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Sunday, July 19, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

In the Gospel of John, Jesus declares: “The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11).
Throughout the history of the Church, these words have been lived not merely as an ideal, but as a reality
written in the blood of countless shepherds who remained faithful to Christ and to their people.

One such witness was the American bishop Francis Xavier Ford (1892-1952), a Maryknoll missionary
and Bishop of Kaying in China. When the Communist regime took control of China in the early 1950s,
many foreign missionaries were forced—or chose—to leave. Bishop Ford could have done the same.
Instead, he deliberately chose to remain with his flock. He was arrested, imprisoned, tortured, and
eventually died in prison on February 21, 1952. Today, the Church honors him as a Servant of God,
recognizing his heroic witness to the faith.

In neighboring Laos, Father Joseph Luong Thao Tien (1918-1954), the first native Laotian priest of the
Diocese of Thanh Hoa, also had the opportunity to flee as war engulfed the region. Yet he remained with
the Catholics of Sam Neua. Arrested by the Pathet Lao in 1953, he endured severe suffering before being
executed by firing squad on June 2, 1954, at only thirty-five years of age. In 2016, Pope Francis beatified
him together with sixteen other martyrs of Laos.

In Vietnam, Father Alphonsus Nguyén Dac Diém (1934-1969), a Redemptorist missionary serving the
mission of An Piém in the Chau O region (present-day Binh Son District, Quang Ngai Province), made
the same courageous choice. As the war intensified, many urged him to spend the nights in the safer town
of Chau O. He refused, choosing instead to remain with his parishioners. During an attack in the early
morning of February 23, 1969, he boldly declared, “I am not a soldier. I am a priest.” Moments later, he
was shot and killed. He was only thirty-five years of age.

Most recently, on July 2, the Church joyfully welcomed Blessed Francis, Xavier Truong Biru Diép
(1897-1946) among the ranks of the Beatified. Faced with violence at Tac Say Parish in 1946, his
superiors advised him to seek safety. He declined, saying, “If I live with my parishioners, I will also die
with them.” His courageous decision saved many of his parishioners, while he himself surrendered his life
for his flock.

These witnesses, now beatified or on the path to sainthood, shared one remarkable characteristic: they all
had the opportunity to leave, yet freely chose to stay. They did not seek personal safety but remained
present with the people entrusted to their care. They did not flee from danger but embraced the fate of
their flock. Their fidelity became their greatest testimony to the Gospel.

Today, not every shepherd is called to shed his blood, but every shepherd is called to possess the same
heart: to remain with the flock, especially in moments of suffering, uncertainty, and trial. In doing so, they
reflect Christ Himself—the Good Shepherd—who never abandons His sheep.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trong Tin Miing theo Thanh Gioan, Chiia Giésu khing dinh: “Ngudi muc tif nhan lanh hy sinh mang séng minh vi
doan chién.” (Ga 10,11). Lich stt Hdi Thanh qua moi thdi dai da chiing minh ring 15i 4y khong chi 1a mot 1y tuéng,
nhung 13 mot thuc tai dude viét nén bing chinh mau ctia biét bao vi muc ti.

Vi gidm muc ngudi My 1a Bic Cha Francis Xavier Ford (1892-1952), nha truyen glao Dong Maryknoll va la Gidm
muc Kaying (Trung Qudc), di c6 thé di rdi Trung Qudc khi ché dd Cong san 1én nim quyén diu thap nién 1950.
Nhiéu nha truyén gido di budc phai ra di. Nhung ngai quyét dinh & lai v6i doan chién. Sau d6 ngai bi bét, bi giam
cam, tra tdn va ngudc dii, ngai qua doi trong nha t ngay 21 thdng 2 nim 1952. Hém nay, Hoi Thanh ton kinh ngai
1a Pang Dang Kinh Tdi T6 Chia, nhu mdt chiing nhan anh diing cta ddc tin.

Tai nuéc Lao, Cha Giuse Luong Thao Tién (1918-1954), vi linh muc tién khéi ngudi Lao thudc Gido phan Thanh
Hoa, cling da c6 co hdi di tan khi chién tranh ngay cang khdc liét. Thé nhung, ngai nhit quyét & lai véi gido dan SAm
Nita (Dong Bic nudc Lao). Bi quén Pathet Lao bt ndm 1953, chiu nhiéu cuc hinh, va cudi cung bi xu bén vao ngay
2 thdng 6 nim 1954 khi méi 35 tudi. Nim 2016, ngai dugc Dic Thanh Cha Phanxico ton phong 1én hang Chan phudc
cung véi 16 vi t dao Lao.

Tai Viét Nam, Cha Anphongsd Nguyen buc Dlem (1934-1969), linh myc Dong Chda Cdu Thé, phuc vu tai gido
diém An Piém thudc ving truyen gido Chau o) (nay thudc huyén Binh Son, tinh Quéang Ngal) Khi chlen tranh leo
thang, nhleu ngudi khuyén ngai vé Chau o) nghi dém d€ trdnh nguy hi€ém. Nhung cha tlii chdi. Ngai mudn & lai chia
sé cudc sdng véi gido dan. Trong cude tan cong vao rang sang ngay 23 thang 2 ndm 1969, cha hién ngang tuyen bo:
“T6i khong phai 12 linh, t6i 1a Linh muc.” It phdt sau, ngai bi bin chét ngay trudc mit gido dan. Ngai méi 35 tudi.

Va méi day, ngay 2 thang 7 viia qua, Hoi Thanh han hoan dén nhian Cha Phanxic6 Xavié Truong Btiu Diép (1897-
1946) vao hang Chan phudc. Trudc bao luc va hiém nguy tai ho dao Tic Say ndm 1946, bé trén khuyén ngai tim
dudng lanh nan, nhung Cha da tit chdi va khing dinh: “T6i séng vdi gido dan thi ciing sé chét ciing ho”. Chinh su chon
lya Ay da ctiu s6ng nhiéu gido dan, con chinh ngai hién ding mang s6ng minh vi doan chién.

Diém chung ndi cdc vi tii dao Ay that cAm ddng: cic ngai déu cd co hoi ra di, nhung da tu nguyén & lai. Cdc ngai
khdng chon su an toan cho ban than, nhung chon su hién dién gitia doan chién. C4c ngai khong bd chay truéc hiém
nguy, nhung & lai d€ chia sé s6 phan véi nhiing ngudi minh phuc vu. Chinh su trung thanh Ay di trd thanh chiing t4
hiing hdn nhat cho Tin Miing.

Ngay nay, khong phai moi muc ti déu dugc mdi goi d6 mau, nhung tit ca déu dugc mdi goi s6ng cting mot tinh than:
& lai v6i doan chién, nhat 1a trong nhiing lic khé khan, thit thach va dau khd. D6 chinh 12 dung mao ctia Chda Kitd,
Ngudi Muc Tt Nhan Lanh, Dang khong bao gid bd roi dan chién ctia minh.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tudéng
Chénh xd
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