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Sunday, October 18, 2026

Dear parishioners and friends:

On October 7, the Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary, Pope Leo XIV convened a gathering at the Vatican to
commemorate the tenth anniversary of Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love), the apostolic exhortation of Pope
Francis. The Vatican emphasized that this gathering is not a Synod of Bishops, nor is it intended to produce a new
document to replace Pope Francis’ exhortation. As Father Giacomo Costa, S.J., Secretary General of the Synod of
Bishops, explained at a press conference, the question is no longer simply what Amoris Laetitia says, but what the
Church has learned through the experience of putting it into practice.

I believe there is a valuable lesson here for parish life. How often do we focus on what is missing, what has gone
wrong, or what remains imperfect, while failing to recognize the good that has already been accomplished? We
may remember one small mistake while easily overlooking the countless sacrifices and quiet contributions of
others.

Consider asking ourselves: “When was the last time I sincerely complimented someone for something good they
had done?” The answer may surprise us. Psychology describes our tendency to pay greater attention to negative
experiences as negativity bias. If we constantly search for imperfections, will anything ever truly satisfy us?

Constructive feedback is necessary, but it must come from goodwill and a genuine desire to build up the
community. It is easy to stand on the sidelines, observe, and criticize the work of others. It is far more demanding
to step forward, take responsibility, sacrifice our time and energy, and persevere through difficulties. Therefore,
instead of simply asking what others have failed to do, we should also ask ourselves: “What good have I personally
contributed?”’

Another important lesson is that we must learn to listen and recognize the good in others, even when they think or
work differently from us. Synodality does not mean that everyone must agree on everything. Rather, it means
listening together, discerning together, and secking the common good under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. A
community cannot flourish if everyone insists that their own way is the only right way. Sometimes, what a parish
needs is not more criticism, but greater humility, mutual trust, and a willingness to collaborate.

Not every program will be perfect, and not every initiative will succeed as expected. Yet sincere efforts can still
bear beautiful fruit. A mature community is not one without weaknesses, but one in which people appreciate what
has been accomplished, learn from experience, and courageously continue moving forward together.

Do something good, and allow others the opportunity to do good as well. Sometimes our greatest contribution is
not doing everything ourselves, but encouraging others, recognizing their efforts, and creating opportunities for
them to develop the gifts God has given them. Furthermore, the Gospel reminds us: “By their fruits you will know
them” (Matthew 7:16). Instead of always asking, “Why did they do this or that?”’ perhaps we should begin with a
different question: “What good can I do today?”

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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Chua Nhat, ngay 18 thang 10 ndm 2026

Kinh thua Quy Cu, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Ngay 7 thang 10, 18 Biic Me Man Cdi, Pic Thanh Cha Léd XIV triéu tap cudc gip g8 tai Vatican nhan ky niém mudi nim Téng
huén Amoris Laetitia (Niém Vui ctia Tinh Yéu) ctia Dtic Thanh Cha Phanxico. Vatican nhan manh ring diy khong phai 12 mot
Thugng Hoi ddng Gidm muc, ciing khong nhim soan thio vin kién méi @& thay thé Téng huin ctia Pic Phanxico. Nhu Cha
Giacomo Costa, S.J., Téng Thu ky Thugng Hoi ddng Gidm muc, gidi thich trong mot cudc hop bdo: van @& khong con don thuan
la Amoris Laetitia n6i gi, nhung 1a Gido Hoi da hoc hdi dugc nhiing gi qua viéc dem Tong huin vao doi song thuc t€.

Toi nghi day 1a mot bai hoc rat ddng suy ngdm cho ddi song gido xii. Pa bao nhiéu Ian ching ta chi chd y d&n nhiing thiéu sét,
nhiing diéu chua hoan chinh ctia mot cong viéc, ma quén ghi nhin nhiing thanh qua t6t dep? Ching ta d& nhé mot sai sét nho,
nhung lai mau quén biét bao hy sinh va déng gép 4m thim clia ngudi khdc.

Thi tu hoi: “LAn cudi cling tdi chin thanh khen nggi ai d6 vi mdt viéc tot ho da 1am 1a khi nao?” C6 18 cau tra 15i khién chiing ta
phai suy nghi. TAm 1y hoc goi khuynh huéng chid y nhidu hon dén diéu tiéu cuc 12 “negativity bias” (thién 1éch tiéu cuc). Néu lic

no ciing tim ki€m nhiing diéu chua hoan hao, liéu c6 diéu gi khién chiing ta thuc su hai long?

Nhan xét va gbp ¥ 12 cAn thiét, nhung phai xuit phat tii thién chi va huéng d&n xay dung. Piing ngoai quan sét, phé binh coéng viéc
ctia ngudi khéc thi dé; tryc tiép din than, hy sinh thdi gian, cong siic va kién tri trude khé khin mdi 1a didu ddng quy. Vi thé, bén
canh cau héi ngudi khic da lam gi chua t6t, ching ta cling cin ty hoi: “Chinh t6i da dong gép dugc diéu tot dep gi?”

Mot didu quan trong khac 14 chiing ta can hoc cich ling nghe va nhin nhan diéu t6t noi ngudi khac, ngay ca khi ho c6 cich suy
nghi va 1am viéc khdc v6i minh. Hiép hanh khong c6 nghia 1a moi ngudi phai ddng y véi nhau vé moi van d&, nhung Ia biét ciing
nhau ling nghe, phan dinh va tim ki€m 1gi ich chung dudi su huéng din ctia Chiia Thanh Than. Mot cong doan sé khé phat trién
néu ai cling cho ring chi ¢6 cdch ctia minh méi diing. Pdi khi, diéu cong doan cAn khong phai 1a thém nhiing y kién phé binh,
nhung 14 thém sy khiém nhudng, 1ong tin tudng va tinh thin cdng téc.

Khéng phai chuong trinh nao ciing hoan héo, ciing khong phéi sang kién no ciing thanh cdng nhu mong dgi. Nhung nhiing nd
luic chan thanh van c6 thé sinh nhiéu hoa trdi. Mot cong doan tridng thanh khong phai 1a cong doan khong c6 thi€u sét, nhung 12
noi moi ngudi biét trin trong nhitng gi d thuc hién, hoc haéi tii kinh nghiém va cling nhau tién budc.

Hay 1am mot diéu t6t, va cling hily @& ngudi khdc c6 co hoi lam diéu tot ctia ho. Poi khi, dong gép 16n nhét ctia ching ta khong
phai 13 ty minh 1am t4t c4, nhung 12 bi&t khich 18, ghi nhin va tao diéu kién cho ngudi khdc phdt huy nhiing kh ning Chia ban.
Va con mot didu nita, nhu Tin Miing day: “Cit xem ho sinh hoa qua nio, thi biét ho 13 ai” (Mt 7,16). Thay vi c6 ci tat hay hoi:
“Tai sao ho 1am diéu nay diéu no?” thi hiy hoi chinh minh: “Hom nay, t6i c¢6 thé 1am dudgc diéu gi tot dep?”

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chénh xu
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