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Sunday, March 30, 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

April 1st is widely known as April Fools” Day—a day filled with pranks, lighthearted tricks, and playful
teasing, often ending in laughter and the classic exclamation: “April Fools!” But did you know that the
origins of this day are linked to Pope Gregory XIII and a historical event over 400 years ago?

In October 1582, Pope Gregory XIII introduced the Gregorian calendar, which remains the standard
calendar for most of the world today. One major change in this calendar was moving New Year’s Day from
March 25 to January 1. However, not everyone received the news promptly, and many—especially in rural
parts of France and Europe—continued celebrating the New Year around the old date, from March 25 to
April 1. These people gradually became the subject of mockery and pranks and were labeled as “fools.”

Looking deeper, April 1st is more than just a day for jokes and laughter—it carries symbolic layers worth
reflecting on:

1. The Fool as a Mirror: In mythology and literature, the fool is not just a comic figure; often, they are the
ones who dare to speak the truth—even in the courts of kings. Symbolically, the fool reflects ourselves.
Pranks that “catch us off guard” reveal our gullibility, pride, or blind spots that we might not notice. As
Shakespeare once wrote: “The fool thinks he is wise, but the wise man knows himself to be a fool.”

2. An Invitation to Let Go: April Fools’ Day invites us to laugh at ourselves—to release stress, pride, and
perfectionism. Symbolically, it is a gentle reminder that we sometimes take life too seriously.

3. The Trickster’s Path: Across many cultures, the trickster figure is one who breaks the rules to bring
about transformation—Ilike Loki in Norse mythology or Coyote in Native American traditions.
Symbolically, the trickster embodies creativity and renewal. April 1st stirs what seems settled, challenges
assumptions, and opens new ways of seeing—even if through laughter.

4. A Threshold of Transformation: April 1st lies at the threshold of spring—a season of blossoming, hope,
and surprises. Symbolically, it represents transformation and the unpredictable. What seems foolish today
might be the seed of wisdom tomorrow.

In the end, life is full of burdens and pressure. But we can still choose to carry hope, to live with joy, and to
treat one another gently. Perhaps that is part of the path to holiness. Saint Philip Neri, the patron saint of joy
and laughter, once said: “The true way to advance in holy virtues is to advance in holy cheerfulness.”

Wishing you a joyful and peaceful Laetare Sunday!
Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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Chtia Nhat, ngay 30 thang 3 ndm 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 1 thang 4 hing nim dugc biét dén rong rai 1a Ngay C4 Thang Tu - mot ngiy ma ngudi ta choi khim, bay trd dua vui véi
nhau, va thudng két thiic bing ti€ng cudi va cu néi “C4 thang Tu!”. Nhung ban c6 biét ngudn gdc clia ngay nay c6 lién hé dén
biic Gido hoang Grégorid XIII va mot su kién lich st cach diy hon 400 ndm?

Vio thdng 10 nim 1582, Pic Gido Hoang Grégdrid XIII di ban hanh Lich Grégorio - lich ma phin 16n thé gidi dang st dung
ngay nay. Mot trong nhiing thay d6i 16n nhat 1a doi ngay diu nim mdi tif ngay 25 thang 3 sang ngay 1 thang 1. Tuy nhién, khong
phai ai ciing nfim dudc thong tin nay, va nhiéu ngudi - dic biét tai cic ving thon qué & Phdp va Chau Au - vén tiép tuc in miing
nim mdi vao khoang thdi gian cii, kéo dai tii ngay 25 thang 3 dén ngay 1 thang 4. Nhiing ngudi nay dan tré thanh dé tai choc gheo
ctia thién ha, bi goi la “nhiing ké ngdc¢” va bi choi khim.

Nhin siu hon, ngay 1 thiang 4 khong chi don thuan 14 mot dip @& dua gidn, ma con mang nhiing 16p nghia biéu tigng ddng suy
gim. Duéi ddy 12 vai géc nhin.

1. Ké ngde nhu mét tAm guong soi chiéu: Trong thin thoai va viin chuong, “ké ngdc” khong chi 12 ngudi giy cudi ma thudng lai
1a ngudi d4m néi 1én sy that - ngay ca trong triéu dinh ctia vua chia. Biéu tugng: Ké ngdc 1a tim guong phéan chiéu chinh ching
ta. Nhitng trd dua bat ngd 1am 16 ra su ca tin, tu cao, hodc khd khao ma chiing ta khdng tu nhin ra. Nhu Shakespeare tling viét:
“Ké ngdc tudng minh khon, con ngudi khon lai biét minh 12 ké ngdc.”

2. Loi moi goi budng bo: Ngiy C4 Thang Tu mdi chiing ta cudi véi chinh minh, budng bé su cing thing, dp lc, va tinh ciu
toan. Biéu tugng: Mot nhic nhd nhe nhang ring d6i khi chiing ta cAn séng nhe nhang hon, don sd hon, va bét nghiém trong véi
cudc doi.

3. Con dudng ctia “ké lita”: Trong nhiéu nén vin héa, “ké 1iia” (trickster) 12 nhin vat phd v& quy luat @& dem lai chuyén héa -
nhu Loki trong than thoai Bic Au hay Coyote trong truyén thng ban dia chau My. Biéu tugng: Su sang tao va ddi mdi. Ngay 1
thang 4 khudy dong nhiing gi tudng nhu &n dinh, dit lai vin d&, mé ra nhitng géc nhin méi - dit chi bing mot trang cusi.

4. Ngudng ciia cha su bién ddi: Ngay 1 thang 4 dién ra ngay diu mila xuén - mila clia su séng bing nd, clia hy vong va nhiing
diu bat ngd. Biéu tugng: Bién ddi va su khé ludng. Diéu hom nay ¢ vé ngdc nghéch, c6 thé lai 1a hat giéng clia sy khén ngoan
ngay mai.

Tém lai, giita bao bon bé va dp lic ctia cude sdng, chiing ta van c6 thé chon cdch séng bét cing thing véi nhau, va mang 14y niém
vui va hy vong. Biét dau d6 lai chinh 1a con dudng nén thanh? Théanh Philip Neri, vi thdnh ctia tiéng cudi va niém vui tling néi:
“Con dudng dich thuc d€ tién budc trong cdc nhan diic thanh thién 12 budc di trong niém vui thdnh thién.”

Chiic anh chi em mot Chida Nhat Laetare tran ¢y niém vui va binh an.
Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuong
Chanh xd

Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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