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Sunday, March 15, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

The Election of Pope Leo XIV: The Last Surprise of Pope Francis, to be published in English by Orbis
Books on March 25, 2026, opens a fascinating window into one of the most unexpected moments in
recent Church history: the election of Pope Leo XIV in May 2025 — the first pope born in the United
States in the Catholic Church’s 2,000-year history.

The book reveals how Cardinal Robert Prevost, a quiet Augustinian friar from Chicago, steadily and
discreetly gained the confidence of his fellow cardinals as the conclave began. Though largely absent
from media speculation, he was quietly building trust where it mattered most — within the College of
Cardinals itself.

For decades, the idea of an American pope seemed improbable. As one cardinal reportedly observed, the
“military, economic, and cultural power” of the United States made such a choice appear politically
fraught. Many assumed the Church would avoid selecting someone from the world’s dominant
superpower to preserve its moral independence.

Yet Prevost confounded expectations. His humility, missionary heart, and international experience
reshaped the narrative. Having served for years in Chiclayo, Peru, he was seen not as a representative of
American power, but as a pastor formed by Latin America. Then Pope Francis later called him to Rome
to serve as Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops —tresponsible for overseeing the appointment of bishops
worldwide. In that position, though only for two years, he worked closely with cardinals across
continents, earning respect for his listening heart and balanced judgment.

Even earlier, as Superior General of the Augustinian Order, he had traveled extensively, building
relationships across the global Church — including with then-Archbishop Jorge Mario Bergoglio in
Buenos Aires. Over time, his low-profile leadership style and spiritual depth allowed cardinals to see
beyond nationality. In him, they did not see American geopolitical power; they saw a shepherd.

The pope is the visible head of the Catholic Church and the Vicar of Christ. His allegiance is to the
Gospel, not to geopolitical interests. When the cardinals elected an American, they were not endorsing
American power — they were affirming that grace transcends nationality. Under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, the cardinals did not choose a passport — they chose a pastor.

If anything, the election of Pope Leo XTIV demonstrates why there need never again be fear of choosing a
pope from any particular country. When the right man is chosen — a man of humility, missionary spirit,
and fidelity to Christ — his nationality becomes secondary. The Holy Spirit does not recognize borders.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chda Nhat, ngay 15 thang 3 nam 2026

Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Cu6n sich “The Election of Pope Leo XIV: The Last Surprise of Pope Francis,” s& dudc nha xuét ban Orbis Books
phét hanh bing tiéng Anh vao ngay 25 thang 3 nim 2026, md ra mot cdi nhin hap din vé mot trong nhiing bién cd bat
ngd nhat ctia Gido Hoi trong thdi dai gin diy: cudc bau chon Diic Gido Hoang Leo XIV vao thdng 5 nim 2025 - vi
gido hoang dAu tién sinh ra tai Hoa Ky trong lich st hon 2.000 nim ctia Gido Hoi Cong Gido.

Cudn sdch cho thay cach Dic Hong Y Robert Prevost, mot tu si thudc dong Augustind trAm ling dén tif Chicago, da
tiing budc nhe nhang chiém dudc 1ong tin ctia c4c hdng y khic khi mat nghi bit diu. Du hiu nhu khong xuat hién
trong nhiing suy dodn ctia gi6i truyén thong, ngai Am thim x4y dung su tin nhiém & noi quan trong nhat - ngay trong
chinh Hong Y Poan.

Trong nhiéu thap nién, y tudng vé mot gido hoang ngudi M§ dudng nhu rat khé x4y ra. Nhu mot vi hdng y tiing nhan
xét, “stic manh quan sy, kinh t€ va vin héa” ctia Hoa Ky khién viéc chon mdt gido hoang dén tii qudc gia nay cé vé
nhay cadm vé& mit chinh tri. Nhiéu ngusi cho ring Gido Hoi sé tranh chon mot vi dén tif siéu cudng hiang dau thé gisi
dé giit su doc 1ap vé luan ly.

Thé& nhung Diic Hong Y Prevost di 1am d4o ngugc moi du dodn. Su khiém nhudng, kinh nghiém truyén gido va muc
vu mang tinh ton cAu clia ngai di thay d6i cdch nhin ctia nhidu hdng y cii tri. Sau nhiéu nim phuc vu tai gido phan
Chiclayo, Peru, ngai khong dudc nhin nhu dai dién cho quyén Iuc Hoa Ky, nhung nhu mdt muc ti nhiét tim phuc vu
Gido Hoi tai Chau My Latinh. R6i sau d6 PGH Phanxico goi ngai vé Roma git chiic Téng truéng Bo Gidm muc -
chiu trach nhiém lya chon céc gidm muc trén toan th€ gidi. Trong vai trd nay, du chi phuc vu khoang hai nidm, ngai
d3 1am viéc gan giii v6i nhidu hong y tii khip cic chau luc va dugc kinh trong nhd kh niing 1ing nghe cling sy phan
dodn quan binh.

Trudc d6 nita, khi con 12 Bé Trén Tdng Quyén Dong Augustind, ngai da di khip thé gidi, xay dung cic méi tuong
quan trong Gido Hoi hoan vii - trong d6 c¢6 ca Diic Téng Giam muc khi 4y 12 PHY Jorge Mario Bergoglio tai Buenos
Aires. Theo dong thdi gian, phong cdch 1anh dao 4m thim va chiéu sau thiéng liéng ctia ngai da gidp c4c hdng y vuot
qua ranh giéi qudc tich. Noi ngai, ho khong nhin thay stic manh dia chinh tri ciia Hoa K¥; ho nhin thdy mdt muc ti.
Dudi su huéng din ctia Chda Thanh Than, cdc hong y da khong chon mdt cudn ho chiéu - ho da chon mot muc td.

Diic Gido Hoang 12 vi diing du hitu hinh ctia Gido Hoi Cong Gido va l1a Dai Dién clia Dic Kitd & trin gian. Su trung
thanh ctia ngai thudc vé Tin Miing, chif khong phéi vé bat ky 1¢i ich chinh tri ndo. Khi cdc hdng y bau chon mdt ngudi
MY, ho khong ¢d vii quyén luc ctia Hoa Ky - ho khang dinh ring an stng ctia Thién Chia vugt 1én trén moi bién gi6i
quoc gia.

Né&u c6 diéu gi dugc chiing minh qua bién ¢& nay, thi d6 1a: khong con 1y do gi dé e ngai viéc chon mot gido hoing
dén ti bat cif quoc gia ndo. Khi ngudi duge chon 1a ngudi xting hop - mot con ngudi khiém nhudng, c6 tim hon truyén
gido va trung thanh véi Pic Kito - thi qudc tich trd thanh diéu thid yéu. Chida Thanh Than khong cong nhén ldng ranh
bién gidi.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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