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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, May 4, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Pope Francis entered into the peace of the Lord on Monday morning, April 21, 2025 — Easter Monday
of the Octave of Easter — at the Vatican, concluding his twelve-year pontificate. At noon on April 26, his
body was laid to rest in a remarkably simple tomb inside the Basilica of Saint Mary Major in Rome.

During his apostolic journey to Asia last year, when a journalist asked if he intended to visit Vietnam,
Pope Francis humorously replied: “I would love to go. If I can’t, then John XXIV will.” He was referring
to his successor. His words seemed to speak of a distant future, but in fact, by then, his health was already
very frail. Although doctors advised him to take two months of rest, Pope Francis tirelessly continued his
mission: stepping out of his “comfort zone™ to visit prisoners, meet with the doctors and nurses who cared
for him, receive heads of state and pilgrims, and preside over the Holy Triduum. And on the morning
before he returned to the Father’s house — Easter Sunday — he appeared on the balcony of St. Peter’s
Basilica to impart the “Urbi et Orbi” blessing — his final blessing as the beloved “People’s Pope.”

Those close to Pope Francis could sense his deep loneliness. His efforts to renew the Church were not
always welcomed. His reaching out to the peripheries was seen by some as leniency. His simple lifestyle
was considered by others as breaking tradition. During a private audience with him at the Casa Santa
Marta early last year, I still vividly remember his words: “Pray for me.” Then he added with a smile, “Pray
for me, not against me.”

Throughout his ministry, Pope Francis repeatedly asked those he met to pray for him. Now, the situation
has reversed. During his funeral Mass on April 26, Cardinal Giovanni Battista Re, the Dean of the College
of Cardinals, closed his homily with these moving words: “Pope Francis often concluded his addresses
and meetings with the reminder: ‘Please do not forget to pray for me.” Now, dearly beloved Pope Francis,
we ask you to pray for us, and from heaven, bless the Church, bless Rome, and bless the whole world, as
you did from this very balcony last Sunday, with your final embrace encompassing the People of God and
all humanity thirsting for truth, with a sincere heart and the torch of hope held high.”

The chief physician responsible for Pope Francis’ health care shared that after spending more than a
month in the hospital, the Pope once said: “I want to go home.” Everyone thought he meant returning to
the Casa Santa Marta, where he had lived throughout his twelve-year pontificate. But after his passing, his
spiritual testament was published, revealing a deeper meaning of “home.” In his testament, he wrote:
“The Vatican is the last place I serve, but not my eternity.” This reflects the pastoral theology of Pope
Francis’ pontificate: in the eternal house of God, at the banquet of the Kingdom, there is a place for
everyone. No one is forgotten, and no one is left behind.

O Lord, let perpetual light shine upon the soul of Pope Francis!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuia Nhat, ngay 4 thang 5 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Diic Thénh Cha Phanxicd di an nghi trong Chda vao sang thd Hai, ngay 21 thdng 4 nim 2025, tic Thi Hai Tuan Bat
Nhat Phuc Sinh, tai Vatican, khép lai 12 nim triéu dai gido hoang ctia ngai. Trua ngay 26 thing 4, thi hai Diic Thanh
Cha dudc an tang trong mot ngdi mod cuc ky don so bén trong Dén thd Dic Ba C4 6 Roma.

Trong chuyén tong du sang chiu A hdi nim ngodi, khi dugc mot phéng vién hoi liéu ngai c6 du dinh thim Viét Nam
hay khong, Piic Thdnh Cha Phanxicd d di dom dép: “T6i mudn di 1im. N&u tdi khong di dugc thi Pic Gioan XXIV
s& di.” Ngai 4m chi vi gido hoang k& vi minh. CAu trd 15i nghe nhu néi vé tuong lai xa, nhung thuc ra lic 4y ngai da
rat y&u. Du bdc si khuyén ngai cAn nghi ngoi hai thang @& dudng bénh, Piic Thanh Cha van miét mai lam viéc: ti€p
tuc ra khoi “viing an toan” dé€ thim cdc ti nhan, gip g6 cdc y béc si chim séc ngai, ti€p d6n nguyén thi qudc gia va
khdch hanh huong, cht sy Tam Nhat Thanh. VA mdt ngay trudc khi vé& nha Cha trén trdi, vao sdng Chida Nhat Phuc
Sinh, ngai da xuat hién trén ban cong Dén thd Thanh Phérd, trao phép lanh “Urbi et Orbi” - phép lanh cudi cling ctia
vi gido hoang ma nhén loai triu mén goi 1a “People’s Pope” (Gido hoang clia moi ngudi).

Nhiing ai tling gan giii Pic Thanh Cha Phanxico déu nhan ra ngai rat c6 don. Cong cudc canh tan Hoi Thanh ctia ngai
khong phai ltic nao ciing dugc tng hd. Khi ra viing ngoai bién, ¢é ngudi cho ring ngai qua dé dai. Khi séng don s, c6
ngudi bao ngai phd vé truyén thdng. Trong 1an dugc dién kién ngai tai nha tro Thanh Martha ddu nim ngodi, téi con
nh6 rd 16i ngai diin do: “Con hdy ciu nguyén cho Cha.” Roi ngai cudi duia: “Céu cho Cha, chi diing ciu chdng Cha.”

Néu trong sudt ddi muc vu, Pic Thanh Cha Phanxico thudng tha thiét xin ngudi khdc ciu nguyén cho minh, thi tii
nay, tinh th& d ddi ngugc. Trong 1& an tdng sing 26 thang 4, Pidc Hong y nién trudng Giovanni Battista Re da két
thiic bai giang bing nhiing 18i xiic dong: “Ptc Thanh Cha Phanxico thuong két thic cic bai dién vin va budi gip
3 bing 18i nhin: ‘Xin anh chi em diing quén cAu nguyén cho t6i.” Gid ddy, kinh thua Piic Thanh Cha Phanxic6 yéu
quy, chiing con xin ngai cau nguyén cho chiing con, va tif thién dang, xin ngai chic lanh cho Gido hoi, cho Roma, va
cho toan thé gidi, nhu ngai d lam tif ban cong Vuong cung thianh dudng nay vao Chida nhat viia qua, trong vong tay
cudi ciing 6m tron Dan Chiia va nhan loai dang khét khao chén 1y, véi tAm 1ong chan thanh va ngon dudc hy vong
sdng ngdi.”

Vi bdc s trudng chidm séc stic khoé cho Piic Thanh Cha ké riing sau hon mot thang nim vién, ngai c6 néi: “Tdi mudn
vé nha.” Ban dau ai ciing nghi ngai mong trd lai nha tro Thanh Martha, noi ngai da song su6t 12 nim lam gido hoang.
Nhung sau khi ngai qua ddi, ban di chic thiéng liéng dudc cong bd cho thdy “nha” & ddy mang y nghia siu xa hon.
Trong di chiic, ngai viét: “Vatican 13 ndi cudi cting tdi phuc vu, nhung khong phai 1a noi cu ngu vinh vién cta t6i.”
D6 chinh 1 linh dao muc vu ctia triéu dai Pidc Phanxicd: trong ngdi nha vinh cliu ctia Thién Cha, tai ban tiéc Nudc
Trdi, moi ngudi déu c6 chd, khong ai bi 1ang quén va khong ai bi b lai phia sau.

Lay Chia, xin cho dnh séng ngan thu chi€u sang trén linh hon Dic Phanxicd!
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
Chénh xu
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