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Sunday, August 16, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Only one year from now, young Catholics from around the world will gather in Seoul, South Korea, for World
Youth Day 2027 (August 3-8). The official song for WYD 2027 has just been released, another sign that this
great gathering of Catholic youth is drawing near.

But behind this event lies an even greater hope: that WYD might become a bridge of peace and reconciliation
on the Korean Peninsula.

Recently, South Korea’s Unification Minister met with Cardinal Lazzaro You Heung-sik to discuss the hope
that Pope Leo XIV’s visit might help open doors of dialogue between North and South Korea. There is even
hope that young people from North Korea might be able to participate in WYD alongside young people from
around the world.

The Holy See and the local Church have both expressed their desire to contribute to this journey toward peace.
North Korea, however, remains cautious and isolated, and the future of such dialogue is still uncertain.

Even so, reaching out a hand is never meaningless. When the Church, government leaders, and people of
goodwill reach out for peace, they are building bridges together: healing divisions, seeking unity, and making
sure that no one is forgotten or left behind.

There is a lesson here for every Christian. Too often, we live according to our natural reactions: if someone is
good to me, I will be good to them. If someone hurts me, I close the door. But that is not the Gospel.

Jesus teaches us: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you” (Mt 5:44). Christian love takes
the first step. It opens the door first, even when we do not know whether the other person will respond.

Venerable Cardinal Frangois-Xavier Nguyén Vin Thuin lived this love heroically during his years of
imprisonment. His conviction was simple and profound when he told his guards: “If T do not love, I am no
longer worthy to be called a Christian.”

We may not be able to resolve the great conflicts of the world, but each of us has our own “borders” that need
to be crossed: within our families, our communities, and even within our own hearts. A phone call. An
apology. An act of forgiveness. An open door. Such small gestures can change an entire life or even a
generation.

As we look toward WYD 2027, we too are invited to begin building bridges of peace right where we are.
Don’t do anything else that raises the walls.

And at the end of each day, let us ask ourselves one simple question: “Today, did I truly live as a Christian?”

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chtia Nhét, ngay 23 thang 8 ndm 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Chi con mdt nim nita, cic ban tré Cong gido tit khip noi trén thé gidi s& quy tu vé Seoul, Han Qudc, dé tham du Pai Hoi
Giéi Tré Thé Gi6i - World Youth Day 2027 (3-8/8). Bai hat chinh thic ctia WYD 2027 viia dugc cong bd, nhu mot ddu chi
cho thay ngay hdi 16n ctia ngudi tré Cong gido dang dén gan.

Nhung ding sau su kién 4y 12 mot udc vong 16n hon: bién WYD thanh nhip cau hoa binh va hoa giai trén ban do Triéu
Tién.

Méi day, Bo trudng Thong nhat Han Qudc da gidp Pic Hong Y Lazzaro You Heung-sik @ ban vé hy vong chuyén viéng
thim ctia Pidc Gido Hoang L&d XIV ¢6 thé md ra nhiing canh ctia d6i thoai giiia hai mién Nam - Bic. Tham chi, u6c mong
cdc ban tré Bic Triéu Tién cling dugc tham du WYD di dugc néu Ién.

Toa Thanh va Gido Hoi dia phuong déu bay td mong mudn gép phin vio tién trinh hoa binh Ay. Tuy nhién, phia Bic Triéu
Tién trudc gid von ludn de dit, va tuong lai ctia d6i thoai van chua rd rang.

Du vay, viéc dua tay ra vin khong bao gid 1a vd nghia. Khi Gido Hoi, chinh quyén va nhiéu thanh phin ciing huéng dén
hoa binh, ho dang ciing nhau xay nhiing nhip cau: han gin chia ré&, tim lai hiép nhat, khong dé ai bi bo lai phia sau.

D6 ciing 1a bai hoc cho méi Kitd hitu chiing ta. Nhiéu khi ching ta song theo phan ting tu nhién: ai t6t véi minh thi minh
t6t lai, ai lam ton thuong minh thi minh 1am t6n thuong lai. Nhung d6 khong phai 1a néo dudng cta Tin Ming.

Chia Giésu da ching day ring: “Hay yéu ké thil va cAu nguyén cho nhiing ké ngugc dai anh em” (Mt 5,44). Tinh yéu Kitd
gido ludn di budc truée, ludbn mé ciia tride, ngay cé khi chua biét ngudi kia c6 dép lai hay khong.

Pang Pang Kinh Phanxicd Xavié Nguyén Vin Thuan, trong nhiing nim ti day, da thuc hanh dudc diéu Ay khi khing dinh
Vi céc vién cai nguc: “Néu tdi khdng yéu thuong céc anh, t6i khong con xting ddng mang danh 1a Kit6 hiiu.”

Trong cudc sdng, c6 thé chiing ta khong gidi quyét dudc nhiing xung dot 16n ctia thé gidi, nhung mbi ngudi déu c6 nhiing
“bién gidi” cAn dudc vugt qua: trong gia dinh, cdng doan, hay ngay trong 1ong minh. Nhiéu khi chiing ta con hung hing
14m, vi chua vugt qua dudgc chinh minh.

Chti con néu chiu 1am nhiing viéc bé nhd hiing ngay thi thé gian nay c6 1& da khac. Mot cude goi. Mot 15i xin 16i. Mot 1an
tha thid. Mot cdnh clia mé ra. Nhiing diéu nho bé ay khong chiing sé& thay ddi ai d6 hay cd mot thé hé. Huéng vé WYD
2027, chiing ta cling dugc mdi goi bit dau xay nhiing nhip cau hoa binh ngay ndi minh dang s6ng. Réng diing 1am diéu gi
nhu thé dung 1én nhiing bic tidng rao. H& ma thiy tudng rao nao ma c6 phan ctia minh 1a dé rdi.

Va mdi ngay, hiy tu héi that don so: “Hém nay, t6i da séng nhu mot Kitd hitu dich thuc chua?”

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng

Chénh xd Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280

Trang 3




