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From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, September 21, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

On Wednesday, August 27, 2025, the Vietnamese Catholic community in San José received a special grace.
More than 160 lay faithful, priests, and religious sisters came together to participate in the General Audience
with Pope Leo XIV at the Paul VI Audience Hall in Vatican City, and at the end of the audience, the Holy
Father met and took a group photo with the pilgrims.

The official Vatican newspaper, L’ Osservatore Romano (issue of August 28), recorded: “On August 27, Pope
Leo met with more than 160 members of the Vietnamese Catholic community of San Jose, California. The
Vietnamese Catholics made a pilgrimage to mark the 50th anniversary of their arrival in the United States.”

Before the Holy Father, the pilgrims offered heartfelt gratitude and steadfast faith across
generations—especially that of the “boat people” who endured hardships but never lost hope in God.

During the audience, the pilgrims presented to the Holy Father a wooden statue of Our Lady of La Vang, the
Mother of the Vietnamese people. When the name “La Vang” was mentioned, the Pope smiled and exclaimed:
“Ah La Vang.” It was a deeply moving moment, a sign that devotion to Our Lady of La Vang has truly echoed
within the heart of the universal Church.

The following day, I had the honor of a private audience with the Holy Father. On behalf of the community, I
expressed my gratitude and said: “Holy Father, this audience is not an honor for me personally, but a great
grace for the entire Vietnamese community in the United States, especially for the faithful of Our Lady of La
Vang Parish, where 1 have been sent to serve.” The Pope smiled kindly and replied briefly, yet filled with
fatherly warmth: “That’s true.”

During the audience, I also ventured to say: “If one day Your Holiness comes to the United States, please visit
our Silicon Valley.” The Pope responded with friendly closeness: “Let me see.” And as Americans often say,
“You never know —perhaps one day Pope Leo will indeed visit our Bay Area.

At the conclusion of that morning’s encounter, the Holy Father graciously imparted the Apostolic Blessing to
the entire Vietnamese Catholic community in San José.

May the grace of this meeting with Pope Leo XIV inspire in each of us a fervent spirit ot evangelization,
fidelity to the Church, and perseverance in the vocation of being disciples of Christ. May Our Lady of La Vang
intercede for us, so that our community may always be a sign of hope and love in today’s world.

And as we often pray in the familiar hymn by the late Father Hoai DPtrc during Eucharistic Adoration: “Let us
pray for Pope Leo. May the Lord preserve him, give him strength, and grant him happiness in this life. May
He not hand him over to the will of his enemies, may He not hand him over to the will of his enemies.”

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chtia Nhat, ngay 21 thang 9 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chij Em:

Ngay Thii Tu, 27 thiang 8 nim 2025, cong doan Cong gido Viét Nam tai San José di 1anh nhan mot hdng an dic biét. Hon
160 anh chi em gido dén, linh myc va tu si di cting nhau tham dy Budi Triéu Kién Chung vé6i Piic Thanh Cha Leo XIV tai
Pai Thinh Pudng Phaold VI trong ndi thanh Vatican, va cudi budi ngai di gip gd, chup hinh chung véi doan hanh huong.

Béo chinh thidc ctia Toa Thanh, L’Osservatore Romano (s6 ra ngay 28 thang 8), dd ghi nhan: “Ngay 27 thang 8, Pic Gido
Hoang Leo da gidp gd hon 160 thanh vién clia cong dong Cong gido Viét Nam tai San Jose, California. Ngudi Cong gido
Viét Nam da thuc hién mot cudc hanh huong nhan dip ky niém 50 nim ngay ho dén Hoa Ky.”

Truéc mit vi Cha chung, phdi doan hanh huong d3 dang 1én tAm tinh biét on va niém tin sit son ctia bao th& hé - dic biét Ia

ctia nhiing “thuyén nhan” tling trdi qua gian khd nhung khong bao gi ddnh mat niém ciy trong vao Thién Chia.

Trong budi tridu kién, doan hanh huong d3 ding ting Piic Thanh Cha biic tugng gd Piic Me La Vang, Me ctia dan toc Viét
Nam. Khi nghe nhic d&n tén Me La Vang, Piic Thanh Cha mim cudi va thot 1én: “Ah La Vang”. Nghia 12 ngai biét. 6
12 mot khoanh khic ddy xidc dong, minh chiing ring 1ong kinh mén Piic Me La Vang d3 dugc ngin vang ngay trong long
Giao Hoi hoan vii.

Ngay hom sau, toi dudc vao Dinh Tong Toa triéu kién riéng v6i Diic Thanh Cha. Toi dd thay mit cong doan bay to 1ong tri
an va thua: “Lay Dic Thanh Cha, viéc dugc DTC ti€p kién khdng phai la vinh dy cho riéng con, nhung 12 hong an 16n lao
cho ca cong ddng ngudi Viét tai Hoa Ky, dic biét 1a cho gido dan Gido xi Viét Nam Pic Me La Vang, ndi con dang dudgc
sai d&n phuc vu.” DPtc Thanh Cha mim cudi hién tii va d4p lai ngin gon ma chan chita tinh phu tii: “That’s true.”

Trong budi triéu kién, tdi cling man phép ngé 10i: “Né&u mot ngay nao d6 Dic Thanh Cha sang tong du Hoa K, xin Ngai
ghé tham viing Silicon Valley ctia chiing con.” Ptic Thanh Cha dép lai céch than tinh: “Let me see” (“dé cha xem”). Va
nhu ngudi My thudng néi: “You never know”, biét ddu mot ngay kia DPTC Le6 that sy dén thim ving vinh clia ching ta.

Két thiic budi gip gd sdng hom d6, Pic Thanh Cha di wu 4i ban phép lanh Téng Toa cho toan thé cong doan Cong gido
Viét Nam tai San José.

Nguyén xin hong 4n tii cudc gip gd Piic Thanh Cha Léd XIV khoi ddy trong mdi ngudi chiing ta tinh thin hiing say loan
bdo Tin Miing, trung thanh véi Hoi Thanh, va kién viing trong on goi lam moén d& Chia Kitd. Xin Pidc Me La Vang cau
bau cho chiing ta, @& cong doan ludn trd thanh diu chi ctia niém hy vong va tinh yéu giita long thé& gidi hom nay.

Va nhu 18i ciu trong bai hat quen thudc & nhiing budi Chau cta ¢d linh myc Hoai Dic: “Ta hdy ciu xin cho Dic Gido
Hoang Lé-0. Chda gin git Ngudi, thém xudng sinh Iyc va ban cho Ngudi ddi nay hanh phic. Diing trao Ngudi cho dc thm
quan thu, dling trao Ngudi cho 4c tam quan thu.”

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
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