Gido Xw Viét Nam Diac Me La Vang
Our Lady of La Vang Parish

Vian Phong Linh Muc Chanh Xit - Office of the Pastor

From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, October 12 2025

Dear parishioners and friends:

Today our parish organizes a procession to honor the Blessed Mother under many of her titles. Some of these titles
may sound paradoxical at first: if she is called “Our Lady of Silence,” how can she also be the one who “Bestows
Graces” or “Keeps Watch”? If she is known as “Our Lady without Hands,” how can she possibly “Undo Knots™?
Let us explore the origin and meaning of several of these titles of Mary.

Our Lady of Grace — This is a familiar image of Mary standing on the globe, with her hands open, rays of light
streaming down upon humanity. Its origin is the apparitions of the Blessed Mother to St. Catherine Labour¢ in
1830, when she gave her the model of the “Miraculous Medal.” What is the meaning of this title? Mary is the
channel of divine blessings from the Heart of Jesus to the world. She keeps nothing for herself, but pours out grace
upon her children.

Our Lady of Silence — This is a more recent title promoted by Pope Francis. He had an icon placed at the Vatican
depicting Mary with a finger held to her lips. In a noisy world, she reminds us to listen, pray, contemplate, and
recognize God’s voice in silence. What is the meaning of this title? If “Our Lady Help of Christians™ is about
protective strength, then “Our Lady of Silence” teaches us the inner power of peace and listening. These two
aspects complement each other.

Our Lady of the Guard (Notre Dame de la Garde) — This title is connected to a famous shrine in Marseille,
France. Since the 13th century, the people of this port city have entrusted themselves to Mary as their “Guardian,”
especially against the sea, storms, and wars. Today, her statue holding the Child Jesus still stands tall over the city.
What is the meaning of this title? Mary is like a mother keeping vigil at night, never sleeping, always protecting
us in life’s storms.

Our Lady without Hands — Unlike traditional titles, this is a local devotion born from a damaged statue that had
lost both hands and was once discarded. The community rescued it and placed it in the church. At first glance, it
seemed incomplete. Yet the very “lack of hands™ carried a spiritual message: Mary has no hands because she wants
to borrow ours to continue her work of care, support, and compassion. What is the meaning of this title? She
entrusts us with her mission—to become her hands in daily life, bringing love and service to others.

Our Lady, Undoer of Knots — This devotion began in Augsburg, Germany, in the 17th century. The Blessed
Mother is invoked as the one who untangles the “knots” of family conflicts, marriages, work, or inner struggles.
Pope Francis helped spread this devotion widely. What is the meaning of this title? Mary does not perform
miracles by breaking problems apart; rather, she patiently loosens each knot with tenderness, restoring peace and
harmony.

The titles of Mary, though varied, are not contradictory. On the contrary, they reveal the many facets of God’s love
reflected in her: at times strong in protection, at other times silent in prayer; at times pouring out graces, at other
times entrusting responsibility to us. Whether she is the “Guardian” or the “Mother without Hands,” the “Bestower
of Graces” or the “Mother of Silence,” all lead us to the same truth: Mary is always present, always active, and
always calling us to be instruments of God’s love in the world.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Chuia Nhat, ngay 12 thang 10 nam 2025

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chij Em:

Hom nay gido xit chiing ta td chifc cudc rude ton vinh Diic Me duéi nhiéu tidc hiéu. Mot sd céc tude hidu nghe qua tudng
nhu trdi ngudc nhau: Da goi la Pic Me Thinh Ling thi c6 vé 1a “khong quan tAm”, thi sao ma “Ban On” hay “Canh Giti”
dugc? Diic Me “cut tay” thi sao ma gd r6i? Hay tim hi€u ngudn géc va y nghia clia mot vai tude hidu vé Pic Me dudi day.

Diic Me Ban On - Biic tugng c¢6 ngudn gdc tii c4c 1an Dic Me hién ra véi Thanh Catherine Labouré vao nim 1830, khi
Me ban cho th4dnh nit mAu anh ctia “Anh Phép La”. Y nghia ctia tu6c hiéu nay la gi? Me Maria 1a kénh chuyén cdc on lanh
thiéng liéng tif Trdi Tim Chia Giésu dén thé gi6i. Me khdng giii gi cho riéng minh, nhung tudn dd an siing xuéng cho céc
con cai Me.

