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Dear parishioners and friends:

Travis Campbell recently wrote in Clever Dude Magazine about the reality many parishes face:
“Churches rely on volunteers for almost everything, from running catechetical school to organizing parish
events.” But he also noted a painful truth-—many volunteers are simply exhausted. Juggling work, family,
and church commitments without rest often leads to burnout. Too often, the same dedicated individuals
are asked to fill multiple roles, carrying more than their share when others cannot step in.

This reflection resonates deeply with our own experience. Our parish is blessed with many members,
which also means there is much work to be done. One celebration follows another, from one festival to
the next, and from one project to another. The cost of a vibrant and lively parish is the quiet, selfless, and
hard-working dedication of its volunteers.

I have heard some say, “Why does the pastor give the parishioners so much work?” I understand that
human strength has its limits, and I know that you help out because you love your pastor and your parish.
In the months ahead, I will try to slow down the pace of our parish life, so as to lessen the burden on those
who are serving, that we may have the strength to journey together for the long road ahead.

Yet, in the midst of these concerns, I still clearly see the countless blessings God has bestowed upon Our
Lady of La Vang Vietnamese Parish. First of all, I recognize the hand of God in every collaborator. As the
Psalm says: “Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain.” God still writes straight on
crooked lines. More and more, I have come to know and cherish the familiar faces of our
volunteers—those silent builders who help construct the common home of our parish. I am especially
joyful to see our young people increasingly eager and enthusiastic to serve at Mass and in the shared life
of the parish community.

But today, I want to offer special and heartfelt thanks to all those who helped prepare and serve at our
Marian Day celebration. This event was not built in a day. Many of you spent weeks—yes, even
months—planning, organizing, building, rehearsing, coordinating, and praying so that everything would
come together beautifully. Behind every detail—stage setup, liturgy, food booths, flowers, processions,
music, media, communication, security, parking, youth activities, and hospltahty—there were dedicated
hearts and w1111ng hands.

To all the ministry groups and individuals listed in this week’s bulletin—thank you from the bottom of my
heart. Your time, effort, and devotion made this celebration not only possible but meaningful, joyful, and
grace-filled for thousands of participants. You gave not only your labor but also your love for Our Lady
of La Vang.

Marian Day was a true testament to what a faith-filled community can accomplish when united in love
and purpose.

Fr. Justin T. Le
Pastor
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Kinh thua Quy Cuy, Quy Ong Ba va Anh Chi Em:

Nha bdo Travis Campbell méi ddy da viét trén tap chi Clever Dude vé thic trang ma nhiéu gifo xi dang d6i dién: “Céc gido
xti da vao tinh nguyén vién cho hdu nhu moi viéc, tli viéc diéu hanh trudng gido 1y cho d&n viéc t6 chiic cdc sinh hoat muc
vu.” Nhung anh ciing dé cap dén mot thuc t€ dau 1ong - nhiéu tinh nguyén vién dang roi vao tinh trang kiét stc. Viéc phai can
bing giita cong viéc, gia dinh va trach nhiém gido xi ma khong c6 thdi gian nghi ngoi d& din dén mét méi va suy sup. Qua
nhiéu 14n, nhiing ngudi thién chi Ay lai dugc yéu cAu dam nhan nhiéu vai trd ciing ldc, ganh véc phin viéc ctia ngudi khéc khi
khong d nhan su.

Suy nghi nay that sy ddnh dong va phan 4nh ding kinh nghiém séng ctia cong doan chiing ta. Gido xd clia ching ta d6ng ngudi
nén viéc ciing nhidu. Hét dai 1€ nay d&n dai 1€ kia, ti 1€ hoi nay sang 1& hdi no, rdi cong trinh nay ndi tiép cong trinh kia. Céi
gid cia mot gido xd sinh dong va nhon nhip chinh Ia sy hy sinh, c6ng hién 4m thim va vat v4 clia nhiing ngudi tinh nguyén.

Pau d6 toi nghe c6 ngudi néi: “Cha xi bay chi cho gido dan khd.” Téi hiéu riing siic ngudi c6 han, va anh chi em ra tay gitip
d3 1a vi thuong cha xi, thuong gido xt ma thoi. Trong nhiing thang t6i, toi sé c¢b ging dé nhip s6ng clia gido xt cham lai, hau
giam b6t vat va cho nhiing ngudi dang din than phuc vu, dé rdi chiing ta con c6 stic ddng hanh cling nhau trén ching dudng
dai phia trudc.

Thé nhung, gitia nhiing trdn trd Ay, t6i vAn thiy rd mudn van on lanh Chida ban cho Gido xu Viét Nam Dic Me La Vang. Trudc
hét, toi nhan ra ban tay Thién Chida qua tiing ngudi cong tic. Nhu 15i Thanh Vinh 127: “Néu Chia ching xAy nha, thg né vat
va ciing 12 udng cong.” Thién Chia vAn viét thing trén nhiing dudng cong. Cang ngay, tdi cang thiy quen thudc va quy mén
nhiing guong mit tinh nguyén vién - nhiing ngudi thg xdy 4m thAm gép phan dung nén ngdi nha chung cta gido xd. Pic biét,
tdi vui miing khi thdy gidi tré trong xd ngay cang hing hdi dan than, nhiét tinh phuc vu trong cdc Thanh I€ va nhiing sinh hoat
chung cua xt dao.

Hom nay, t6i mudn gii 16i tri An cdch dic biét va chan thanh dén tt cd nhiing ai da gép phin chuin bi va phuc vu trong Dai
Hoi Thdanh MAu La Vang Ky II tai San Jose viia qua. DAy khong phéi 1a mot sy kién chi dién ra trong mot ngay. Nhiéu ngudi
trong anh chi em di danh ra nhiéu tun - thAm chi nhiéu th4ng - d€ 1&n k& hoach, t chic, xay dung, tip dgt, diéu phdi va cau
nguyén dé moi viéc dugc dién ra cich tot dep. Ding sau tling chi tiét - tif dan dung sin khiu, phung vy, truyén thong, quiy
thuc phé{m, trang tri hoa, cudc rudc ki€u, Am nhac, an ninh, bai diu xe, sinh hoat gi6i tré, dén viéc tiép don - 1a nhiing tAm
1ong hy sinh va doi tay dy thién chi.

Vi tit ca cdc hoi doan va cd nhan dugc néu tén trong TS Thong Tin tudn nay - toi xin cAm on tif tin ddy long. Thoi gian, cong
stic va sy tn tdm cua anh chi em khong chi lam cho ngay Pai Hoi thanh hién thyc, ma con 1am cho Dai Hoi trd nén nhiing
ngay hong an, chan chia niém vui va dy y nghia cho hang ngan ngudi tham du. Anh chi em khong chi cdng hién cong siic,
ma con cé tinh yéu ddi véi Me La Vang.

Ngay Dai Hoi Thanh MAu viia qua chinh 1 minh chiing s6ng ddng cho stic manh ctia mot cdng doan diic tin khi dudgc két hop

bdi tinh yéu va khi c¢6 cung mdt 1y tudng.

Lm. Giuse Lé Trung Tuéng
Chanh xud
Our Lady of Lavang Church, 389 E. Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113 - (408) 291-6280
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