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Sunday, December 28, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

In this Jubilee Year, countless Catholic faithful from around the world — including many from the Diocese
of San Jose — have set out on pilgrimages to Europe. Paris is often a familiar stop, with its Notre Dame
Cathedral, the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, and the Chapel of St. Catherine Labouré. But if time allows,
one should also visit Pére-Lachaise Cemetery.

There lies a tomb that makes many pause in silence: the grave of Fernand Arbelot (1880-1942), a French
musician and actor. He left behind a haunting yet tender final wish: to gaze upon the face of his beloved
wife for all eternity. On his tomb rests a sculpture of Arbelot lying still, arms outstretched to hold the face
of his wife. During his lifetime, he once confided: “I am afraid of only one thing—that when I die, I will
no longer be able to see you.” And so his love became immortal—loving unto death, and beyond.

That gaze of love remains there, never fading, never leaving. With a single look, love itself was
transformed into eternity. Yet to have such a love, one must also acknowledge the wife: how she must
have lived and loved in such a way that her husband, even in death, desired only to behold her face. What
is most striking is that Arbelot’s wish was not out of obligation, but from the depths of his own heart: “I
want to.”

The embrace of her face upon his tomb is not merely a sorrowful image, but a sign of undying love. What
did he see in that face? Surely love, surely beauty—tor otherwise, as death approached, he would not have
wanted to look any longer.

An accomplished businessman in his eighties, when asked what the most important decision of his life
was, replied simply: “Choosing the right wife.” In the West, there is also a saying: “Marriage is a man’s
first and greatest start-up. A man who chooses the right wife can save himself twenty years of struggle in
his career.”

Today, many people think of marriage as a gamble—more often unlucky than lucky. Statistics of divorce
and unhappy households add to a pessimistic view. Yet alongside them, there are still beautiful marriages,
true homes of “a hundred years of happiness.” The most beautiful love story is not that of Romeo and
Juliet, but the quiet, enduring love of two elderly spouses who have lived a lifetime together.

And when we think of happy marriages, we must also remember to have compassion for those that are
unhappy or broken. In many cases, it is not simply a matter of having “chosen the wrong spouse,” but
there are other reasons: circumstances in life, social pressures, psychological wounds, or simply human
weakness. Marriage, like every vocation, is both a gift and a journey filled with challenges.

Thus, standing before the tomb of Fernand Arbelot not only reminds us of a love that endures beyond
death, but also invites us to cherish, to protect, and to show compassion for every marital story—whether
joyful or broken—for love always needs healing and support.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong Nam Thanh nay, biét bao tin hitu Cong Gido khip ndi - trong d6 c6 nhiéu ngudi Viét tit gido phan San Jose - 1én
dudng hanh huong Au Chau. Paris thudng 1a diém diing chan quen thudc v6i Nha thd Dic Ba, Nha thd Thanh Tam,
Nguyén dudng Thanh Catherine Labouré. Nhung néu con thdi gian, xin hdy ghé nghia trang Pere-Lachaise.

G d6 c6 mdt ngdi mo khién bao ngudi diing chén, ling nhin: phan mo ctia Fernand Arbelot (1880 -1942), mdt nhac
si kiém dién vién Phap. Ong dé lai mot di nguyén viia 4m 4nh viia chan chita yéu thuong: muén digc nhin guong miit
ngudi v¢ yéu diu cho d&n tan cdi vinh hing. Trén md, biic tugng khic hoa Arbelot nim bat dong, d6i tay vuon 1én dm
18y khudén mit v¢. Sinh thdi, 6ng tling thd 16: “Anh chi s¢ mot diéu thdi, 1a khi qua doi s& khdng con dugc nhin thay
em nita.” Va th& 12 tinh yéu 4y trd thanh bt tii - yéu d&n ch&t ma van con yéu.

Anh mét 4y vin con d6, vinh vién khong rdi. Chi cAn mot cdi nhin, tinh yéu da héa thanh vinh ctiu. Nhung dé ¢6 dugc
mot tinh yéu nhu vy, hin ciing phai ké dén ngudi vo: ba da song thé ndo, yéu thé nao dé khién chdng minh, ngay ca
khi chét, van chi mudn nhin thiy ba. Diéu ddng quy 1a Arbelot khong 1am vi v, nhung 12 udc ao phdt xuit tif chinh
trdi tim dng: “tdi mudn”.

Cé4i 6m 1ay khuon mit ngudi vo trén phidn mod khong chi 12 hinh 4nh bi thuong, ma con 1a ddu chi ctia mot tinh yéu bat
ti. Ong d3 thay gi noi khudén mit Ay? Chic chin 1 tinh yéu, chic chin 1a vé dep, néu khong, dng di khong con mudn
nhin nifa - nhat 12 khi d3 d6i dién véi canh ctlia ctia cdi chét.

Mot doanh nhan ngoai 80 tudi, trai qua ca mdt ddi thanh cong, khi dugc hdi diéu quan trong nhét ddi minh 1a gi, da
tra 10i ngdn gon: “Chon diing vo.” Ngudi Tay phuong ciing c6 cau: “LAy vo 1a 1an khéi nghiép dau tién va 16n nhat
ctia doi ngudi dan 6ng. Dan dng chon diing vg c6 thé bét dude 20 ndm phan diu sy nghiép.”

Trong thdi dai hom nay, nhiéu ngudi cho ring hdn nhin 13 mot canh bac hén xui, thim chi xui nhiéu hon hén. Nhiing
thong ké tan v3, nhiing gia dinh bat hoa cang 1am ngudi ta bi quan. Nhung bén canh d6, quanh ta van c6 nhiing cudc
tinh dep, nhitng m4i 4m that su “trim ndm hanh phic”. Cudc tinh dep nhat khong phai 1a tinh yéu lang man ctia Ro-
meo va Juliet, ma 1 tinh yéu &m thAm, bén viing ctia hai dng ba 130 séng véi nhau tron doi.

Va khi nghi dhn nhiing ddi v¢ chdng hanh phiic, ta ciing khong quén cdm thong véi nhiing d6i vo chdng bat hanh
hoiic da d6 v&. Nhiéu trudng hdp khong hin vi “chon sai vg” hay “chon sai chdng”, nhung con do nhiing nguyén nhan
khdc: hoan canh séng, 4p luc xa hoi, ton thuong tAm 1y, hodc don gidn 13 su y&u dudi clia con ngudi. Hon nhén, ciing
nhu moi on goi, vita 14 hdng 4n viia 12 hanh trinh diy thi thich.

Chinh vi vy, ngim nhin mo phan ctia Fernand Arbelot khong chi ggi ta vé mot tinh yéu bat t, ma con nhic ta ning
niu, gin giti, va cdm thong v6i moi phan ddi hon nhén - du hanh phic hay dang dé - vi tinh yéu ludn can dugc chita
lanh va nang da.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chanh xu
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