DPiic Me Thinh Ling - Pay 12 mot tudc hiéu méi mé, duge Pic ¢8 Gido Hoang Phanxico ¢d vo. Ngai cho treo mdt biic anh
Diic Me Thinh Ling vé6i ngén tay dit trén mdi bén trong Nha Tro Martha, noi ngai cu ngu trong sudt triéu dai gido hoang
clia minh. Trong thé gi6i dn 20, Piic Me nhic chiing ta hoc 1ing nghe, cAu nguyén, suy niém, va nhn ra tiéng Chda trong
thinh ldng. Y nghia clia tudc hiéu nay 1a gi? Néu “Pidc Ba Phu Ho C4c Gido Hiiu™ 1a stic manh bdo vé, thi “Piic Me Thinh
Ling” day ta noi luc ctia binh an va ldng nghe. Hai chiéu kich nay bd tic cho nhau.

Piic Me Canh Giit (Notre Dame de la Garde) - Tudc hi¢u nay gén lién v6i nha thd chdnh toa & Marseille, Phdp. Tit the
ky XIII, ngudi dan cang dit tron niém tin noi Me nhu “Ngudi Canh Gifi” ho trudc bién ca, giong t8, chién tranh. Ngay nay,
tudng Piic Me bdng Con cao trén ddi vin canh giit thanh phd. Y nghia ctia tudc hiéu nay 12 gi? Pic Me nhu mot ngudi me
canh thiic cho con minh ban dém, khong bao git ngli quén, bao vé ta trong hanh trinh dy séng gié.

Diic Me “Cut Tay” - Pay 1a mdt tudc hiéu mang tinh “hoan cdnh”, phét sinh tit mot bic tugng da hu mat doi tay, bi bo di,
nhung gido xd ching ta nhit vé d€ ton kinh. Thoat nhin, d6 1a mot hinh anh bAt toan. Nhung chinh sy “cut tay” 4y lai chat
chiia mt st diép thiéng liéng: Diic Me khong con tay, vi mudn mugn chinh ddi tay cla chiing ta dé tiép tuc chim séc, ning
d3, va cham dén thé gi6i nay. Y nghia cta tudc hiéu nay 1a gi? Dic Me trao st mang cho chiing ta hdy trd thanh ban tay
clia Me trong doi thudng, dem yéu thuong va phuc vu dén cho moi ngudi.

Piic Me G Réi - Long sing kinh nay xuét phat tif Augsburg, Dic, vao thé ky XVII. Dic Me dugdc khin ciu nhu nguiii
thdo gd nhiing “ndt thit” trong doi sdng gia dinh, hon nhan, cdng viéc, tim hon. Piic C8 Gido Hoang Phanxicd di cho phd
bién rong rai tudc hiéu nay Y nghia cla tudc hiéu nay 1a gi? Biic Me khong 1am phép la theo cdch “bé gdy” van dé, nhung
Am tham th4o tling niit ri, kién nhin va diu dang, @& cudc ddi ching ta tim lai dugc an binh va vui vé.

Nhiing tuéc hiéu ctia Diic Maria, dit kh4c nhau, nhung khong hé mau thuin. Tréi lai, nhiing tudc hiéu d6 phan 4nh mudn
mit vé tinh yéu Thién Chia dudc dién ta ndi Me Maria: ¢6 Itic manh mé bao vé, ¢6 khi thinh ling 1dng nghe; c6 khi ban
phét 4n sting, ¢6 liic trao phé trach nhiém cho chiing ta. Du la “Me Canh Giii” hay “Me Cut Tay”, “Me Ban On” hay “Me
Thinh Ling”, tit cA déu din ta d€n mot niém xdc tin: Me Maria ludn hién dién, ludn hanh dong, va ludn mudn ching ta trd
nén khi cy ctia tinh yéu Thién Chda gitia tran gian.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xu
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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