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Sunday, August 16, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

On March 23, Pope Leo XIV declared Father Edward J. Flanagan, the founder of Boys Town, Venerable,
recognizing that he lived the Christian virtues to a heroic degree and advancing his cause for canonization one
step closer to sainthood.

Born in 1886 in Ballymoe, Ireland, Father Flanagan was ordained to the priesthood in 1912. In 1917, moved
by the plight of homeless and abandoned children, he opened a small home in Omaha, Nebraska. That humble
beginning would eventually become Boys Town, founded on one simple yet profound conviction: every child
deserves to be loved, protected, and given the opportunity to flourish.

Father Flanagan once said: “The work will continue because it is God's work, not mine.”

Those words remind me of a very special group of children within our own Vietnamese Catholic Community
in the Diocese of San Jos¢: children with autism and other special needs.

Each month at Our Lady of La Vang Parish, we celebrate a Sunday Mass especially for these children and their
families. It is more than simply a Mass—it is a place of welcome and belonging. Here, parents do not have to
teel embarrassed if their child makes noise, walks around the church, or expresses themselves differently from
other children. No one looks at them with impatience. No one asks why they are “different.” Instead, these
children and their families are welcomed with love and embraced as valued members of our parish family.

Our parish also provides basic faith formation adapted to each child’s abilities so that they may prepare to
receive the sacraments alongside other children. People sometimes ask me, “Can children with such limited
understanding really receive Holy Communion and the other sacraments?” The Church’s answer is clear: a
disability is never a reason to exclude a baptized person from the sacramental life of the Church. With regard
to the Holy Eucharist, recognizing Jesus’ presence in the Blessed Sacrament does not always have to be
expressed through perfect catechetical answers. Sometimes a reverent gesture, a prayerful silence, or a loving
gaze toward the Lord speaks of a genuine faith that only God can fully see.

Visitors to the Third Marian Days Celebration will also find Andy Café, where young adults with autism, after
receiving training, will joyfully serve coffee to pilgrims. We warmly invite you to stop by, offer them a smile,
a word of encouragement, and a little patience. To us, it may be just a cup of coftee. But to these young people
and their families, it is a powerful affirmation that says: ““You are valuable. You are capable. You are loved.
You belong.”

In the family of God and under the loving mantle of Our Lady of La Vang, no child should ever be excluded,
and no family should ever be left behind. This is the face of the Church that Christ calls us to be—a Church
that opens its arms to the little ones, the vulnerable, and those who are too often overlooked, recognizing in
them the very presence of Christ Himself.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 23 thdng 3 viia qua, Diic Thanh Cha L&6 XIV dd cong nhan Cha Edward J. Flanagan, vi sdng 1ap Boys Town, 1a Pang
Dbang Kinh, nhin nhin ngai di song cédc nhan diic Kitd gido cdch anh hiing va dua 4n phong th4dnh clia ngai tién thém mot buée
quan trong.

Sinh ndm 1886 tai Ballymoe, Ireland, Cha Flanagan dugc truyén chic linh muc nam 1912. Ndm 1917, truc hoan cénh clia nhiing
tré em v gia cu, bi bd roi va khong ndi nucng tua, ngdi di m& mdt mdi 4m nho tai Omaha, Nebraska. Tii cong viéc khiém t&n
4y, Boys Town di dudc hinh thanh va phét trién, dua trén mot niém x4c tin rit don s6 nhung ddy sic manh: “méi tré em déu c6
phidm gid, d&u ddng dudc yéu thucng, bao vé va trao cho mot cd hoi dé 16n 1én.”

Cha Flanagan tiing n6i: Cong viéc nay sé& tiép tuc, vi ddy 12 cong viéc ctia Thién Chia, chd khong phéi cha t6i.”

Lai néi Ay 1am tdi nghi @& mot nhém cic em rat dic biét ngay trong Cong Ddng Cong Gido Viét Nam tai Gido phan San Jose:
cdc em tu ky va cdc em c6 nhiing nhu ciu dic biét.

MaQi thdng, tai nha thd Piic Me La Vang c¢6 Thanh 1& Chda Nhat danh riéng cho cdc em va gia dinh. DAy khong chi don thuin
12 mot Thénh 1€, nhung con 13 mdt mdi nha cla 1ong thuong x6t. Noi ddy, cha me khdng phai 4i ngai khi con minh v tinh giy
tiéng dong, di lai trong nha thd hay c6 nhiing phén ting khic véi céc tré em khdc. Khong ai nhin cic em bing dnh méit khé chiu.
Khong ai héi tai sao cdc em “khong giong ngudi khac”. Trdi lai, cdc em va gia dinh dugc d6n nhan, dugc yéu thuong va dugce cam
nghiém ring minh that sy thudc vé cong doan dc tin.

Gido xu ciing c6 ging day gido 1y theo kha ning riéng clia tiing em, d& cic em c6 thé chudn bi va lanh nhan céc bi tich nhu bao tré
em khdc. C6 ngudi tiing hoi tdi: “Céc em hiéu biét con gidi han nhu vy thi c6 thé Rudc L& hay lanh nhan céc bi tich dugc khong?”
CAu tra 10i ctia Hoi Thanh rat rd rang: khuyét tit khdng bao git 1a 1y do d€ loai trit mdt ngudi di 1anh nhan B tich Rita Tdi khoi
ddi song bi tich ctia Hoi Thanh. Péi vé6i Bi tich Thanh Thé, viéc nhin biét Chida Giésu hién dién trong Minh Thanh khong nhat
thiét phai dudc dién ta bing nhiing ciu tra 15i gido 1y thit tron ven. Nhiéu khi, mot ci chi cung kinh, mot anh mét huéng vé Nha
Tam hay mot tdm hdn don so ddy long mén ciing di 12 13i tuyén xung diic tin dep 1ong Thién Chia.

Va tai Dai Hoi Thénh Miu La Vang Ky III, khach hanh huong sé thdy quiy Andy Café, noi céc em tu ky sau thdi gian dugc huén
luyén sé truc tiép phuc vu nhiing ly ci phé cho khach hanh huong. Xin hdy ghé thiim, danh cho cdc em mot nu cudi, mot 15i ddng
vién va mot chiit kién nhin. Pé&i véi ching ta, d6 c6 thé chi 1a mot ly ca phé. Nhung ddi véi cdc em va gia dinh, d6 13 mot 15i
khing dinh v6 ciing y nghia: “Con ¢6 gid tri. Con lam dugc. Con dugc yéu thucng. Va con thudc vé cong doan nay.”

Trong gia dinh ctia Thién Chiia va duéi vong tay hién miu ctia Diic Me La Vang, khong mdt em nho nao bi loai trit, khong mot
gia dinh nao bi bd lai phia sau. D6 ciing chinh la khuén mét ciia H6i Thanh ma Chia Giésu hﬁng mong mudn: mot Hoi Thanh
luén mé rong vong tay dén nhan nhiing ngudi bé nhd, y&u dudi va dé bi tén thuong nhat.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng

Chanh xd
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