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From the Fastor's Desk

Sunday, March 23, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

A photo was recently shared on social media showing a peaceful
village in Poland. In the photo, an elderly man is sitting

by the roadside—perhaps right in front of his house—
accompanied by his grandson and two dogs. The two of them are
selling vegetables and fruits, harvested from the man’s own garden.
Looking at the photo, one can sense the tranquil atmosphere of

a typical Eastern European countryside. It also reflects a reality:
elderly people and children in Poland, though no longer caught up in the hustle of daily work or schooling, still grow
vegetables and fruits. If there’s an abundance, they sell it outside their homes, not only to earn a little extra income but
also to teach children the value of hard work, and to help the elderly feel less lonely.

Let’s take a closer look at the elderly man in the photo. He appears to be quite old, probably retired and living on a
pension. Yet he finds joy through working and taking care of his grandchild. His world—and that of the child—is not
confined within the walls of their home or garden. Their world is open, looking outwards. Through presence,
communication, and daily life, he teaches the child diligence through gardening. Because fresh vegetables and ripe
fruits don’t just appear overnight. He also teaches the child not to waste what one’s hands have produced. And when he
sells clean, fresh produce, he’s also teaching the child about the trust that comes with honesty, and about the goodwill
of the people who stop by to buy.

Let’s talk about the child in the photo. Thanks to this little grandchild, the elderly man doesn’t feel lonely. The child
follows his grandfather. The grandfather sells vegetables, and the child sits beside him. The grandfather meets
neighbors and passersby, and so does the child. Though just a little boy, he’s already following in his grandfather’s
footsteps—Ilearning the value of labor. He is his grandfather’s companion. His innocent questions, spontaneous words,
or small discoveries surely bring much joy to his grandfather.

Now let’s think about our own families. In Asian culture, the family is the foundation. Many young couples are
fortunate to have grandparents help look after their children during the weekdays. When the children reach school age,
the grandparents even take on the task of dropping them off and picking them up. This closeness is a precious
opportunity for the older generation to pass on faith, prayers, culture, and the spirit of work, dedication, and mutual
support. And if there are opportunities for charitable acts, the elders also teach their grandchildren about generosity and
bringing happiness to others.

In a modern and fast-paced world, the image of a grandfather and grandchild sitting by the roadside selling vegetables
evokes a simple, slower life that is beautifully meaningful. Selling vegetables is just a secondary activity. The real
question is: how do we use the time God gives us each day? Sitting there, the two of them are, in their own quiet way,
building peace for the world. As Saint Teresa of Calcutta once said, “What can you do to promote world peace? Go
home and love your family.”

We’ve just celebrated the feast of Saint Joseph—the chaste spouse of the Virgin Mary and the patron of fathers. In the
Gospels, Saint Joseph never utters a word. His life is one of dreams, of listening, and of action. But if we look closely,
every step of Joseph’s journey leads him back to his family—with Mary and Jesus. It is all about going home and loving
the family of Nazareth.

Saint Joseph, please help us to buy a home!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chtia Nhat, ngay 23 thang 3 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trén mang x3 hoi c6 ding mot biic 4nh v& mot ngdi lang yén binh & Ba Lan. Trong 4nh 13 mot 6ng cu ngdi bén vé dudng, cb 18
ngay trudc clia nha minh, cling vé6i dda chau ndi hay chdu ngoai va hai con ché nhé. Hai 6ng chdu ngdi ban rau qué - nhiing nong
san dugc thu hoach tii chinh khu vudn ctia nha dng (xin xem hinh bén trang 2). Nhin vao btic anh, ai cling cdm nhin dugc khung
cinh thanh binh dic trung ctia mot lang qué Pong Au. Ngudi ta thdy ngudi gia va tré em & Ba Lan, tuy khong con ban ron céng
viéc thudng nhat, van trong rau trdi khong chi @€ #n ma con mang ra trude ctia nha ban ki€ém thém thu nhap. Nhung sau xa hon,
d6 1a cich ho day tré em sdng siéng ning, va dé ngudi 16n tudi khong cam thiy co don.

