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Sunday, December 21, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Christmas is the season of beautiful stories—stories that illuminate the goodness and hope within the human
heart. One such story began nearly sixty years ago. In 1966, in Hoi An, a young American soldier named Phil
Seymour often met local children who would run to him and his fellow soldiers asking for candy. Among them
was a 9-year-old boy named L& Dinh Cam, a gentle and honest child who never took anything without
permission. Phil held a special fondness for him.

On the day he left for Thailand, Phil asked Cam what gift he would like. The boy glanced at the watch on Phil’s
wrist. Phil could not give him that particular watch—it was a gift from his parents—but he bent down, touched
the boy’s shoulder, and said: “When I come back, T will buy you one just like it.” A small promise. A promise
Cam soon forgot.

But Phil did not. When he transferred to Thailand, circumstances changed and he was sent back to the United
States instead of returning to Vietnam. He later married, built a career as an attorney for the Pentagon, and
eventually retired. Yet through all the years, he carried what he called a “debt of the heart”—a promise he had
not yet fulfilled.

In late 2007, Phil—now an elderly man with silver hair—decided to return to Vietnam. He found Cam, who was
then 49 and raising a family. Their reunion was deeply moving: Cam, a farmer still muddy from the ficlds,
walked into the small guesthouse where Phil was waiting. The old soldier rushed toward him, embraced him,
and cried, “Cam! Do you remember me? I’m Phil!” Then he held up the watch and said: “The promise [ made
long ago—today I finally keep it.” It was a moment more beautiful than any Christmas gift.

But Phil did more than keep a promise. He helped Cam’s daughter, Lé Thi Kim Vy, continue her education, enter
a vocational program, and secure stable work. He returned to Hoi An many times and grew close to the family
like a true relative. In recent years, as Phil became seriously ill in the United States, it was Vy who prepared to
travel to care for him—a circle of love completed. This story reveals a simple truth: Goodness never disappears.
Kindness always gives birth to more kindness.

Phil’s promise to a little boy reminds us of an even greater and older promise: God’s promise to send a Savior.
After centuries of longing, that promise becomes reality tonight: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”
(Jn 1:14) God does not forget us. He does not abandon us. He does not allow darkness to have the final word.
Christmas 1s the divine assurance that God has returned to humanity to remain with us forever. And sometimes,
God does so through people of goodwill.

The story of the American veteran gently reminds us: Christmas is the season of light—and that light is always
kindled by hearts filled with goodness. May each of us learn to live as people of “good heart”: people who keep
their word, who love, who show compassion, and who lift one another up along life’s journey.

So that as we stand before the Nativity scene, we may feel deeply within us: The Light has come. Love remains.
And God is truly with us. Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to people of goodwill.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 21 thang 12 nam 2025

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Gi4ng Sinh 12 mia ctia nhiing cAu chuyén dep - nhiing ciu chuyén lam biing séng 1ong thién tim va niém hy vong.
Mot trong nhiing ciu chuyén 4y bit ddu cich day gan 60 nim. Nim 1966, tai Hoi An, mot ngudi linh My tré tén Phil
Seymour thudng gip cdc tré em dia phuong chay dén xin banh keo. Trong s& d6 c6 cau bé 9 tudi Lé Pinh CAm, mdt
em bé that tha, khdng bao gid 14y gi khi chua dugc cho. Diéu 4y khién Phil dic biét quy mén.

Ngay rdi don vi dé sang Théi Lan, Phil héi CAm mudn dugc ting gi. Cau bé nhin chiéc dong hd trén tay anh. Phil
khong thé ting chiéc ddng hd Ay vi d6 1a qua ctia cha me, nhung anh cdi xuéng 6m vai cau va néi: “Khi anh tré lai,
anh s& mua ting em mot chiéc gidng nhu thé.” Mot 15i hida nhé. Va r6i ciu bé nhanh chéng quén di.

Nhung Phil thi khong. Khi sang Thdi Lan, tinh hinh thay ddi va anh dugc tré vé M§. Anh 1ap gia dinh, 1am luat su
tai LAu Nim Géc dén tudi huu. D cudc sdng ban rdn, anh vin mang theo trong long “mén ng” ctia 16i hiia nim xua
- mot diéu chua bao gid anh quén.

Cu6i nim 2007, Phil - nay da téc bac - quyét dinh tré lai Viét Nam. Ong tim dugc ong Cam, lic 4y di 49 tudi. Cude
gdp that xiic ddng: ngudi nong dan viia di 1am ddng vé budc vao cin nha tro nho, va ngudi linh My gia lao d&n 6m
chim 14y 6ng, nghen ngao: “Cim! Toi 1a Phil day!” Roi dng gio chiéc ddong hd 1én: “Loi hiia nim xua, gid tdi mdi
thuc hién dugc.” Mot khoanh khic dep hon moi mén qua Gidng Sinh.

Khong chi gitt 161 hia, Phil con gidp con géi dng Cam - chi Lé Thi Kim Vy - dugc hoc nghé, ¢6 viéc lam 6n dinh.
Ong nhiéu 1an tr& lai Hoi An va gén b6 véi gia dinh nhu ngudi than. Vai nim gan day, khi Phil 1am bénh ning & My,
chinh chi Vy lai 1én dudng sang chdm 6ng - nhu mét vong tron yéu thucng duge khép lai tron ven.

Cau chuyén 4y cho thay: long t6t khong bao gid mat di. Thién tdm ludn sinh ra thién tam.

Vi cau chuyén Phil - CAm ggi nhic 15i hiia con 16n hon: 15i Thién Chia hiia ban Pang Citu Thé. Trai qua bao thé ky
mong chd, d&m nay 16i hia 4y da thanh hién thuc: “Ngdi Loi da 1am ngudi va dén & gilta chiing ta.” (Jn 1:14) Chda
khong quén chiing ta. Khong bo roi chiing ta. Khong dé béng t6i thing cudce ddi ching ta. Gidng Sinh chinh 1a 16i
x4c nhan ring Thién Chiia da dén véi con ngudi d& § mai cling con ngudi. Va nhiéu khi Chia lam viéc @6 qua nhiing
ngudi thién tam.

CAu chuyén ngudi cuu binh My nhéc chiing ta ring: 4nh sidng Gisng Sinh lu6n dugc thip lén tif nhiing tAm long thién

tam. Xin cho mdi ngudi ching ta biét séng nhu nhiing con ngudi “thién tam”: biét giit 16, biét yéu thuong, bi€t cAm
thong va nang dd nhau moi ngay.

Pé khi ding truéc Hang P4, ta cim nhén riing: Anh sing di dén. Tinh Ngudi vAn con ddy. Va Thién Chda dang &
v6i chiing ta.

Vinh danh Thién Chiia trén troi, binh an dudi thé cho nguoi thién tam.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
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