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Vian Phong Linh Muc Chanh Xit - Office of the Pastor

From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, January 04, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

In the early days of the 2026 New Year, I would like to share a few reflections with you, borrowing the words of
the Venerable Francis Xavier Nguyén Van Thuén: “Live the present moment and fill it with love.”

People often keep their nicest outfit in the closet, waiting for a truly important occasion to wear it—only to take
it out years later and find it already out of style. People buy a fine bottle of wine, saving it for a special day—but
that day never seems to arrive. People dream of a trip, always saying, “I’ll go when I have time”—and then time
passes, and youth is no longer the same. People hold back words of love, gratitude, and apology—waiting for
the right moment—only to discover that sometimes the one who needed to hear them is no longer there. And at
the dinner table, we often save the best bite for last.

In truth, this is not just a habit of eating, but a habit of living. We convince ourselves that saving the best things
for “later” is wise. Yet life is fragile. What we keep may not stay sweet. When we wait until we are free to go,
our legs may no longer wish to walk. When we wait until everything is perfect to say “I love you,” the heart may
already have stopped beating.

This habit of “saving for later” is rooted in fear—fear of loss, fear of not having enough. But the more we fear,
the more easily we lose the precious moment right before us. This is the paradox of life: the more we cling, the
more we risk losing; the longer we wait, the more we miss.

True happiness is not found in “someday,” but in today. Knowing how to savor the “best bite” now is how we
honor the gift of the present—because tomorrow is uncertain, while today is what we truly have.

So remember:

Wear your best outfit when you feel like it.

Speak words of love when they arise in your heart.
Enjoy each moment while you still can.

Do not let happiness become something you only save for later. For when we wait too long, we may no longer
have the chance to taste it.

Looking back on the past year, we have seen this truth within our own community. Thanks to the generous hearts
of our benefactors, the parish dared to live fully in the present moment. In just 45 days, we were able to purchase
two houses to serve as a Pastoral Center—without waiting, without delay. It was a decision born of faith, unity,
and the courage to act when God opened the door.

As we enter 2026, the question for each of us is this: Will we continue to wait for “another time,” or will we have
the courage to live fully today—to love more deeply, to grow in unity, and to do good while we still can?

May the New Year become a journey in which we do not save love for later, but share it generously—starting
now.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 4 thang 1 ndm 2026

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong nhiing ngay diu nim duong lich 2026, t6i c6 d6i dong chia sé, mugn 13i clia Pang Pang Kinh F.X. Nguyén
Vin Thuin: “Hay song phiit hién tai va 1am cho n6 diy yéu thuong.”

Ngudi ta thudng cit bo dd dep nhit trong ti, chd mdt dip that quan trong mdi mic - d€ rdi vai nim sau, 14y ra thi da
16i m6t. Ngudi ta mua mot chai rigu ngon, hen danh cho ngay dic biét - nhung ngay Ay mai khong dén. Ngudi ta 4p
i mot chuyén di, cit bao “dgi khi c6 thdi gian” - dé rdi thdi gian trdi qua, tudi tré ching con nguyén ven. Ngudi ta dé
danh 15i yéu thucng, 18i cdm on, 15i xin 18i - chd mot khoanh khic thich hgp - nhung d6i khi, ngudi cAn nghe di khong
cdn & d6. Va trong bita com, ta van hay dé miéng ngon nhat... d&n cudi cing méi #n.

Thuc ra, @ khong chi 13 théi quen #n udng, ma 13 théi quen sdng. Ta cti nghi ring gifi lai diéu t6t dep nhat cho “sau
nay” 1a khon ngoan. Nhung cudc ddi thi mong manh. Giit mai, chua chic con ngon. Pgi dén khi ranh rang mdi di, doi
chan c6 khi dd chang con mudn budc. Chd dt diy mdi néi 15i yéu, c6 khi trai tim da thoi dap.

Théi quen “dé danh” Ay bit ngudn tif ndi s¢ - s¢ mat mat, sg thi€u hut. Nhung cang s, ta cang dé ddnh roi khoanh
khic quy gid ngay tridc mét. D6 12 nghich 1y clia doi sdng: cang giit, cang d& mat; cang chd, cang dé 16.

Hanh phiic that sy khong nim & “sau nay”, ma & ngay lic nay. Biét tin hudng “miéng ngon nhit” hom nay chinh la
cdch ta trin trong mén qua clia hién tai - bdi ngay mai khong chic chin, con hom nay 13 diéu ta dang co.

Vi thé, hiy nhd:

Hay mic bo dd dep nhat khi ban mudn.

Hiy néi 16i yéu thuong khi ban cdm thdy.

Hiy tan hudng khoanh khic khi ban con c6 thé.

Diing @& hanh phiic chi 12 thi d€ danh. B&i khi chd qué 14u, c6 khi ta ching con co hdi @& ném né niia.

Nhin lai nim qua, chiing ta d thdy diéu d6 noi chinh cdng doan minh. Nho tAm Iong quing dai clia c4c 4n nhan, gido
xti d@ manh dan s6ng tron gidy phiit hién tai. Trong 45 ngay than tdc, chiing ta & mua dugc hai cin nha @ 1am Trung
tam Muc vu - khong chd ddi, khong tri hodn. D6 1a mot quyét dinh clia niém tin, ctia sy hiép nhat, va clia tinh thin

ddm hanh dong khi Chia md cua.

£ 9

Budc sang ndm 2026, cau hdi danh cho mdi ngudi chiing ta la: Ching ta sé tiép tuc chd dgi “mot lic khac”, hay s& can
d4dm sdng tron hom nay - d€ yéu thuong nhiéu hon, hiép nhit sdu hon, va Iam diéu t6t ngay khi con c6 thé?

Nguyén xin nim méi trd thanh mdt hanh trinh khong d€ danh yéu thuong, nhung biét trao ban ngay tii biy gid.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xd
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