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Sunday, October 11, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

I had the extraordinary privilege of attending the Beatification Mass of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen on September
24,2026, at The Dome at America’s Center in St. Louis, Missouri. Nearly 50,000 faithful gathered for this historic
occasion, together with 89 bishops, approximately 1,000 priests, 850 seminarians, nearly 250 deacons, and some
1,600 men and women religious. At the beginning of his homily, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle, the Papal Legate of
Pope Leo X1V, solemnly introduced the new Blessed as “a son of Illinois, a son of the United States of America,
and indeed, a son of the world.”

From a young boy growing up in a small town in Illinois, Fulton Sheen became one of the most renowned Catholic
preachers on American television. With little more than a blackboard, a piece of chalk, and an extraordinary gift
for communicating the faith, his television program Life Is Worth Living brought the message of the Gospel into
millions of homes. A few months before Sheen’s death, Saint John Paul II met and embraced him at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in New York and said to him, “You have written and spoken well of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

During the Beatification Mass, a relic from Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s jaw was solemnly carried to the altar. The
symbolism was particularly moving: this was the very part of his body associated with the voice that had
proclaimed Christ to millions of people.

Yet amid the joy of that day, it was easy to forget that the most famous priest on American television had once
seemed unlikely ever to reach the day of his beatification. A farm boy from a small town few people had ever heard
of. A blackboard. A piece of chalk. A miracle that doctors could not explain. A prolonged legal battle between the
Archdiocese of New York and the Diocese of Peoria over the resting place of his own remains. Then came
controversies and serious questions that brought the cause for his beatification almost to a complete halt.

It is difficult to imagine just how close Fulton Sheen came to being forgotten by history. Yet perhaps the new
Blessed would not have been surprised at all. Throughout his life, he preached the mystery of the Cross. He once
said, “Unless souls are saved by accepting crosses, they are not saved at all.” And he often returned to the words
of Saint John the Baptist as a secret of the Christian life: “He must increase, but I must decrease.”

To decrease before success. To decrease before fame. To decrease before praise. To decrease even when we are
misunderstood. And, if necessary, to accept being forgotten by the world—as long as Christ is remembered.

Fulton Sheen was once one of the most recognizable Catholic figures in America. Millions knew his name.
Millions listened to his voice. Yet in the end, his life reminds us that holiness is not measured by how many people
know our name, but by how many people, through our lives, come to know the Name of Jesus Christ.

Perhaps this is the final homily Blessed Fulton Sheen has left us: Do not be afraid to be forgotten, as long as Christ
is remembered.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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Chua Nhat, ngay 11 thang 10 ndm 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Téi c6 mot co hoi that dic biét duge tham du Thénh 1 tuyén phong Chan Phudc cho Diic Téng Giam muc Fulton J. Sheen, ngay
24 thang 9 ndm 2026, tai The Dome at America’s Center, thanh phd St. Louis, bang Missouri. Khoang 50.000 tin hitu, cing véi
89 gidm muc, khoang 1.000 linh muc, 850 chlng sinh, gan 250 phé t& va khoang 1.600 nam nii tu si d quy tu @& tham dy bién
cd lich st nay. M& diu bai giang, Pic Hong Y Luis Antonio Tagle, Pic sd cia Pic Thanh Cha Leo XIV, da long trong gi6i
thiéu vi tdn Chan Phuéc: “Mot ngudi con ctia Illinois, mdt ngudi con cia Hoa Ky, va qua that, mdt ngudi con cta ca thé gidi.”

Tit mot ciu bé 16n 1én tai mdt thi trAn nhd ctia bang Illinois, Chan phudc Fulton Sheen di trd thanh nha giing thuyét Cong gido
ndi tiéng nhat trén truyén hinh Hoa K¥. Chi véi mdt tim bang den, mdt vién phan va tai hiing bién dic biét, chuong trinh Life Is
Worth Living - Cudc Doi That Pdang S6ng - clia ngai di dem st diép Tin Miing vao hang triéu gia dinh. Vai thang trudc khi qua
dai, ngai dugc Thanh Gido hoang Gioan Phaol6 II gép gb va 6m tai Nha thd Chinh toa St. Patrick 6 New York. Pic Thanh Cha
d4 néi véi ngai: “Pic cha di viét va gidng rat hay vé& Dic Giésu Kito.”

Trong Thanh 1& tuyén phong Chan Phudc, thanh tich xuong ham ctia Piic Tdng Gidm muc Fulton Sheen dugc long trong cung
nghinh 1én ban thd. Hinh dnh 4y mang mot y nghia that dic biét: d6 chinh 14 phan than thé gin lién véi tiéng néi di tiing rao giang
bic Kit6 cho hang triéu con ngudi.

Thé nhung, giita niém vui cia nghy hom 4y, ngudi ta c6 thé dé dang quén ring vi linh muc ndi tiéng nhat trén truyén hinh Hoa
K¥ di c6 ldc tudng chiing nhu khong bao gis ¢6 thé tién dén ngay dudc tuyén phong Chin Phudc. Mot ciu bé nha qué dén tii mot
thi trAn nhé ma {t ngudi tling nghe tén. Mot tim bang den. Mot vién phan. Mot phép la ma cic bac si khong thé gidi thich. Mot
cudc chién phép 1y kéo dai gilia Tong Gido phan New York va Gido phan Peoria chi dé gidi quyét noi an nghi ctia chinh ngai. Roi
nhiing tranh ci va nghi vin nghiém trong d&n miic tién trinh tuyén phong Chan Phudc gin nhu bi dinh lai hoan toan.

That khé tudng tugng ngai da c6 ldc dén gin vé6i nguy co bi lich st 1ang quén dén midc ndo. Nhung c6 1& vi tin Chan Phudc Fulton
Sheen chiing ngac nhién chit nao. Bdi vi sudt cudc doi, ngai da rao giang v& mau nhiém Thanh Gid. Ngai tiing néi: “Ai khong
d6n nhan Thanh Gi4 thi cling khong dén nhan Pic Kitd.” Va ngai thudng trd v& véi 16i ctia Thanh Gioan T4y Gia nhu mot bi
quyét cho ddi song Kitd hitu: “Ngudi phdi 16n 1én, con tdi phii nho lai.” Nho lai true thanh cong. Nho lai true danh tiéng. Nho
lai tru6c nhiing 15i khen ngdi. Nho lai ngay c4 khi minh bi hi€u 1Am. Va n&u can, chap nhan c viéc bi ngudi ddi lang quén - mién
sao bic Kité duge nhé dén.

Fulton Sheen tiing 13 mdt trong nhiing khuén mit Cong gido ndi tiéng nhat nudc My. Hang triéu ngudi biét tén ngai. Hang triéu
ngudi ling nghe ti€ng néi clia ngai. Nhung cudi ciing, chinh cudc ddi ngai lai nhic ching ta ring su thanh thién khong nim &
viéc c6 bao nhiéu ngudi biét d&n tén minh, nhung & viée qua cudc ddi minh, cé bao nhiéu ngudi biét @&n Danh Diic Giésu Kito.

C6 1€ @6 ciing chinh 12 bai giang cudi ciing ma Chan Phudc Fulton Sheen @ lai cho ching ta: Pling s¢ bi ling quén, mién 1a Diic

Kitd dudc nhé dén.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xd
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