Gido Xw Viét Nam Diac Me La Vang
Our Lady of La Vang Parish

Vian Phong Linh Muc Chanh Xit - Office of the Pastor

From the Fuastor s @@S’é

Sunday, January 11, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

Recently, the international art world has drawn particular attention to a work that appears, at first glance,
strikingly simple: California (IKB 71) by French artist Yves Klein (1928-1962). This “single-color blue™
painting was sold at Christie’s Paris on October 23, 2025, for approximately €18.4 million (more than
USD 21 million), setting a record price for a work by Yves Klein sold in France. The identity of the buyer
has not been publicly disclosed—something quite common in high-end art auctions, where private
collectors often choose anonymity.

California (IKB 71) was created in 1961 and belongs to Klein’s celebrated series of monochrome
paintings. The entire surface is covered with a single shade of blue known as International Klein Blue
(IKB)—a unique pigment that Klein himself researched, developed, and legally registered. This is not an
ordinary blue, but a deep, immersive hue that seems to absorb the viewer’s gaze and open onto an endless
spatial dimension.

Many people ask: How can a painting that is “only one color” be worth so much? The answer lies not in
traditional painterly technique or visual complexity, but in the radical shift in artistic thinking that Yves
Klein introduced. Rather than depicting “something,” he deliberately liberated painting from imagery,
confronting viewers with the pure experience of color itself.

For Klein, blue was not merely a color; it was a symbol of infinity—the boundless sky, the depths of the
ocean, the realm of the transcendent. Gazing into this blue, viewers are no longer guided by narrative or
recognizable forms, but are invited into a space of silence and contemplation, one that approaches a
spiritual or sacred experience.

The value of the work therefore lies more in its concept than in its technique. The painting stands as a
manifesto of twentieth-century art, reflecting the historical moment of conceptual art in which ideas and
inner experience took precedence over representation. The apparent “emptiness” of the surface—its
absence of imagery—opens up a profound inner depth for the viewer. In that stripped-down simplicity,
one is free to feel: calm, awe, confusion, or peace—and all of these responses are equally valid.

Art connoisseurs often advise that when standing before one of Yves Klein’s blue monochromes, one
should not look for images or stories. Instead, observe the depth, vibration, and luminosity of the
color—and then listen to one’s own emotions. In that moment, the painting ceases to be “just a blue
surface” and becomes a silent dialogue between the artwork and the viewer’s inner world.

Thus, a monochrome blue painting is not “lacking in content.” On the contrary, it is an invitation to enter
the depths of thought and consciousness. Its high auction price reflects not only material value, but also a
recognition of a turning point in artistic thinking, its lasting historical influence, and the remarkable
spiritual power that a single color can hold.

Fr. Justin T. Le
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Kinh thia Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Gan day, gidi my thuat thé gidi dic biét chd y dén mot tdc phdm tudng chiing hét stic gian di c6 tén 1a “California”
(IKB 71) ctia nghé si ngudi Phéap Yves Klein (1928-1962). Biic tranh dic biét & chd cuc ky don gidn véi “chi mdt mau
xanh” nay da dugc ban diu gid tai Christie’s Paris vio ngy 23 thang 10 ndm 2025 véi mic gid khoang 18,4 triéu
Euro (tuong duong hon 21 triéu USD), trd thanh mic gid ky luc cho mdt tdc pham ctia Yves Klein dudc bén tai Phép.
Danh tinh ngudi mua khong dugc cong bd, diéu thudng thiy trong cic cudc dau gia nghé thuit cao cp, noi nhiéu nha
suu tap tu nhan chon git kin sy hién di€n clia minh.

Téc pham California (IKB 71) dugc Klein séng tac ndm 1961, thudc loat tranh don sic (monochrome) ndi tiéng clia
ong. Toan bo bé mit tranh dugc phli mot sic xanh duy nhat mang tén International Klein Blue (IKB) - loai pigment
dic biét do chinh Klein nghién ctu, phat trién va ding ky ban quyén. D6 khong phai 1a mau xanh thong thudng, ma
12 mot sic xanh siu thim, c6 kha niing hip thu 4nh nhin va tao cdm gidc khong gian mé ra vo tan.

Nhiéu ngudi dit cau hdi: Vi sao mdt bic tranh “chi c6 mot mau” lai c6 thé dat gid tri cao dén nhu vay? Cau tra 15i
khong ndm & k§y thuat vé truyén thdng hay su phic tap vé& hinh dnh, ma & buéc dot pha tu duy nghé thuat ma Yves
Klein mang lai. Ong khong tim céch v& “mot cdi gi d6”, ma chi y gidi phong hoi hoa khoi hinh anh, khoi vat thé, dé
ngudi xem d6i dién tryc tiép v4i trai nghiém thuin khiét ctia mau sic.

Véi Klein, mau xanh khong chi 1a mau sic, ma la biéu tugng cia vo han: bu trdi khong bién gidi, dai duong sau
thim, chiéu kich siéu nghiém vuot 1én trén thé gidi hitu hinh. Ding trudc sic xanh iy, ngudi xem khong con bi din
dit bdi cAu chuyén hay hinh tugng cu thé, ma dudc mdi goi bude vao mot khdng gian tinh ling, gin véi trai nghiém
thiéng liéng va ndi tam.

Gid4 tri ctia tic phAm vi th& ndm nhiéu hon & y niém chit khong chi & k§ thudt. Biic tranh 12 mot tuyén ngdn nghé thuat
clia duong dai, phan 4nh bdi canh lich st cia nghé thuat y niém, noi tu tudng va trai nghiém tinh than dugc dit 1én
hang dau. C4i “tréng” bén ngoai - mot bé mit khong hinh anh - lai mé ra dd sau nodi tim cho ngudi chiém ngim. Chinh
trong su gian ludc Ay, ngudi xem dudc ti do cam nhan tuy trang thdi: c¢6 thé 1a su an tinh, ¢6 thé 1a choang ngop, tAim
trang boi roi, hay binh an siu xa - va tit cd déu l1a nhiing “ddp 4n dding”.

Nhiing ngudi am hiéu my thuat thudng khuyén riing, khi diing truéc mot bic tranh xanh don sic ciia Yves Klein, diing
¢6 tim hinh 4nh hay ciu chuyén. Hiy quan st & sau, su rung dong va 4nh sdng ctia mau séc; roi ling nghe cam xtdc
ctia chinh minh. Khi 4y, btic tranh khong con 14 “mdt mau xanh”, ma trd thinh mot cudc ddi thoai thAm ling gitia tic
phdm v tAm thic ngudi xem.

Vi thé, biic tranh mot mau xanh khdng hé 13 “thi€u noi dung”. Trdi lai, n6 12 mot 16i mai goi di vao chiu sau clia y
niém va tinh than. Mdc gid ddu gia cao khong chi phan 4nh gid tri vt chat, ma con ghi nhan tdm &nh hudéng lich su,
budc ngoit tu duy nghé thuét, va sic manh ky Ia ma chi mdt mau sic ciing c¢6 thé mang lai cho con ngudi. That thid
vi d€ kham ph4.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
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