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Vian Phong Linh Muc Chanh Xit - Office of the Pastor

From the Fastor' s @@S’é

Sunday, November 30, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Around the world, the lighting of the Christmas tree has become a cherished tradition that marks the
beginning of the Christmas season. In cities like New York, thousands gather each year at Rockefeller
Center as the enormous tree comes to life with millions of sparkling lights—symbolizing joy, unity, and the
hope that Christmas brings. On the West Coast, San Francisco hosts its own beloved celebration at Union
Square, drawing families and visitors from near and far to witness the moment when darkness is
transformed into brilliance. These traditions all point to a shared truth: the light of Christmas is stronger than
any darkness we face.

This year, for the first time, Our Lady of La Vang Catholic Church will host its own Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony—the only tree-lighting celebration taking place in downtown San José. The ceremony will be
held on Friday, December 5, 2025, beginning with Mass at 6:00 PM, followed by the tree lighting at 7:00
PM on the church grounds. With the city not holding a public lighting ceremony this year, our parish
becomes a visible sign of joy and hope for the surrounding community. Remarkably, this event is also a
milestone: it is the first time a Vietnamese Catholic parish in our area has ever hosted an outdoor Christmas
Tree Lighting.

The lighting of the tree is more than a festive moment; it is a proclamation of faith. As Christians, we believe
that Christ is the Light who enters our world to scatter the shadows of fear, division, and despair. When the
tree is lit, we celebrate the truth spoken in the Gospel of John: “The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.” (Jn 1:5) In this season of Advent, the Christmas tree stands as a reminder that
hope is not fragile. Hope is alive, radiant, and powerful.

This beautiful celebration has been prepared by the Acutis Group — Young Men in Black, a newly founded
and rapidly growing youth leadership group at our parish. Their creativity, hard work, and joyful spirit have
built not only the Christmas tree itself but also a new tradition for the entire community. They have planned,
prepared, and led every step of this celebration—offering their time, strength, and enthusiasm as a gift to the
parish. Their presence is a sign that the future of the Church is bright.

As we gather for our first-ever tree lighting, we seek to share this message with our parish and our city:
- In a world searching for hope, we choose to shine.
In a time of division, we choose unity.
- In the midst of darkness, we proclaim the Light of Christ.

May this Christmas Tree Lighting become a yearly tradition that brings our parish family together and
radiates the message of peace, joy, and faith to all who pass through downtown San José. To capture the
spirit of this moment, we share this simple, beautiful reflection often used at lighting ceremonies: “A single
light can defy the darkness. But many lights together can transform the world.”

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chua Nhat, ngay 30 thang 11 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Trén khap thé gidi, nghi thic thip sang cay thong Giang Sinh da tr¢ thanh mot truyén théng than thuong mé dau
cho mua G1ang Sinh. Tai New York, moi ndm ¢6 hang ngan ngudi quy tu v& Rockefeller Center dé chung klen
khoanh khic cay thong khong 15 bung sang vo1 hang tri¢u anh dén 14p lanh—bidu twong clia niém vui, su hi¢p nhit
va niém hy vong ma 1& Gidng Sinh mang dén. O Ving Vinh, tai thanh pho San Francisco cling ¢o budi thap sang
cdy thong ndi tiéng ¢ Union Square thu hut cac g1a dinh va du khach tur khap noi dén chiém ngudng khoanh khic
bong t6i duoc bién thanh anh sang ruc 0. Tat ca nhung truyén théng d6 déu dién ta mét chan Iy chung: 4nh séng
cua Giang Sinh ludn manh hon bét ct bong tdi ndo.

Nam nay, 13n dau tién, Gido xr Ptrc M¢ La Vang s¢ t6 chirc Nghi Thire Thip Sang Cay Thong Gidng Slnh—cung
13 budi thip sang duy nhét dién ra tai trung tim thanh phé San Jose. Ngh1 thure s€ dién ra vao Thir Sdu, ngay 5 thang
12 nam 20235, véi Thanh 12 IGe 6:00 t6i, theo sau 1a nghi thire thip sang lac 7:00 ti & trude cira nha tho. Vi thanh
pho khong t6 chirc 12 thip séng cong cdng trong nam nay, nén nha thd cua chung ta tré nén mot dau chi song dong
ctia niém vui va niém hy vong cho cong dong chung quanh. Dic biét hon nita, day 1a mot ddu mée lich su: 13n dau
tién mot gido xu Cong Gido Viét Nam trong ving to chirc ngh1 thirc thip sang cdy Giang Sinh ngoai troi.

Viéc thip sang cay thong khong chi 1a mot khoanh khic vui tuoi; do con la mot 161 tuyén xung duc tin. La Kito
hu'u ching ta tin rang Chua Kit6 chinh la Anh Sang budc vao trin gian d¢ xua tan bong t6i cua so hdi, chia ré va
thit vong. Khi cay thong duoc thap sang, ching ta cu hanh chan ly duoc tuyén b trong Tin Ming Gioan: “Anh
sang chidu soi trong bong t01 va bong toi da khong diét dugce anh sang.” (Ga 1,5) Trong Mua Vong nay, cay thong
Gi4ng Sinh nhic chiing ta ring niém hy vong khong hé mong manh. Hy vong luén séng dong, ruc r& va day ste
manh.

Budi cu hanh tuyét dep nay dang dugce chuan bi boi Nhoém Acutis — Young Men in Black, mét nhom tré méi duge
thanh 1ap va dang phat trién manh me tai gido xtr. Sy sang tao, nhiét huy¢t va tinh than vui twoi cua céc ban tré
khong chi gop phan dung nén cay thong Giang Sinh, ma con khol dau mot truyen thong maoi cho ca cong doan
Céc em 1én ké hoach, chudn bi va dam trach moi khau ciia budi cu hanh—cong hién thot gian, sirc luc va niém
héng say nhu mét mon qua danh cho gido xu. Su hién dién cua cdc em 14 dau chi cho thay twong lai cua Gido Hoi
that twoi sang.

Khi chiing ta quy tu cho budi thap séng Cdy Giang Sinh dau tién nay, ching ta muén gui dén céng doan va thanh
phd mot thong dlep

- Trong mét the gidi dang tim kiém hy vong, ching ta chon tré nén dnh sang.

- Trong thoi d;em chia r&, chung ta chon sy hi¢p nhét.

- Gitra bong t61, ching ta tuyén xung Anh Sang cua Puc Kito.

Uéc gi Nghi Thuc Thip Sang Cay Thong Giang Sinh ndy tro thanh truyén thong hing ndm, quy tu gia dinh gido
XU va lan toa thong dlep binh an, niém vui va duc tin dén tat ca nhung ai di ngang trung tam thanh phé San Jose.
Pé dién ta tinh than ctia khoanh khic nay, chung ta muon mot cau suy niém gian di nhung su sac, thuong duoc
doc trong cac 18 thap sang “Mot ngon dén ¢o thé xua tan bong tHi. Nhu‘ng nhiéu 4nh dén cung nhau ¢6 thé 1am
bung sang ca thé gibi.’

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xtr
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