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Dear parishioners and friends:

Recently, Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, the Holy See’s Secretary for Relations with States, traveled to
Moscow, where he met with government officials and members of the diplomatic community. He carried with him
a very clear message: the Holy See pursues a diplomacy that believes in peace.

Archbishop Gallagher acknowledged that dialogue in the midst of war is never easy. The longer a war continues,
the more victims there are, the deeper the wounds become, and the more difficult it is for people to sit down
together. Yet history shows us that wars ultimately have to end through negotiation, agreement, and the difficult
process of rebuilding relationships.

The Holy See does not make decisions for the parties involved. Instead, it does something more fundamental: it
continues to call for an end to violence, a return to dialogue, and a path toward peace. I believe this approach
should not belong only to Vatican diplomacy. It should also be the attitude of every Catholic.

Recently, I have noticed a troubling tendency on social media, and unfortunately, many Catholics have also been
drawn into it: taking sides, labeling people, publicly condemmng them, attacking them, and excluding them.
Simply because someone holds a different opinion, comes from a different place or does something with which we
disagree, that person is immediately judged and labeled.

Even more dangerous is when we convince ourselves that because we are defending the truth, we have the right to
use whatever words we want to attack others. But claiming to defend the truth does not make every way of
speaking right. When our words become a means of humiliating others, stirring up a crowd against them, creating
factions, or tearing people down, we need to ask ourselves: Is this still the way a disciple of Jesus Christ should
behave?

The Gospel teaches us something very practical: whenever people live together, there will inevitably be moments
when we hurt one another. Even within families, communities, and the Church, there will be misunderstandings,
disagreements, and failures. The important question is not how we can avoid every contlict, but how we choose to
deal with conflict when it happens.

A solution could be found in Matthew 18:15-20, which we heard a few Sundays ago: “If your brother sins against
you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone.” Jesus does not say: put the person’s faults on Facebook.
He does not say: gather people who agree with you and attack that person. He certainly does not tell us to exclude
that person. On the contrary, Jesus says: “Go to your brother.” That is the difference between a culture of public
condemnation and the culture of the Gospel.

If the Holy See can speak with those with whom there are profound disagreements, and continue to believe in the
possibility of dialogue, then we Catholics certainly cannot turn our families, parishes, communities, and social
media into battlefields. Before posting a comment, sharing an article, or publicly condemning someone, perhaps
we should ask ourselves: Does what I am about to say come from love? Does it open a path toward dialogue? Does
it help another person come closer to me rather than push them farther away? And most importantly: Are my words
building peace—or are they simply creating another battlefield?

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

M6i day, Dic Téng Gidm muc Paul Richard Gallagher, Ngoai trudng Toa Thanh, dd dé€n Moscow giip gd céc gi6i chic va dai
dién ngoai giao. Ngai mang theo mot st diép rat rd rang: Toa Thanh theo dudi mot nén ngoai giao tin tudng vao hoda binh.

Dic Téng Gidm muc nhin nhan ring ddi thoai gitta chién tranh khong bao git d& dang. Chién tranh cang kéo dai thi cang c6 thém
nan nhén, thém nhiing vét thuong va thém nhiing 1y do khién con ngudi khé ngdi lai v6i nhau. Nhung lich st cho thay chién tranh
cudi cling van phai két thiic bing mdt cudc thuong lugng, mot théa thuin va mot tién trinh ti 1p cdc mdi tuong quan.

Toa Thanh khdng quyét dinh thay cho cdc bén, nhung lam mdt viéc cin ban hon: khong ngiing kéu goi cham dit bao luc, mé lai
ddi thoai va tim ki€m con dudng hoa binh. Thiét nghi, 1ap trudng Ay khong chi danh cho ngoai giao Vatican. D6 cling phai Ia thdi
dd cta mdi ngudi Cong gido.

Dao gin day, t6i nhan thdy mot khuynh huéng ddng lo ngai trén mang xa hdi, va ddng ti&c 1a c6 khong it ngudi Cong gido cling
bi cudn vao: chia phe, d4n nhin, diu t&, cong kich va loai trif nhau. Chi vi mot ngudi c6 quan diém khéc, xuit than tit mot noi
khdc hay 1am mot viéc minh khong ddng tinh, ngudi Ay 1ap tdc bi phan xét va quy két.

Nguy hiém hon nifa 12 khi chiing ta nghi ring minh dang bao vé chan 1y nén c6 quyén ding bat cti 15i 1& nio dé tin cong ngudi
khac. Ay da. Khong phai ¢ nhan danh chén 1y thi moi cach néi ddu trd thanh ding. Khi 15i néi trd thanh phuong tién dé ha nhuc,
kich dong dam dong, chia phe va triét ha nhau, chiing ta cAn tu hdi: d6 con 13 cdch hanh x{ ctia ngudi mon d& Chia Kitd hay
khong?

Tin Miing day chiing ta mot diéu rat thuc t&: séng chung véi nhau thi khong thé tranh khéi nhiing lic 1am t&n thuong nhau. Ngay
ca trong gia dinh, cong doan hay Gido Hoi, van c6 hiéu 1Am, bat ddng va 16i pham. Diéu quan trong khong phai 1a 1am sao dé
khdng bao gid c6 xung dot, nhung 1a ching ta gidi quyét xung dot nhu thé nao.

Pdp 4n nidm trong Tin Miing Thdnh Matthéu 18,15-20 c4ch day vai Chida Nhat: “Néu ngudi anh em ctia anh trét pham tdi, thi
anh hiy di stia 16i n6, mdt minh anh véi né ma théi.” Chia khong bao: hiy dua chuyén ctia ngudi 4y 1én Facebook. Chia khdng
bdo: hiy tap hop nhiing ngudi ddng y v6i minh d€ tan cong ngudi y. Chia cang khdng néi loai trit ngudi ay. Ngudc lai, Chia
néi: “hdy di gip ngudi anh em.” D6 1a su khdc biét gifta viin héa diu t& va viin héa Tin Miing.

Né&u Toa Thanh vén c6 thé dén nhiing noi dang c6 chién tranh dé néi chuyén véi nhiing ngudi bat ddng va ti€p tuc tin vao kha
ning clia d6i thoai, thi ngudi Cong gido chiing ta cang khong thé bién gia dinh, gido xid, cong doan va mang xi hdi thanh nhiing
chién tuyén.

Thé gidi hom nay dd c6 qué nhiéu chia ré. Ngudi Cong gido khong can tao thém nhiing cudc chién méi. Trudc khi ding mot 16i
binh luén, chia s¢ mot bai viét hay 1én tiéng k&t 4n mot ngudi ndo d6, c6 1& chiing ta nén ty héi: diéu tdi sip néi c6 phat xuat ti
tinh thuong khéng? C6 mé ra mdt con dudng ddi thoai khdng? C6 gitip ngudi khdc d&n gin t6i khong? Va quan trong nhat: Loi
ndi cha tdi dang xAy dung hoa binh - hay chi dang tao thém mot chién trudng?

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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