Hay diing lai mot chiit @& ngdm 6ng cu trong bic dnh. Ong ¢ vé da cao tudi, ¢ 1& da nghi huu va ¢6 ludng huu. Nhung dng vin
tim thay niém vui trong lao dong gian di va trong viéc trong nom dita chdu nho. Thé gidi clia dng va chdu khong chi géi gon trong
ciin nha hay khu vudn nhd, ma con md ra thé gidi bén ngoai, ndi c6 sy tiép xic, trd chuyén, day db. Qua tiing ludng rau, 6ng day
chdu v& su kién nhin, v& gid tri clia lao dong, v& viéc trin trong nhiing gi do chinh tay minh 1am nén. Va khi mang rau sach ra
ban, 6ng ciing day chdu bai hoc vé& long trung thuc va sy tin tudng gifta ngudi véi ngudi.

Hay nhin dén dia bé trong anh. Nhd ¢6 didta chdu ma dng khong cam thdy c6 don. Chdu di theo 6ng, ngdi bén canh 6ng. Ong ban
rau, chau ciing ngdi d6, hoc cdch ban rau. Ong giip g5 hang x6m va ngudi qua dudng, chdu ciing dugc 1am quen va chao héi theo.
Du chi 12 mot cau bé nhd, nhung chiu dang hoc theo tiing budc chan ctia 6ng, hoc tit dng nhiing gia tri song dich thuc. Nhiing
cu héi ngiy tho, nhiing 15i néi hon nhién, nhitng khdm ph4 nho bé mbi ngay - tit cd déu gép phan mang lai niém vui séng cho
ngudi lam 6ng.

Hay nghi dén chinh gia dinh cta chiing ta. Trong nén vin hod A Péng, gia dinh ludn dudc dit 1am nén tang. Nhiéu d6i vg chdng
tré may mén khi c6 dng ba ndi, ngoai phu chim séc con cdi. Khi c4c chdu dén tudi d&n trudng, 6ng ba lai 12 ngudi dua dén. Chinh
su gan giii nay 14 co hoi quy bau d€ ngudi 16n truyén day dic tin, 15i kinh ti€ng ké, nét dep vin hod va tinh thin lao dong, song
cOng hién va biét gidp d6 nhau. N&u c6 thém nhiing co hoi Iam viéc thién, ngudi 16n lai tiép tuc gieo vao long con chdu hat gidng
cta tinh yéu thuong va sy cho di.

Trong mot xa hoi hién dai va ddy hdi ha, hinh dnh hai 6ng ch4u ngdi bén vé dudng ban rau nhu ggi 1én mot nhip séng cham rii,
dep dén la thudng. Ban rau chi 1a phu. Quan trong 12 ho dang lam gi véi quy thdi gian mdi ngay ma Thién Chda ban ting. Hai dng
chdu ngdi d6 thdi, ma that ra dang Am thim x4y dung hoa binh cho thé gidi. Nhu 15i Me Thanh Térésa Calcutta tiing néi: “Ban
c6 thé 1am gi @& xay dung hoa binh thé gidi? Hiy vé nha va yéu thuong gia dinh ctia minh.”

Chiing ta viia miing 1& Thanh Ca Giuse - Ban Trim Nim ctia Dic Trinh N Maria va 12 bén mang ctia gidi gia trudng. Trong Tin
Miing, Thanh Giuse khong néi mot 18i. Cudc ddi ngai la nhiing gidc mo, 12 su 1ing nghe va hanh dong. Nhung néu nhin ky, mdi
ching dudng ctia Thanh Giuse déu c6 diém diing 12 gia dinh - véi Me Maria va Hai Nhi Giésu. La trd vé nha va yéu thuong gia
dinh Nazarét.

Lay Thénh C4 Giuse, xin thudng gidp ching con mua dugc nha!
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
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