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Sunday, September 13, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Two more weeks will mark a historic and joyful moment for the Vietnamese Catholic Community in the
Diocese of San José. His Eminence Pietro Cardinal Parolin, Secretary of State of the Holy See, will lead a
Papal delegation on a pastoral visit to the Diocese of San José and, in a very special way, to Our Lady of La
Vang Catholic Church. The Cardinal comes to the United States in connection with the annual gathering of
the United Nations General Assembly in New York.

The Cardinal Secretary of State holds one of the most important offices in the Catholic Church. As the Holy
Father’s principal collaborator, Cardinal Parolin assists the Pope in the governance and diplomatic mission
of the Holy See and represents him in relations with nations and international organizations. His presence
among us therefore carries a special sign of communion with the Holy Father and with the universal Church.

For Vietnamese Catholics, Cardinal Parolin is also a familiar figure in the history of relations between the
Holy See and Vietnam. Long before becoming Cardinal Secretary of State, then-Monsignor Parolin served
as Under-Secretary for Relations with States. In March 2007 and again in June 2008, he led Holy See
delegations to Vietnam, meeting with government officials and representatives of the Catholic Church as
part of the continuing diplomatic dialogue between Vietnam and the Holy See.

Nearly two decades later, the same churchman who once traveled to Vietnam now comes to encounter
Vietnamese Catholics who have built a new home in the United States while faithfully preserving the faith
of their ancestors.

For our community in San José, this is much more than the visit of a distinguished Vatican official. It is a
moment of grace and a reminder that, although Vietnamese Catholics have journeyed far from their
homeland, we remain deeply united with the universal Church.

We hope that this pastoral visit will strengthen our communion with the Holy Father, renew the faith of our
families, inspire our children and young people, and encourage us to become ever more faithful witnesses
of the Gospel. We also hope Cardinal Parolin will carry back to Rome the story of a Vietnamese Catholic
community that is alive in faith, grateful for its new homeland, proud of its heritage, and committed to
serving the Church for generations to come.

May this historic encounter become a bridge—between Rome and San José, between Vietnam and America,
and between the sacrifices of the generations who came before us and the faith we now pass on to our
children.

Let us unite in prayer for Cardinal Parolin, the Papal delegation, our Bishop Oscar Cantu, and all those
preparing for this historic visit. May their presence among us bring abundant blessings to our Diocese, our
parish, and the entire Vietnamese Catholic community.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Hai tuin t6i s& danh ddu mot bién cd lich st va ddy hong an d6i v6i Cong Pdng Cong Gido Viét Nam tai Gido phan San José.
Diic Hong Y Pietro Parolin, Quéc Vu Khanh Toa Thénh, s& din dAu phdi doan Toa Thénh trong chuyén viéng thim muc vu Gido
phan San José va, cdch dic biét, dén thim Nha thd Ptic Me La Vang. Diic Hong Y Parolin dén Hoa Ky nhan dip khéa hop thudng
nién ctia Pai Hoi Ddng Lién Hiép Qudc tai New York.

Qudc Vu Khanh Toa Thénh 1a mot trong nhiing chic vu quan trong nhat trong Gido hoi Cong gido. La vi cong su vién chinh
yéu ctia Pidc Thanh Cha, Piic Hong Y Parolin trg gitip Diic Gido Hoang trong viéc diéu hanh Toa Thanh, dong thdi dai dién Toa
Thanh trong cdc mdi quan hé ngoai giao véi cic qudc gia va céc td chiic qudc t&. Vi thé, su hién dién ctia ngai gilia chiing ta con
12 mot du chi dc biét clia sy hiép thong véi Diic Thanh Cha va véi Gido hoi hoan vii.

Déi véi ngudi Cong gido Viét Nam, Dic Hong Y Parolin con 12 mot nhan vat c6 méi lién hé dic biét véi lich st quan hé gilta
Tbda Thanh va Viét Nam. Trudc khi tré thanh Hong Y Qudéc Vu Khanh, khi con 14 Dic Ong va giit chiic Thit trudng Ngoai giao
Toa Thanh phu trach Quan hé véi cdc Qudc gia, ngai di din dau cdc phdi doan Toa Thanh d&n Viét Nam vao thang 3 nim 2007
va thang 6 ndm 2008, gip gd chinh quyén cling nhu céc vi dai dién Gido hoi tai Viét Nam, gép phin thiic ddy tién trinh d6i thoai
gitta Viét Nam va Toa Thanh.

Gan hai thap nién sau, vi lanh dao Toa Thénh ndm xua tiing @€n Viét Nam nay lai dén gip g& nhiing ngudi Cong gido Viét Nam
dd xay dung qué huong méi trén dat Hoa Ky nhung van trung thanh gin giii dic tin ctia cha 6ng.

Vi thé, d6i véi cong ddng chiing ta tai San José, ddy khdng chi 13 chuyén viéng thim ctia mdt vi 1anh dao cao cap ctia Toa Thanh.
Pay con 1a mdt cude gip gd clia dic tin, lich st va long biét on. Du d3 rdi xa qué huong Viét Nam va trai qua nhiéu thé hé trén
dat Hoa Ky, chiing ta van thudc vé mot Gido hdi duy nhat va ludn hiép thong siu xa véi Piic Thanh Cha va Gido hdi hoan vii.

Ching ta hy vong chuyén viéng thim muc vu nay s& cling c6 su hiép thong véi DPic Thanh Cha, 1am méi lai ddi s6ng diic tin trong
céc gia dinh, khoi 1&n ndi gidi tré 1ong yéu mén Gido hoi va thiic ddy mdi ngudi tré nén chiing nhan Tin Miing gitta xa hdi hom
nay. Ching ta cling mong Pic Hong Y s& mang vé Roma hinh anh clia mot cong ddng Cong gido Viét Nam sdng dong trong diic
tin, biét on qué huong Hoa KY, trin quy ciin tinh Viét Nam va nhiét thanh déng gép cho Gido hoi dia phuong.

Udc mong cudc gip g0 lich st nay trd thanh mot nhip ciu - ndi két Roma véi San José, Vit Nam véi Hoa Ky, va ndi nhiing hy
sinh clia th& hé cha éng véi dic tin ma chiing ta dang trao truyén cho con chdu mai sau.

Xin toan thé cong ddng hiép ¥ cau nguyén cho Piic Hong Y Parolin, Diic Cha Oscar Canti va tit cA nhiing ngudi dang chuén bi
cho chuyén viéng thim dic biét nay. Nguyén xin Thién Chia cho cudc viéng thim lich sti cia Piic Qudc Vu Khanh Toa Thanh
mang lai nhiéu hoa tréi thiéng liéng va muo6n phic lanh cho Gido phan, gido xi va toan thé Cong Pong Cong Gido Viét Nam
chung ta.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
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