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Sunday, June 29, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

On the Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul — pillars of the Church — we are reminded of a lesson
that remains timeless: the lesson of peace.

Father Kim Long, the priest and well-known musician who has just returned to the Father’s house, left us
immortal hymns such as From Ages Past, My Soul Proclaim, and The Prayer of Peace. This song was
composed in 1961, amidst the Vietnam War and the global Cold War, with its heartfelt plea: “Lord, make
me an instrument of Your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love...”

Yet strangely, in many places, the Prayer of Peace is sung mainly at funerals. Is it sung for the deceased,
or for the living? The dead have found rest, but the living have yet to learn how to build peace.

Today’s world is full of instability: the Middle East aflame, Europe divided, the United States unsettled.
In part, this is because humanity has not learned the lessons of history. Is the fault with the people? Look
more closely: it is not simply people against people, or nation against nation. Much of it begins with
unstable leaders — those at the top of politics, society, and sometimes even religion — who lack a spirit
of reconciliation, the courage to build bridges, or the ability to guide others or break through for the sake
of peace.

Yet history has also seen those who dared to live differently: Mahatma Gandhi fought for independence
through nonviolence. St. Mother Teresa stooped to serve the poor, reminding humanity that loving the
poor 1is the path to lasting peace. Nelson Mandela rose above racial hatred to reconcile his nation. Martin
Luther King Jr. dreamed of a just society. Ronald Reagan called for the tearing down of the Berlin Wall,
opening the path to freedom. Gorbachev initiated perestroika, transforming an entire empire. In Vietnam,
President Ngé Pinh Di¢ém endeavored to preserve order and independence amid division and
superpowers’ pressure.

Herein lies the ancient lesson and the solution for finding peace: as humans, we are all flawed in one way
or another. Let God lead us. Peter himself was once unstable — he drew his sword and cut off a soldier’s
car when Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane. Paul (Saul) hunted and persecuted Christians everywhere.
But once they let God lead them, both became instruments of peace, proclaiming the Good News to all
peoples. No longer building walls of hatred, they became bridges between God and humankind.

Today, if humanity does not let God guide it, people will remain lost, convinced of their own rightness yet
spreading pain. History’s lesson remains unlearned; the Prayer of Peace remains merely a song sung at
gravesides rather than a way of life for the living.

May cach of us today, amid unstable times, become an instrument of God’s peace — ready to forgive, to
love, and to build bridges instead of walls.

“Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace!”
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 29 thang 6 nim 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong B va Anh Chi Em:

Nhan dip}é kinh hai Th4dnh Tong D Phéro va Phaold - nhiing tru cot ctia Hdi Thanh - chiing ta dugc nhic nhé mot
bai hoc van chua cii: bai hoc hoa binh.

Cha Kim Long, vi linh muc nhac si vita méi tré vé nha Cha, da dé lai nhiing bai Thanh Ca bét hii nhu T Ngan Xua,
Linh Hon Téi va Kinh Hoa Binh. Bai hat ra d6i ndm 1961, gitia chién tranh Viét Nam va thé gidi chién tranh lanh, véi
16i khén cAu tha thiét: “Lay Chda tif nhan, xin cho con biét mén yéu va phung su Chda trong moi ngudi...”

Thé nhung thét la, nhiéu noi hét Kinh Hoa Binh khi chon cét ké chét. Hit cho ngudi da khuat hay cho ngudi con song?
Ngudi chét da yén nghi, con ngudi song van chua biét xay dung binh an.

Thé giéi hdm nay ddy su bat 6n: Trung Pong ita dan, Chau Au chia r&, Hoa Ky xdo tron. Mot phan vi con ngudi chua
thudc bai hoc lich sit. Phéi chiing 15i tai din? That ra, nhin cho k¥, khong hén dan chéng dan, nudc chéng nudc. Mot
phan 16n khéi dau 1a do céc nha lanh dao bat &n, nhiing ngudi diing dau chinh tri, xa hdi, d6i khi ca ton gido, nhung
lai thi€u mot tAm long hoa gidi, thi€u can ddm xay ciu, chi khéo dung tudng, hay don gi4n 1a khong c6 kha ning dan
dit ngudi khac hay khong biét dot pha tim ngd ngach cho hoa binh.

Nhung lich st ciing tiing c¢6 nhiing con ngudi ddm sdng khic: Mahatma Gandhi d4u tranh bat bao dong danh ddc 1ap.
Me Thanh Teresa cti minh phuc vu ngudi ngheo, nhic nhan loai biét yéu ngudi ngheo 14 con dudng hoa binh bén
viing. Nelson Mandela d vugt qua han thi ching toc d€ hoa giai dan toc. Martin Luther King mo vé mot xa hdi cong
bing. Ronald Reagan kéu goi pha Biic Tudng Berlin, mé 15i cho tu do. Gorbachev khéi dau cai cich perestroika, thay
d6i ci mot d& ché. G Viét Nam, Téng Théng Ngo Dinh Diém tiing c& ging giii ky cucng va doc 1ap giita chia 1& va
4p luc qudc t&.

Va day la bai hoc clia ngudi xua va giai phap tim ra hoa binh. Con ngudi ching ta khong dd cai nay ciing dd cai khac.
Hay d€ Chda dan ddt. Phérd ciing ting bat 6n, da rdt guom chém diit tai vién linh khi Chda bi bét trong vuon Cay
DAu. Phaold (Sauld) tling lung bit, bach hai Kitd hitu khip noi. Nhung khi dé€ Chida din dit, c hai da trd thanh khi
cu binh an va loan b4do Tin Miing cho mudn dan. Ho khong con x4y han thti ma trd thanh chiéc ciu ndi gitta Thién
Chua va con ngud6i.

Ngay nay, néu nhan loai khong dé Chia dan dit, ngudi ta s& tiép tuc lac 161, c tudng minh diing ma gieo dau thuong.
Bai hoc lich sti van chua thudc, “Kinh Hoa Binh” van chi 1a bai hat cat 1én bén mo, chif chua thanh 161 sdng cho ngudi
dang song.

Xin mbi ngudi hom nay, gitta thdi cudc bat 6n, hay trd thanh khi cu binh an ctia Chia - biét tha thd, biét yéu thucng,
biét xay cau thay vi dung tudng.

“Lay Chda, xin hdy dung con nhu khi cu binh an cua Chda!”

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chéanh xd
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