyén Vin Nhon déu d ngoai 80 tudi.
Nhin vao thanh phin Hong Y Poan, c6 thé thiy rd Pic Phanxico chd trong dén tinh da dang va hoan vii, uu tién
yéu t6 dia 1y hon 12 quan diém than hoc, va dic biét mong mudn sy hién dién clia cdc cong doan tin hitu nhé bé,
thay vi chi tap trung vao cdc gido phan 16n c6 truyén thong c6 tda hdng y. Tuy nhién, su da dang nay ciing dem
dén mot thach dd trong ky Mat Vién tuong lai: cc hong y it c6 co hdi gip g6 hay cdng tic v6i nhau nén khé
d4nh gi4 chinh xdc vé kha ning 1in nhau. Piéu nay dé& din dén céc quyét dinh mang tinh cdm tinh, thi€u thong
tin, nhat 12 trong bdi canh phai gifi bi mat va thdi gian tim hiéu thi han hep.

Mot vi gido hoang hai huée. Du di ndm vién hon mot thang, Dic Thanh Cha Phanxico, tuy mét méi va yéu
stic, van boc 16 khidu hai hudc va tinh thin lac quan vén c6 clia ngai. Khi ba Thi tuéng Y Giorgia Meloni dén
thim tai bénh vién, ngai néi dua: “Mot s& ngudi dang cau nguyén dé€ Gido Hoang dudc 1én thién dang. Nhung
¢6 18 Ong Chii Mia Giit thay ring t5t hon 12 gii toi lai ddy!” Con v& viéc ngudi ta ddn dodn ngai sé tit chiic, Piic
Thénh Cha tiing cudi néi: “Né&u ma nghe theo nhiing 15i ddn dai, thi chic chiing ta phai biu gido hoang mdi sau
thdng mat!”

Ta hdy cau xin cho Pic Gido Hoang Phanxico!
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chénh xu
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